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General CounCil Summary

Dialogue for Peace

Called to the vocation of  dialogue 
regarding today’s wounds is the 
resolve of  the Christian monastic 

community Deir Mar Musa in Syria, a 
community that sprang up in the early 
1990s for interreligious dialogue, in 
particular, between Christianity and 
Islam. Founded by the Jesuit Father 
Paolo dall’Oglio with Father Jacques 
Mourad, this Syrian Catholic community 
favors the interreligious dimension, 
which is its basic trait, and even 
ecumenism, that is, communion and 
unity between Christian churches. There 
are three pillars in this community: 
prayer, manual labor and hospitality.  

Hospitality is considered sacred, like 
that of  Abraham by the Oaks of  Mamre, 
because every guest is God. 
With the outbreak of  the crisis and 
armed clashes in Syria, the two priests 
were taken prisoner. There is no news 
of  the Jesuit Father, a prisoner of  
Isis since July 29, 2013, while Father 
Jacques, escaping after 5 months of  
captivity, returned to freedom last 
October. A friend and collaborator of  
the Italian Jesuit, he was one of  the first 
monks of  the community of  Mar Musa 
and, in spite of  the dangers arising 
from the conflict and threats of  seizure, 
he did not want to abandon his people. 
This week, speaking in Arabic, he 
shared his experience of  imprisonment 
and commitment to interreligious 
dialogue in a meeting held here in 
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Rome.  During his kidnapping, and while 
perceiving the fear of  death, Father 
Jacques never lost peace of  heart, a 
peace that came from continual prayer, 
which for him went up to God from the 
community, the Church and friends. 
During the 5 months he spent in a 
bathroom, where he was held captive, 
he had a chance to speak and interact 
with the executioners. At the beginning, 
they had violent reactions towards 
him, and they treated the prisoners 
with superiority, then slowly, through 
gentle and peaceful dialogue, but above 
all, because of  the constancy of  their 
meekness, the attitude towards them 
changed.  Often these same oppressors 
talked  at length, sharing the stories of  
their lives. 
God has given people the ability to 
speak because God knows that dialogue 
is the way in which we meet one 
another.  During the meeting, all present 
were invited  to not be dominated by 
fear which reigns these days in all of  
us, but to be open to build bridges and 

closeness with those who often 
are forced to flee. They may reach 
Europe without any enthusiasm, 
just because they felt compelled 
to do so, and because they have 
lost everything, even the meaning 
of  life in their own country. Father 
Jacques also advised those present 
and perhaps all of  us Christians, to 
begin to know and discover more 
about the religion of  Islam as a 
religion of  mercy and to be open to 
a deep and serious dialogue with 
Islam.   Building relationships of  
understanding and friendship with 
others who are different from us 
and from our way of  thinking is the 
sure way to build a future of  peace 
and brotherhood for all, just as 
we read in the Pope’s message for the 
World Day of  Peace, January 1, 2016.  
The Pope calls on all men and women 
of  good will to commit themselves 
confidently to build peace, because if  
it is true that it is a gift of  God, it is 
no less true that its implementation 

is entrusted to each of  us. The road 
indicated by the Pope to combat the 
globalization of  indifference requires 
a profound conversion of  the human 
heart, which will enable us, through 
the grace of  God, to be able to open to 
others in authentic solidarity. 

new

 saints

S. Alice Mary Chalakkal (80) Pachmarhi  12/09/2015
S. Gecyra Libera Guiotto (85) Caxias do Sul  16/09/2015
S. Thérèse-Françoise Tourt (88) France  18/09/2015
S. Ana Marilia Citon (85) Lagoa Vermelha  06/10/2015
S. Felix Puthenveetil (83) Nagpur  08/10/2015
S. Maria Erika Wienholt (89) Norway  09/10/2015
S. Marie-Assumpa André (81) France  10/10/2015
S. Therezinha F. Do Amaral Mello (82) São Paulo  15/10/2015
S. Jandira Soares Da Silva (94) São Paulo  19/10/2015
S. Anna Maria Valduga (102) Porto Alegre  28/10/2015
S. Marie Elisabeth Giroud Capet (93) France  01/11/2015
S. Ignes Michelin (90) Lagoa Vermelha  04/11/2015
S. Marie Louise Lamarche (88) France  10/11/2015
S. Mary Lucy Kannenkerril (83) Nagpur  15/11/2015
S. Marie Christiane Dubuisson (92) France/Belgium  22/11/2015   
S. Maria Gema Pellanda (97) Paraná  28/11/2015
S. Ida Mezzomo (93) Caxias do Sul  07/12/2015
S. Luisa Francesca Scorza (88) Italy  10/12/2015
S. Stephen Velikattel (70) Nagpur  11/12/2015

