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General CounCil Summary

How Do We Live 
Unity in 
Diversity?

We increasingly experience the 
necessity and the beauty of 
“walking together” to address 

the complexities of today’s world. In 
consecrated life, as in society, “it is not 
the time to be solitary explorers, it’s 
time to be interconnected and be in 
communion”, said Sister Nicla Spezzati, 
ASC, at the conclusion of the Year of 
Consecrated Life. 
In a world that is getting smaller, 

thanks to technology and scientific 
progress, we religious feel that we can 
no longer ignore the call to live unity in 
diversity.  Multicultural and international 
communities, called to witness to the 
sense of communion between peoples, 
races, and cultures, are perhaps the 
only answer that consecrated life can 
give to the fear of the stranger and the 
nationalistic barriers in our world.  Indeed, 
Pope Francis frequently urges us to not 
reduce ourselves to a self-referential 
consecrated life, which preserves 
distances and multiplies distinctions. 
However, often, as we know, “between 
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saying and doing, there is an ocean”!  We 
can all agree in words, but when it’s time 
to move from words to deeds, there is no 
lack of resistance. 
What frightens us? Certainly, there is, first 
of all, our diversity. I learned recently we 
have no problems as long as we talk about 
“the intercultural.”  But when we begin to 
talk about “diversity,” it frightens us! Why? 
While culture always refers to the group, 
within the concept of “diversity,” there is 
“difference,” and the difference always 
touches the identity of the individual, 
touches what we are. So, as much as 
we want to “sugarcoat” the difference, 
it makes us afraid. In an international 
climate that feeds intolerance and revives 
nationalism even between neighboring 
countries, it is not difficult to imagine how 
it is harder today, for instance, to think 
“Europe” than it was yesterday.
At other times, it is the complexity of our 
time that scares us and, in fact, ours is 
a complex time. It is a time of difficulty, a 
time of “fragmented women and men,” 
always capable of projection. It is an 

awkward time where no answer seems to 
be more definitive than another, but rather 
a step in a process where we do not know 
the outcome. In this case, deciding to be 
united, without seeing everything clearly, 
without knowing exactly who we will 
become together, can generate fear.
But, despite these fears, living a 
spirituality incarnated in time and history 
now, for us, the Sisters of Saint Joseph, 
involves more than ever, making practical 
choices of unity, as a congregational 
body, choices that touch the lives of our 
communities and all of us, redefining 
the boundaries of our provinces and the 
boundaries of our mission.
It gives me deep joy to think that we are in 
this “process.” I think of the courageous 
and far-sighted “integration of Brazil.” I 
think of the generosity and the missionary 
zeal of the initial formation project in 
France, the result of the collaboration 
of the provinces of India and France. 
I think confidently of the beginning of  
collaboration and closeness just sprung 
up between the European provinces. 

I think of the international and inter-
congregational community in South 
Sudan where Sister Gracy Paul risks her 
life for the sake of the people of that 
country. These paths of unity help us to 
converge towards common projects of 
service, to cope wisely with the complexity 
of managing apostolic works, freeing 
precious energies for returning to the 
peripheries, to be alongside the “least and 
last,” allowing us to revive the missionary 
spirit, to have better initial formation 
and to be a presence of tenderness in 
territories torn by conflict.
In this style of consecrated life, there 
is the challenge of being constantly on 
the move, seeking, following the logic of 
small signs of achievement together. The 
choices of the Congregation mentioned 
above contain this logic, but we must 
continue down this road. The world 
we live in, and where we want to “love 
and serve,” accepting critically even its 
contradictions, demands that consecrated 
life enhance synergies in all aspects of its 
mission.

