
BIOGRAPHY OF JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE



FOUNDER OF THE 

CONGREGATION 

OF THE SISTERS 

OF ST. JOSEPH

FRENCH FEDERATION TREE
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL - SAINT FLOUR



Jean-Pierre Médaille
JESUIT PRIEST



RESIDENCE OF  
MEDAILLE’S  FAMILY

CARCASSONNE - BIRTHPLACE OF FR. MÉDAILLE



FAMILY

FATHER: JEAN MÉDAILLE  

MOTHER: PHÉLIPPE D’ESTÉVÉRIL

BROTHERS: JEAN-PIERRE

JEAN-PAUL

JEAN

BIRTH: 6TH OF OCTOBER 1610

CITY: CARCASSONNE

COUNTRY: FRANCE



JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE 

WAS BAPTIZED

IN THE CHURCH  SAINT MICHEL 

CATHEDRAL SAINT MICHEL

1610



BAPTISM CERTIFICATE

OF JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE

OCTOBER 10, 1610



PLACE WHERE FR. MÉDAILLE LIVED AND GREW UP

POPULATION - AROUND 10,000 INHABITANTS, 

INDUSTRIAL CITY SPECIALIZED IN MAKING FABRICS.

Carcassonne



IN 1623 JESUIT PRIESTS OPENED A COLLEGE IN CARCASSONNE

AT 13 JEAN-PIERRE, STUDIED IN THIS COLLEGE.



1626

JEAN-PIERRE

JOINED THE 

JESUIT SEMINARY 

IN TOULOUSE



1626
AT 16 YEARS OF AGE, 

IN TOULOUSE,

JEAN-PIERRE 

STARTED HIS 

NOVITIATE. 



THE ARCHIVES OF 1626

IN ROME SHOW THAT 

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE 

WAS ONE OF THE 30 NOVICES

1626



THE REPORTS EMPHASISE THAT 

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE WAS :

❑ VERY INTELLIGENT,

❑ VERY DISCIPLINED,

❑ NOT VERY HEALTHY.



THE REPORTS REVEAL 

THAT

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE:

WAS DISTINGUISHED 

AMONG 30 NOVICES



1628 – IN TOULOUSE

ON SEPTEMBER 16, 1628, 

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE, 

MADE HIS FIRST PROFESSION.

HE PROFESSED VOWS OF: 

POVERTY,

CHASTITY,

OBEDIENCE.



1626-1633

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE 

REMAINED IN TOULOUSE 

TO STUDY :

PHILOSOPHY,

PHYSICS,

METAPHYSICS.



THEOLOGY



PHYSICS,
METAPHYSICS



- EXCELLENT

- OBSERVANT 

- CAREFULLY ATTENTIVE 

- DISCREET

- WISE

- INTELLIGENT 

- ABOVE AVERAGE

- GIFTED 

IN LOGICAL REASONING

- VERY GOOD IN PHILOSOPHY 

- REMARKABLE IN THEOLOGY     

FILES REGISTER THE 

INTELLECTUAL CAPACITIES OF 

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE :



1633 
RETURNED TO HIS HOMETOWN, 

CARCASSONNE, 

AND 

TAUGHT IN THE SAME SCHOOL

WHERE HE STUDIED.



1633 – 1635

CARCASSONNE

RECORDS INDICATE THAT

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE 

WAS A TEACHER AND HAD

SKILL TO DEAL WITH 

YOUNG PEOPLE, 

CHILDREN AND ADULTS. 



1635 -1637

TOULOUSE 



TOULOUSE

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE,

AT 25 YEARS OF AGE, 

RETURNED TO TOULOUSE

TO COMPLETE HIS 

THEOLOGICAL STUDIES AND 

PREPARE HIMSELF FOR HIS 

PRIESTLY ORDINATION.



1637

AT  27 YEARS OF AGE , 

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE 

WAS ORDAINED PRIEST 

IN TOULOUSE.



“EFFECT IN ME, THE MIRACLE OF LOVE."

Jean-Pierre Médaille



1637

AFTER HIS ORDINATION

FR. JEAN-PIERRE, 

WAS SENT TO AURILLAC, 

A CITY LOCATED IN THE

CENTRAL SOUTH REGION

OF FRANCE.



1637-1642

FR. MÉDAILLE WORKED 

AT THE JESUIT SCHOOL 

IN AURILLAC, 

ASSUMING THE FUNCTIONS OF :

- BURSAR

- COUNSELOR

- COORDINATOR OF THE

ASSOCIATION OF

LAY PEOPLE OF JESUITS.



1642

FR. MÉDAILLE 

RETURNED TO 

TOULOUSE,
TO PREPARE 

FOR HIS 

PROFESSION OF 

PERPETUAL VOWS.



1643
ON OCTOBER 11TH, 

IN SAINT- FLOUR, 

FR. MÉDAILLE MADE HIS

PERPETUAL PROFESSION OF VOWS OF

POVERTY

CHASTITY

OBEDIENCE

AND PROFESSED THE FOURTH VOW,

OBEDIENCE TO THE POPE 

FOR MISSION.

CHASTITY

POVERTY
OBEDIENCE

OBEDIENCE 
TO  POPE



Saint Flour 

1643

FR. MÉDAILLE

WAS SENT TO 

SAINT-FLOUR, 

WHERE THE

JESUITS STARTED

A NEW SCHOOL.



1643 - 1649

FR. MÉDAILLE,

WORKED IN SAINT-FLOUR AS: 

TEACHER,

ADMINISTRATOR,

MISSIONARY

AND PREACHER.