ProvinCe/reGion/Mission
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150 Years of Presence in 
Norway

Four brave sisters of  St. Joseph 
arrived in Norway from France on 
August 4, 1865, after a dreadful 

voyage to Christiania, the former name 
of  Oslo, the capital of  Norway. The ship 
nearly sank on the way and when they 
finally set feet on Norwegian soil, their 
legs were still shaking.
They found a country, culture and 
language that were unknown and 
strange to them, but had a vision 
of  serving the Church and bringing 
people to God. Upon their arrival, they 
were hungry and weary, but when 
they reached their humble abode, 
they consecrated themselves to the 
Sacred Heart and to Virgin Mary, on the 
principle that: “For true missionaries, 
the natural must always take second 
place, after the supernatural.”
On August 22, 2015 we celebrated our 
jubilee and our presence in Norway for 
150 years. On this day of  celebration 
we were joined by Sister Sally, from 
Rome, and three sisters from the 
Danish province. About 500 people 
crossed our threshold for the Open 
House we had that day. Some came 
out of  curiosity, but most because 
they wanted to celebrate with us. 
We welcomed many friends, former 
colleagues, pupils, even former patients, 
several of  our near neighbours and 
those from the parishes where we 
had lived. Our associates were, of  
course, there to celebrate with us and 
to help us to be a presence to our 
many visitors during the day. At several 
locations we explained our history, both 
local and international, our spirituality, 
and gave information about our retreat 
work and our associates. And we 
responded to several questions about 

our way of  living and our engagement. 
It was a day of  great joy. Our young 
sisters and candidates danced. The 
weather was splendid. There was room 
for everyone.
In his homily during our Eucharist of  
thanksgiving, our bishop, Bernt Eidsvig, 
spoke of  our presence in Norway: 
“History shows that you are older than 
the Catholic diocese of  Oslo, which 
was reestablished in 1953, older than 
the apostolic vicariate of  1892, even 
older than the apostolic prefecture of  
1869. You were in fact on the fringe 
of  the North Pole mission for a few 
years until it was disbanded and the 
prefecture for all of  Norway established. 
We Catholics in Norway do not have any 
institutions that are older, nor do we 
have any that have done more for the 
Church here, either in length of  time or 
in the wide range of  service you sisters 
have provided. You have run hospitals, 
schools, homes for children, homes 
for the elderly, boarding schools. You 
have supported the parishes where you 
have resided; you have cared for and 
encouraged priests in their loneliness, 
on inadequate salaries – to mention 
some examples. You have even helped 
in founding a new Congregation in 
Norway. 
The sisters have not only found their 
place in Norway – they have found 

their place in the Norwegian country, 
and indeed in Salvation History. I hope 
that you will continue to do so.....You 
chose to follow the 2nd Vatican Council’s 
challenge to all religious orders: to 
return to your origins and then look to 
the future in the light of  your original 
ideals. It would be from that source 
that renewal would come. . . . Now 
your retreat work is impressive; your 
associate companions are at home 
among you and share your apostolate. 
You have left behind all prejudice toward 
Lutheran Christians and you share your 
spirituality and insight with people whom 
the community of  1865 would have 
kept at a safe distance.......And then, 
something I find very encouraging, \you 
are thinking of  the future and have let 
young women from Vietnam hear the call 
to the religious life. They have come and 
you have reminded them continuously 
that a vocation must be taken in full 
freedom. Our Vietnamese Catholics have 
contributed significantly to the growth 
and the renewal of  the Church here 
in Norway these last 40 years. I am 
looking forward to seeing what they will 
achieve as St. Joseph Sisters.”
The celebration was, for us, a sign of  
God’s presence in our mission, and we 
continue to look with gratitude at our 
past, with joy at our present and with 
hope to our future.