Religious Life in China

UISG has begun a series of  
“Informal Conversations,” to 
provide space for necessary 

conversations and deepening 
dialogue about issues and topics of  
importance to women religious.  The 
hope is to create an atmosphere in 
which leaders can share knowledge, 
experience and questions with 
others who are looking to explore 
and broaden their knowledge of  
cer tain topics in a more informal 
setting.  The first such UISG 
conversation was held on June 7th 
at the UISG offices in Rome and the 

S. Sally Hodgdon and 
S. Ieda Tomazini 
General Council

topic was “Religious Life in China”. 
Sister Sally facilitated this morning 
session and Sisters Ieda, Mariaelena 
and Philomena par ticipated along 

with over 75 sisters from more 
than fifteen different international 
congregations.
During this session sisters shared 
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some of  their congregational history 
of  being present in China before the 
Cultural Revolution of  1949, which 
resulted in the expulsion of  Religious 
Sisters. Over the past 20 years, 
several of  the congregations have 
sent small groups of  sisters there 
again to establish new communities 
or in response to invitations to 
assist in formation of  local religious 
congregations. Others, like us, offer 
support and mentoring in a variety 
of  ways. 
One of  the questions raised 
at the June meeting was how 
religious leaders of  international 
congregations, living outside of  
China,  can assist in the development 
of  religious life in China. Another 
question is how can we, aware of  the 
varied cultural realities, including the 
consequences of  communism, help 
the sisters in China develop trust in 
each other, an absolutely essential 
aspect of  religious life.

Sisters Sally and Ieda had just 
returned from their last visit with the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Handan in 
China two days before this meeting. 
As we listened to the sharing on June 
7th, the general council was affirmed 
in our belief  that there is a need to 
continue to find ways to mentor and 
accompany sisters in China. Most of  
the congregations were only begun 
10 to 25 years ago. The religious life 
they know is pre-Vatican II. They do 
not have good models of  religious 
life in their geographical areas and 
struggle with authority and the 
search for the common good. The 
majority of  congregations are not 
supported financially by the parishes 
in which they work, so sustainability 
is a serious issue for them. 
Currently there are 38 sisters in the 
congregation of  the Sisters of  St. 
Joseph of  Handan. Their ages range 
from 22 to 57. They are organized 
in four local communities including 

their general house which has a 
large community of  12 or more. 
Seven sisters are finishing their 
studies in Germany, Italy and France. 
Two others are studying in the south 
of  China and one in Shanghai. They 
have begun reflecting on opening a 
ministry which will help sustain them 
in addition to the small stipends they 
receive from some parishes and their 
own clinic. 
During this visit, we accompanied the 
sisters by facilitating a discernment 
process during their Extraordinary 
Chapter of  Election of  a new General 
Superior due to the serious illness 
of  their former General Superior. We 
also had separate sessions with age 
groups and spent time helping the 
general council organize themselves 
in a more collegial manner. During 
our days with the sisters, we saw 
great growth in their openness and 
desire to live religious life in a new 
way.

Solidarity with South Sudan

S. Ieda Tomazini 
General Councilor

One of the great graces of  being 
on the General Council is the 
opportunity to share the joys, 

sufferings and hopes of  people who 
sometimes have been reduced to being 
no more than information conveyed by 
the media. Another gift is the opportunity 
to be part of  the Administrative Council 
of  Solidarity with South Sudan, whose 
headquarters are here in Rome, at the 
International Union of  Superiors General 
(UISG). South Sudan is a country located 
in the North Africa with a population of  
approximately 11 million inhabitants, and 
which, although rich in natural resources, 
especially oil, is one of  the poorest 
countries in the world. 

Sister Gracy (left) with students

Solidarity with South Sudan is a project 
that was born in 2004, as a result of  
reflection on “Passion for Christ, Passion 
for Humanity”, at the Congress on 
Consecrated Life. On that occasion, the 

Bishops of  South Sudan made an appeal 
to Congregations to help in the areas 
of  health, education, agriculture and 
social work, with the goal of  preparing 
and empowering leaders. Insistence 
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on the preparation and training of  
South Sudanese leaders is aimed at the 
sustainability of  programs, projects and 
processes, and avoiding dependence on 
resources outside the country. More than 
260 congregations responded positively 
to this call and have collaborated 
with human and financial resources. 
Currently there are 26 religious, of  
18 congregations and 16 different 
nationalities, present on South Sudanese 
soil. Among these brave men and women 
is a Sister of  our Congregation, Sister 
Gracy Paul of  India. The members of  
the administrative staff  are tireless in 
speaking of   the wonderful work done by 
our Sister and her ability to be inserted 
in the realities of  this suffering and 
dangerous country. 
The constant bombings – mainly in 
border regions – increase the number 
of  dead and refugees. In addition the 
southern government invests almost 50% 
of  the country’s wealth in weapons, at 
the expense of  investments in education 
and health. According to Sister Yudith 
Pereira, a member of  the administrative 
team, which frequently visits development 
projects in South Sudan, Sister Gracy 
is much loved by the people, especially 
by girls who are raped and abused. 
They find in Sister Gracy a tender, warm, 
compassionate mother and companion. In 
a context where trust is crucial, they find 
in her the support they need to heal their 
pain and wounds. 
To give an idea of  all of  the reality, 