THE REPORTS EMPHASIZE THE SKILLS 

AND COMPETENCIES OF FR. MÉDAILLE :

• AFFECTIVE AND EMOTIONALLY BALANCED 

• TALENT TO INSTRUCT AND COORDINATE

• ABILITY TO SPIRITUALLY GUIDE AND 

ACCOMPANY PEOPLE

• ADMINISTRATIVE AND ORGANIZATIONAL 

COMPETENCE

• HEALTHY HUMAN RELATIONS 

• RIGHT JUDGMENT 

• TALENT FOR THE APOSTOLATE
SAINT FLOUR





1646 – 1651
AS MISSIONARY

FATHER MÉDAILLE 

MEETS SOME WOMEN 

WHO WISH TO CONSECRATE 

THEIR LIVES TO GOD AND 

TO THE SERVICE 

OF THE NEIGHBOUR.

“OUT OF THE CLOISTER”



1650 - 1651

FROM SEPTEMBER 1650 

TO AUGUST 24th,1651, 

FR. MÉDAILLE LIVED IN 

LE-PUY-EN- VELAY

RUE CROZATIER – CHURCH OF THE JESUITS

EX-SCHOOL OF JESUITS

INTERIOR OF THE CHURCH 
OF THE COLLEGE

JESUIT RESIDENCE



1650 - 1651
BETWEEN 1650 AND 1651, THREE DOCUMENTS REFER 

TO THE ORIGIN OF THE CONGREGATION:

OCTOBER 15, 1950 – OPENNING OF THE COMMUNITY - THE 

DATE IS IN THE PREFACE OF THE FIRST EDITION OF THE 

CONSTITUTION - THE ONLY SOURCE OF INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE ORIGINS OF THE SISTERS OF 

ST. JOSEPH.

MARCH 10, 1651 - “LETTRES DE PROVISIONS” -

ECCLESIASTICAL APPROVAL OF THE CONGREGATION. 

DECEMBER 13, 1651 - CONTRACT OF THE ASSOCIATION 

BETWEEN THE SISTERS, SIGNED BY BISHOP HENRY DE 

MAUPAS.

CONSTITUTION

LETTRES DE PROVISIONS

CONTRACT OF THE ASSOCIATION



1652 - 1654

IN 1652, 
FATHER MÉDAILLE 

WAS MOVED TO 

AURILLAC, 

WHERE HE WORKED AS A

TEACHER, 

PREACHER AND 

MISSIONARY.

AURILLAC



1654-1662

IN 1654 FATHER MÉDAILLE 

WAS SENT TO MONTFERRAND, 

WHERE HE WORKED PRIMARILY 

AS MISSIONARY 

IN MONTFERRAND AND SURROUNDINGS,

ALWAYS STANDING OUT 

FOR HIS SENSITIVITY AND 

APOSTOLIC TALENT.
MONTFERRAND



1662-1669

FR. MÉDAILLE 

WAS SENT TO CLERMONT,

WHERE HIS GREAT ABILITY TO

TEACH AND APOSTOLIC AND 

MISSIONARY ZEAL 

WERE NOTICED.

‘MAXIMS OF PERFECTION’ WAS PRINTED IN 

THIS CITY.

CLERMONT



“WHAT I FIND MIRACULOUS

IN THIS NEW PROJECT 

IS THAT IT HAS  NO VISIBLE 

FATHER, 

MOTHER,

FOUNDER

OR FOUDRESS ...

THE ”LITTLE DESIGN” IS A WORK OF GOD ”.

Jean-Pierre Médaille



“KEEP ALWAYS BEFORE YOU 

THE PURPOSE OF YOUR VOCATION, 

WHICH IS SUBLIME, 

AND NEVER DO ANYTHING THAT WOULD BELIE 

THE PROFESSION OF A LIFE FILLED WITH 

MODESTY, GENTLENESS AND HOLINESS.” 

Max. 1

Jean-Pierre Médaille



1669
FR. JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE WAS 

TRANSFERRED TO BILLOM

WHERE HE LIVED IN A SENIOR CARE HOUSE

FOR THE SICK AND THE ELDERLY PRIESTS.

EVEN WITH HIS FRAGILE HEALTH, 

HE USED TO HEAR  CONFESSIONS 

OF THE PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE COMMUNITY.

HE DIED ON DECEMBER 30, 1669, 

WHEN HE WAS 59 YEARS OLD.



BILLOM 30 DE DEZEMBRO DE 1669

1669
DEATH CERTIFICATE

THERE IS NO TRACE OR INDICATION OF HIS DEATH

OR WHERE HE WAS BURIED. 

THE ONLY DOCUMENT IS HIS DEATH CERTIFICATE.



FR. MÉDAILLE LIVED HIS LIFE 

IN MISSION WITH SUCH 

A REPUTATION OF HOLINESS 

THAT HERE AND THERE, 

PEOPLE CALLED HIM 

" THE SAINT”, " THE APOSTLE ".

"HE WAS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED 

BY THE RICH 

AS WELL AS THE POOR 

AND BY THE BISHOPS 

OF THE DIOCESES 

WHERE HE WORKED".



«LIVE OUT YOUR LIFE WITH ONE DESIRE:

TO BE ALWAYS WHAT GOD WANTS YOU TO BE,

IN NATURE, GRACE, AND GLORY, 

FOR TIME AND ETERNITY.»
MAX. 73

Jean-Pierre Médaille



THE STORY

CONTINUES ...
SISTERS OF ST.JOSEPH 

FROM LE PUY TO 

CHAMBÉRY…

AND FROM CHAMBÉRY 

TO THE WORLD…



Production
International Communication Commission (ICC)

MUSIC
Psalm 22 (Fr. Luiz Turra)
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