S. Marie-Kristin Riosianu
Norway

All the Sisters of the Norwegian province who participated in the celebration
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Acting for Justice

When we consider recent world 
events, the 2015 General 
Chapter call to live the 

“Dynamism of  Reconciliation in the 
Peripheries of  our Fragmented World” 
takes on more meaning than it did a few 
months ago.  The wars in the Middle 
East, especially the widely reported 
conflict in Syria, have led to an immigrant 
crisis of  staggering proportions with 
the European countries overwhelmed 
by those fleeing violence.  Yet violence, 
both the threat and the act, has come 
repeatedly to European shores.   ISIS-
inspired terrorism was the source of  the 
slaughter of  over one hundred persons 
in Paris, France, in November. This in 
turn led to a virtual shut-down of  the city 
of  Brussels in Belgium, with fear that a 
similar killing spree might occur there.  
The slaying of  fourteen individuals in 
San Bernardino, California, USA, was 
also ISIS-inspired though the individuals 
responsible for this acted on their own. 
Our world is indeed fragmented, as is 
clear when one looks to the rhetoric 
and the political discourse in the United 
States. Donald Trump, Ted Cruz and 
other contenders for the presidential 
nomination have asserted that the 
United States should not accept any 
Syrian refugees lest they become 
radicalized and engage in acts of  terror.  
Governors of  over half  the states have 
declared that they will not let Syrian 
refugees settle in their state, though 
this would be impossible to enforce.  
Anti-Muslim sentiment continues to 
grow thanks to the fear mongering of  
numerous public figures.
In face of  this, we need to make our 
voices heard to proclaim the Gospel 
message of  loving care for those in 
need.  It is important to speak out and 

S. Barbara Bozak
USA

let those in power know that the rhetoric 
which excludes people because of  their 
country of  origin or their faith is not 
acceptable.  In the US, we can write 
to those in congress to support their 
actions in favor of  refugees or let them 
know we disagree with their decision to 
exclude those fleeing violence.  
Recently the governor of  Connecticut 
accepted a Syrian refugee family 
that had been rejected by another 
state.  Wanting to support this positive 
response to a difficult situation, many 
Sisters wrote to the governor, thanking 
him for doing so.  The Collaborative 
Center for Justice in Hartford, CT, the 
ministry in which S. Linda Pepe works 
to keep our sisters informed and 
to encourage them to participate in 

Syrian refugees at a refugee camp

letter writing, calls, and e-mails to our 
lawmakers, had asked the Sisters to 
contact the governor.  On a similar 
note those legislators from Connecticut 
who refused to vote for legislation that 
would have kept all Syrian refugees from 
entering the USA received letters from 
the sisters thanking them for their stance 
on this issue.   
These and similar actions which are able 
to be done by young and old alike, are 
ways to live out the call of  the 2015 
General Chapter, to work toward ending 
the divisions in our fractured world.  
Each of  us has the responsibility to know 
what is happening in our country and 
our world so we might encourage acts 
of  reconciliation and peace-making while 
protesting all that creates discord.

Governor Malloy of Connecticut announcing that the state will accept Syrian refugees
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What Weapons against 
Violence?