more than 70% of  the South Sudanese 
population is illiterate, a number that is 
greater among women. Child mortality 
rates are high and the number of  mothers 
who die during childbirth is high. Around 
7% of  South Sudanese girls marry before 
the age of  15 years and 42% between 
15 and 18 years. Millions of  people are 
homeless, without work and without their 
rights guaranteed. It is estimated that 
approximately 45% of  the population 
does not have access to any source of  
drinking water. The population suffers 
from the lack of  hospitals – which in most 

cases offer poor structural and hygienic 
conditions – and the lack of  health care 
professionals. 
In the week of  May 16 to 18, the annual 
meeting of  Solidarity with South Sudan 
took place. On the agenda were the calls 
to Congregations to share their human 
resources with people in need. Do we 
have the courage to go out of  our comfort 
zones and prophetically offer our gifts 
and skills to prepare and train leaders in 
this country? How can we develop skills 
in conflict resolution to interact in such a 
complex context?

ProvinCe/reGion/Mission

new

 saints

S. Glória Inês Giraldini (80) Brazil  30/05/2017
S. Rose Marie Spezatto (94) France  05/06/2017
S. Ann Reardon (72) USA  10/06/2017
S. Letícia de Maria Alves Galvão (92) Brazil  02/07/2017
S. Fidelis  Thompson (83) Nirmala  16/07/2017
S. Maria  Ignez Miranda (97) Brazil  29/07/2017
S. Dileta Flamia (99) Brazil  31/07/2017
S. Marcelle Agnès Mayet (96) France  10/08/2017
S. Angelina Maria Bortoloto (82) Brazil  11/08/2017
S. Marie Genevieve Point (97) France  13/08/2017

South Sudanese children
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BOIS JOLI Project (sequel)

For more than a year, Bois Joli has 
been housing members of  the 
Association of  the same name, 

including the 7 Sisters of  the community. 
Arriving one after the other, the laity 
(9, including 3 men) have had varied 
life courses: single, widowed, divorced, 
grandparents, students (2), retired, 
or still at work like David, who expects 
to conclude the sale of  his apartment 
to come join us. Beliefs are varied: 
Buddhists live alongside Christians 
and the unaffiliated, with great mutual 
respect. A small house completes 
the premises made available to the 
Association. During a House Council 
meeting, one of  the residents asked 
if  it was possible to host refugees. 
After approval by the Congregation, 
it was done: the Raribian family, who 
are Armenian, (parents and their 2 
daughters, Laura and Nune) live in 
St. Joseph House, while being part of  
the Association. They were officially 
welcomed during a meal shared in 
March. A few weeks later, Mrs. Raribian 
wanted to prepare a meal for us so we 
could try the specialties of  their country.
Each lay resident has signed a lease with 
a real estate agency that ensures the 
management of  the premises. Each is 
autonomous in their studio apartment, 
but enjoys public areas, meeting rooms, 
laundry and ironing room, library, lounge 
and also 3 studio apartments reserved 
to welcome our sisters, families and 
friends of  residents.  The Congregation 
is represented on the Board of  Directors 
of  the Association with two members 
by right. Residents attend a monthly 
House Council where life in the House is 
reviewed to the extent possible. There is 
a shared meal together every 15 days 

S. Marie-Pierre Ruche
France

for residents, who can invite someone 
from the outside.
Residents were invited to propose 
activities according to their tastes, their 
skills and their knowledge of  life outside. 
So everyone can choose, according to 
the time available and their own interests, 
that which suits them best from a list of  
possibilities. Some of  these activities are 
open to people from outside; each has 
a reference person. Among the activities 
are: secular meditation every week and 
‘mindfulness’ meditation every 15 days; 
Taizé prayer every month; gardening 
in part of  a meadow cleared near the 
House; listening to music each week in 
the parlor; cooking workshop led by one 
or another of  the residents according to 
their skills; learning how to manufacture 
cleaning products by hand; library, 
which is well-stocked with a resident in 
charge; writing/painting, proposed by two 
non-residents, every first Monday of  the 
month. The rooms are open to receiving 
groups (Lotus of  the mountains, 
catechists, philosophical symposium).
 Each member of  the community is part 
of  the Association and as such, may 
participate in activities like any other 
resident. The oratory, dining room, 
community room, which are specifically 

intended for our community life, are 
open to residents. Little by little, each 
one meets with the families of  residents, 
children and grandchildren, whose 
running and laughter echo in our walls! 
Relationships with the residents are very 
friendly and allow for a real opening 
to the world, and for the residents, a 
discovery of  religious life! What may 
we conclude? It’s an adventure in 
intergenerational and intercultural life. 
For now, people who participate in this 
adventure are happy to live in simplicity, 
mutual respect and trust. And the 
Congregation is happy to have opened 
the doors of  a nice place to share with 
others the Saint Joseph charism given to 
us by Father Médaille.

Community of Bois Joli : Sisters Agnes Moussiere, Isabelle Razafiariosa, Marie-Pierre Ruche, 
Jacinta Jorgenson,Marie Christine Fayet, Marie-Thérèse Bonin and Pascale Peronier
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Volunteering with the 
Homeless

I do volunteer work with the homeless 
population of  Curitiba, with the 
Franciscan Solidarity Service, 

coordinated by the Franciscan Friars. This 
project is a social service organization 
with the mission of  promoting actions 
and attitudes of  solidarity with the 
impoverished and marginalized, thus 
contributing to the exercise of  citizenship 
and social inclusion. 
On Wednesdays, I help to prepare food 
and also serve meals for 60 to 80 
people who live on the streets. Part of  
the assistance offered to this population 
includes medical consultations with 
professionals in social assistance and 
advocacy, as well as offering workshops in 
photography and hairdressing. 
On Mondays, I help at the secondhand 
shop, sorting clothes, with presence in the 
lobby and the store, being always aware 
of  the need to care for theses people. 
All the money received is used for the 
work of  the Service Center to benefit the 
homeless.
It’s very rewarding to serve these 
people. The orientation and social 
assistance team is very good.  However, 
understanding the reality and experience 
of  the people living on the streets is a 
challenge. This mission requires openness 
to new criess that arise from major urban 
centers.
In their own words, several people 
expressed their appreciation for the 
services offered by the Center and spoke 
of  the varied reasons for living on the 
streets:
 “I was an alcoholic and my family 
wouldn’t take me in; they kicked me out.  
I found the Service Center, I quit drinking 
and now, as a volunteer, I help other 

 S. Maria Ana Pinto 
Brazil

people to leave this way of  life; I’m from 
Curitiba”.
“I’ve got all my documents in order; I’m 
looking for work, so far unsuccessfully, 
so I’m still living in the street until things 
get better. I am from the state of  Espirito 
Santo”. 
“My parents did not accept my 
relationship with this guy, so we came from 
Paranaguá to begin a new life here in 
Curitiba, but we have nothing but a garage 
to stay in at night, and even then, others 
come and steal what little we have.” 
“When I got here, I was very depressed 

because I had lived for four years on the 
street. I was very aggressive, down and 
out. Over time I’ve changed. I went back 
to the person I was before. I have a taste 
of  living once again”.
Solidarity is expressed in the welcoming, 
in giving emergency assistance for basic 
needs, socio-educational activities, in 
fellowship, in referrals to the social 
assistance network of  the municipality 
and in the promotion of  human and social 
rights. We also promote the exercise of  
citizenship by means of  participation in 
the formation of  public policies.

Sister Maria Ana preparing clothes for the thrift store 

Homeless population waiting to receive food 
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“Kaire – Rejoice” – 
Ecumenical Meeting in Prague

The little village of  Tuchomerice in 
the outskirts of  Prague in the Czech 
Republic hosted this year’s meeting 

of  KAIRE in mid-June. I was privileged 
to be one of  the participants who came 
from all over Europe and for five days 
formed a powerful bond of  Christian unity. 
It was a very motley assembly:  K., a 
deacon in the Scottish Episcopal Church 
follows the simple gospel spirituality of  
St. Francis of  Assisi,  R. and I. from the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church live at the 
German Polish border and work for unity 
among the nations, D. is a member of  
the Reformed Church from Switzerland 
involved in spiritual direction especially 
for young people, E.P., a deacon in the 
Church of  Scotland is married and has 
two children … Z, a religious sister from 
Madagascar living in France,  follows the 
way of  St. Ignatius and serves the poor in 
a large city and L. a deacon of  the Church 
of  England who works mainly at night to 
get the drunk and drug addicted from 
the street and serves them spiritually. 
J. from Ireland, a catholic religious 
sister is ministering to the refugees and 
immigrants. Other participants came 
from Italy, Slovakia and the Netherlands. 
The hosting country, the Czech Republic, 
had merely four participants:  a member 

S. Celine Kalathoor 
Czech Republic

of  the Congregation of  the 
Little Sisters of  Jesus who as a 
Slovakian is living in a community 
in Prague, two sisters of  the 
congregation of  St. Charles 
Borromeo who had organized 
the meeting and a Sister of  St. 
Joseph from Plzen. Participants 
communicated and prayed in 
three main languages:  French, 
English and German. 
In September 1971 women 
who serve their churches as 
deaconesses or ordained ministers 
met together with  Catholic, Protestant, 
Anglican and Orthodox nuns/sisters at 
the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near 
Geneva/Switzerland,  to share  their deep 
desire to follow Christ in today’s world.  
They named their organization KAIRE, the 
Greek word which the angel used to greet 
to Mary: “Rejoice!’’(Luke 1, 28).
Through the years KAIRE is living its 
ecumenical charism and its own spiritual 
grace which includes. three inseparable 
aspects: the experience of  community, the 
experience of  communion, the experience 
of  listening and sharing the Word of  God.
The meeting in Prague was first and 
foremost an experience that there is but 
only ONE GOD who “brings everything 

together, in the heavens and on the 
earth, behind Christ who is leading the 
way and in whom we all are claimed 
as God`s own” (Ephesians 1,10-11). 
The group had the opportunity to 
meet representatives from different 
denominations such as the Greek Catholic 
parish, the Hussite parish, the Orthodox 
Church. A highlight was the visit to the 
“Bethlehem Chapel” in Prague, the place 
where the early reformer Jan Hus in the 
15th century preached the Gospel in 
vernacular language, something unheard 
of  before. The group learned a lot about 
the reality of  the different Churches in the 
Czech Republic. 

The English language group

KAIRE is a living inter-
confessional cell of  
persons, engaged in a 
monastic, diaconal or 
active service in their 
Church and in the world, 
moved by the Spirit, to a 
conversion to prayer, to 
one another, to Unity

Kaire logo



CSJournal  •  Year 2017 - n. 3CSJournal • June - August8

A Gift of Solidarity on Two 
Wheels  

Two electric bicycles.  This is the gift 
made by the Italian province of  the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Chambéry 

to a group of  eight African refugees 
who are housed in two apartments on 
the property at Casaletto in Rome.  The 
refugees, cared for by the local Jesuit 
Refugee Services, are self-sufficient in 
that they have jobs and do their own 
food shopping at local grocery stores.  It 
was sad to see them wearing out their 
shoes as they walked long distances.  
That is what led to the idea of  giving 
them two electric bicycles.  Thus a 
competition to raise money arose among 
the communities, relatives and friends of  
S. Clementina and S. Mariaelena, who, on 
the occasion of  the 25th anniversary  of  
their religious profession, expressed the 
desire to buy two bicycles for our guests.  
The NGO CSJ Missioni also generously 
contributed to this project of  offering the 
eight refugees now at Casaletto these 
two ecological means of  transportation.
The bicycles were given on June 
15, during a quick aperitif  outdoors 
under the pergola, since it was during 
Ramadan and our Islamic friends could 
not eat or drink anything until sunset.  
The entire General Council was present 
as well as leaders of  the European 
provinces, regions and missions who, 
having arrived in Rome for a June 16-20 
meeting, were able to participate in this 
family moment.  
The Italian province has offered housing 
to refugees since 2014, following the 
visit of  Pope Francis to the Astalli 
Refugee Center in September 2013, 
where he invited convents to open their 
doors to refugees. From that time many 

 S. Maria Cristina Gavazzi
Italy

religious institutions have decided to 
host people who are in Italy because of  
war and persecution in their country.
The desire of  congregations to open 
their door to refugees met the needs 
of  a new and innovative program of  
semi-autonomy for migrants, called 
a “community of  hospitality,” which 
includes our two apartments in Rome. 
Through this project we wanted to 
support the refugees in the delicate 
time of  transition between being 
received in the country and complete 
detachment from assistance. This stage 
of  establishing relationships and daily 
routines can be decisive for the success 
of  the integration process. This is why 
we enthusiastically welcomed the project 
of  hosting refugees already present 
in Italy, who have benefited from an 
initial reception where they learned the 
language and obtained the necessary 
documents. These are people who are 
taking their first steps into the world 
of  work and therefore need a support 
system to achieve full autonomy.
Since May 2014, we have offered 
hospitality to more than 14 men and two 

married couples. Most have been from 
Africa (Mauritania, Gambia, Eritrea, Mali, 
Senegal and Guinea) but some from 
Afghanistan as well.
Our Italian province works in partnership 
with Jesuit Refugee Services for this 
project, sharing common goals. While 
they are essentially independent from 
the religious communities, the refugees, 
alone or with their families, have a real 
opportunity to fully enter the society. At 
the same time, as a congregation, we 
have been challenged by the presence 
of  the refugees and led to consider how 
our charism can help as we face this 
contemporary challenge.

Two of the refugees with S. Sally (General Council) and four members of the Italian province: 
Sisters  Terenzia, Maria Luigia, Rosalba and Rafaella
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Christians in India

Bishop Raphy Manjaly, the Bishop of  
Allahabad diocese, Uttar Pradesh, 
on his recent visit to the sisters 

in the provincial house, Pachmarhi, 
Madhya Pradesh, spoke about the 
apparent prejudice against Christians 
expressed by the chief  minister of  Uttar 
Pradesh, India’s most populous state.  
When the bishops of  Uttar Pradesh paid 
him a courtesy visit after his election, 
Chief  Minister Yogi Adityanath said: “You 
need to reduce the fees and make your 
schools affordable for poor people as 
well. You need to respect all religions, so 
that they in turn may respect you. There 
should not be any conversions from one 
religion to another.”
It is true that the private schools owned 
by Catholic religious congregations are 
beyond the means of  poor families.  
Reducing the fees is not an easy option 
for them since they need money to pay 
their teachers a decent salary. Beyond 
the question of  cost, these private 
schools use English as the medium 
of  teaching, while most Indians speak 
only their local language.  In fact, in 
many cases, there are local medium 
schools for the poor children parallel 
to the English medium private schools, 

S. Navya Neelam 
Pachmarhi Province

Clad in saffron clothes to the right is the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh. Left is Bp. Raphy Manjaly along with the other bishops sitting in the chief  
minister’s office

while many dioceses have local medium 
schools. Creative plans for educating 
more poor children is an issue to be 
addressed by the schools concerned.  
The issue of  respect for other religions 
and conversions raised by the chief  
minister is one brought up by the 
BJP, the ruling party in India at the 
present time. Regarding conversion, 
it is important to realize that some 
protestant groups go around preaching 
in the name of  Jesus and try to impose 
their faith on anyone they see. Catholics 
have no control over that. “Apparently, 
the chief  minister (CM) did not know 
the difference between Catholics and 
other Christian denominations,” said 
Bp. Raphy.  Furthermore, Christianity is 
considered by some to be opposed to 
Indian culture.  
The link between Christians and western 
culture is rooted in the history of  
colonization, which ended in 1947 
with the end of  British rule. The British 
were English-speaking Christians who 
encouraged foreign missionaries to 
acquire land and build schools.  This led 
to the development of  the middle class 
of  the country through good English 
education and, as a result, India has 
been able to connect with the west. It is 
good education that has helped India to 
be what it is today economically. Today, 
though Christians are only 2.5% of  the 
total population of  India, many good 

institutions in the country are owned by 
them, especially religious congregations. 
So the Christian institutions continue 
to have a great positive impact on the 
people of  India. 
English is the main and common 
language used by nuns and priests 
whose native languages may be 
different. So when they are sent 
to minister in states having a local 
language they do not know, they find 
ways of  accomplishing their work even 
without being able to interact with the 
local people. This is one of  the practical 
difficulties faced by nuns and priests 
in India, which limits their ability to be 
inculturated in the local society and fully 
accepted by the local people.   
While Christian institutions give the 
people of  India the best of  services, 
whatever their religion, how many nuns 
and priests get actively involved in 
societal matters, and feel comfortable 
with the religious practices of  Indians 
who belong to other religions is a 
question. 
The challenge to Christians is to make a 
shift in their structures, devise ways and 
means to connect more and more to the 
common people of  the country instead 
of  remaining insulated, isolated islands 
in institutions. This is indeed important 
because the common people of  the 
country connect Christianity to nuns and 
priests.   
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Women and Migration in the 
African Context

The second event in a series focusing 
on religious and migration in the 
21st century, the workshop Women 

and Migration in the African Context took 
place on 6th to 8th June 2017 in Kenya 
East Africa. The whole was organized 
by six organizations of  religious who 
have a presence as NGOs at the UN in 
New York: Augustinians International, 
Congregations of  St. Joseph, Franciscans 
International, Passionists International, 
Sisters of  Notre Dame de Namur and 
Vivat International (which includes 
several congregations).
Among the close to 100 participants 
were S. Josiane and S. Malathi, of  the 
Chambéry congregation, presently 
ministering in Tanzania, and S. Justine 
(Annecy congregation, UN-NGO) In 
solidarity with the long and arduous 
journeys of  the migrants, Sisters Josiane 
and Malathi chose to travel overland 
to Nairobi in what was a hard and 
adventurous journey to arrive at the 
Dimesse Retreat Center.
In his opening address, Rev. Alfred 
Rotich, representing the commission 
for refugees, migrants and seafarers, 
recognized the importance of  reflecting 
together on these issues of  great 
concern and drawing up an action plan.  
He stressed the importance of  Jesus’ 
words: “As long as you did it for one of  
these the least of  my brethren you did 
for me,” as our world confronts the fear 
and loss of  life and home, resulting from 
conflicts and random acts of  terrorism. 
The mission of  the church is to the 
poorest and the most abandoned, which 
today includes refugees and migrants, 
who have nothing left but their courage 

S. Malathi Vasogowda 
Tanzania

Sisters, Josiane, Justine (UN-NGO) and Malathi with three African participants 

and the hope of  once more contributing 
to society. He stressed the need for more 
advocacy and awareness concerning 
refugees and especially women refugees.
Among the topics addressed were HIV/
AIDS and migration, promoting the right 
of  migrants to health services, gender 
equity and racial justice in migrant rights. 
We also heard the story of  Bihama 
Vedaste, a refugee from Rwanda, now a 
naturalized American citizen. His story 
was both frightful and enlightening as 
he recounted how he fought for his life 
after losing everyone in his family in the 
genocide. 
In the end we came up with an action 
plan which embraces several concerns: 
the need to train religious and other 
stakeholders in migration and refugee 
dynamics in order to build advocacy 
momentum and effective services for 
migrants, refugees and victims of  
trafficking in person; inclusion of  leaders 

of  other religious groups and other faiths 
in future meetings; use of  the existing 
network to amplify voices and increase 
visibility to better engage governments 
and other stakeholders to help migrants, 
refugees and their families.
The conference was a success on 
many fronts.  It revealed the depth of  
understanding and response of  African 
religious to migration and related issues. 
It brought the participants up to date 
on current migration issues, especially 
from the African perspective. It  proffered 
ways to improve grassroots responses 
and local advocacy using our networks 
to enhance civil society advocacy 
mechanisms in global migration and 
governance processes. It was a milestone 
in establishing a network which is poised 
to become a platform for action by 
religious groups and partners who are 
addressing questions of  migration and 
development within Africa.
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My Experience at the UN UPR 
Process in Geneva

Along with Sister Graziella of  the 
Italian Federation, I had the joy 
of  participating in the Universal 

Periodic Review (UPR) in Geneva at the 
beginning of  May, 2017. It was a great 
experience. 
In general, I would say that the Universal 
Periodic Review is a “good tool,” with 
both “gentle and strong pressure applied 
constructively,” and a school of  peace 
and mutual respect of  nations for one 
another. It is also a school for us, Sisters 
of  Saint Joseph. “Wow,” I was thinking, 
following the presentations and debates, 
our communities would be beautiful if  
they also lived, “this fraternal correction” 
between States!  
As Sisters of  Saint Joseph at the United 
Nations, we have made the choice to 
participate and contribute to systemic 
changes regarding the problems affecting 
our world, and especially those which 
damage people and ignore their dignity. 
Therefore, we have to develop plans 
of  concrete actions to strengthen the 
abilities of  our sisters at the base in 
the various countries and continents 
to understand and to begin the 
implementation of  the recommendations 
of  the UPR. This understanding and 
knowledge will allow, I hope, for a positive 
interaction between our sisters and the 
NGO at the United Nations. NGOs are 
responsible for collaboration with others 
to submit communications in the scope 
of  the UPR, and with those responsible 
for the decision-making in the drafting of  
national reports.
Our presence at the UN can help us live 
our vocation and charism as Sisters of  

S. Jeannette Londadjim 
Saint Joseph Institute, Algeria

Saint Joseph, because the work at the 
United Nations is essentially made up 
of  “relationships and communication.” 
This “little design,” at the heart of  this 
community of  nations, has us seek 
technical and other support from the 
Office of  the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and from other NGOs. 
This is a constant, living movement of  
the ‘double union’ in a figurative sense, 
as well as in a real and concrete sense, 
(person with person, ourselves with God, 
but also with the higher authority in our 
country or the United Nations).
In short, it was a great experience that 
made me aware of  the magnitude of  the 
task at hand and the many challenges 
facing us, if  we really want to participate 
in beneficial and lasting change for our 
world but also for the countries where we 
are in the world.

The UPR is a process that, 
every four years, examines 

the situation of  human 
rights in each of  the 193 

member states of  the UN.  
Documents prepared for 

each nation under review 
include a national report 
prepared by the country 

under review, information 
compiled by the UN High 
Commissioner for Human 

Rights and information 
prepared by organizations 

responsible for the 
protection and promotion 

of  human rights in that 
country.  
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Blessed to be a Blessing in 
Pakistan

We, sisters of  St. Joseph, at this time 
in history of  Pakistan are serving 
people in different ways through 

our selfless dedication to establish God’s 
kingdom.  It is only with true love and 
compassion that we can commence to 
mend what is broken in the world.  We 
are blessed to be a blessing to others 
and believe that God will continue to fill 
our lives with immeasurable love, joy and 
peace.
Guided by our charism, we are serving in 
Quetta, Balochistan, in different ways with 
a special focus on women.  Grounded in 
the fact that women are not less than the 
men, but stand hand in hand with men 
to play their vital role in the society, we 
work to empower women in several ways. 
Reaching out to the most marginalized 
and needy, we are educating these women 
concerning their rights and teaching 
them skills so they can help support their 
families.  Through a greater awareness 
of  their rights and duties, many isolated 
women have learned how they can 
become effective members of  our society. 
We are also helping these women at 
sewing centers where they learn new skills 
which offer them opportunities to better 
themselves and society.
Through different programmes and 
seminars we encourage people and help 
them grow in  confidence to become 
persons full of  life and feelings. This 
includes living in the presence of  God, as 

S. Sumaira Emmanuel 
Pakistan

it brings richness for 
one’s own self  and for 
others. The chief  goal 
of  our life is to share 
life in abundance with 
others. We believe that 
we are called to bring 
forth God’s will through 
our whole being as 
God’s blessings to us 
are not meant to end 
with us but to reach 
others through us. This 
we do by giving our 
prayers, time, talents, 
energies, supportive 
hands, words of  love, 
deeds of  kindness, sympathy, our total 
self, for others. We are able to accomplish 
this when we visit families, bringing with 
us our charism which encourages us to 
reunite broken families and learn the 
values of  reconciliation. This is but one 

way we are called to be with the poor and 
marginalized on the peripheries of  society.
Being a blessing for others is challenging 
but worth the effort, learning from our 
mistakes as we strive to be a voice for the 
voiceless in this present era. 

Women at the Sewing Center

Teaching women during a seminar