This is the question that we ask 
ourselves in face of  the reality 
that we live these days in Europe: 

what weapons have we against the 
violence that has manifested itself  in 
France and Belgium of  late, but that 
is also breaking out and exploding 
everywhere in the world, where human 
beings, in their radical extremism, lose 
their humanity.
Many voices were raised to denounce 
these despicable acts of  barbarism. 
Countless are those who say they are 
affected by sadness and anger, and are 
immersed in a nightmare, overwrought 
and dismayed, wounded and horrified. 
Here, governments, officials of  the Lay 
Society of  Church Leaders, Christian, 
Jewish and Muslim, agreed to invite 
communities to resist hatred, to 
maintain their values and respect those 
of  others, to join in building justice and 
peace, in respect and complementarity.
People of  any denomination or religion, 
of  all ages, those from “Rainbow” 

S. Maria Clara Penha Vieira
France/Belgium

cultures, demonstrate to show their 
rejection of  violence, and to proclaim, 
loudly and clearly, that no human being 
has the right to “kill in God’s name”. 
Parallel to these events, that we could 
call spontaneous, there are some 
organized activities: moments of  prayer, 
often ecumenical, but also steps toward 
interreligious dialogue, an openness to 
and reception of  cultural differences. 
Specialists and scholars tell us that, 
“in society, which has never been as 
rich as today, the fundamental question 
to ask is how to redistribute wealth 
and how to do it so that everyone can 
participate at the height of  their talents 
and receive a fair share in return.” 

They tell us that in reading the Bible, 
the Torah, or the Koran, we need to 
promote a way of, “positive reading, 
of  love, freedom, and respect for all.” 
Today, against the strategy of  division, 
proposed in so many ways, the antidote 
is really to engage in inter-religious and 
intercultural dialogue.” 
In this context, where we are committed 
as far as we are able, in a very simple 
and very unobtrusive manner, by a 
gesture, a smile, a warm welcome, 
we are aware of  the relevance of  the 
theme of  our 2015 General Chapter, 
“live the dynamism of  reconciliation 
and unity in the peripheries of  our 
fragmented world.”

In Brazil – One Province 

Gathering, based on an ancient 
tradition of  joining forces and 
resources at the service of  life 

and mission, the Sisters of  Saint Joseph 
of  Chambéry in Brazil decided to take 
the final steps towards organizing as 

S. Paula de São José Gobbi
São Paulo, Brazil

one province. 
Coming from different branches – São 
Paulo (Chambéry) and Paraná and 
Rio Grande do Sul, (Moûtiers), the 
three groups became Sisters of  Saint 
Joseph of  Chambéry in 1953. From 
1976 on, annual meetings of  the 
Provincial Coordinators and Provincial 
Councils began, resulting in many 
common training projects, deepening of  
spirituality and the charism, mission in 
the areas of  education, health, presence 

among the people, vocation promotion, 
administration, etc.
Feeling the need to be more effective as 
we sought to join forces and resources, 
an Inter-provincial Team for Reflection 
and Joint Action was created at the 
meeting of  the Councils in 2005. In the 
service of  the Provinces and Region 
until 2011, the team developed an 
extensive project with all the Sisters and 
presented a plan that promoted common 
action for mission, without ignoring the 
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dimensions of  life and spirituality. The 
Sisters approved with a vote of  90% 
in favor.  However, facing difficulties in 
implementation the team and project 
were suspended, directing the focus 
to spirituality, without forgetting the 
mission. 
In 2012, a new group was set up, an 
Integration Team, guided by Sister 
Virma Barion of  the Congregation of  the 
Carmelites of  Charity of  Vedruna, who 
accompanied the process. The team 
focused on spirituality and the charism, 
organizing important seminars and 
involving all the Sisters in the objectives 
of  integration, using chosen texts for a 
prayerful reading of  the word of  God. 
In 2013, based on the entire journey 
made personally, in community and in 
the seminars, each Sister was invited 
to indicate her choice for a model 
of  organization, either one or two 
Provinces in Brazil. In March, 2014, with 
the presence of  the General Council, 
the choice was made, with 83% of  the 
Sisters approving the organization into 
a single province in Brazil. In April, 
2015, an Integration Assembly was held 
in Itu, where Curitiba – PR was chosen 

as the seat of  the one province and its 
secretariat.
The next big step is the first Assembly 
of  the one province which will be held 
from January 24 to 30, 2016, in Porto 
Alegre, to elect the new provincial 
coordination and establish the next 
important steps in this journey, like 
the structure and organization of  the 

communities into different nuclei. 
And, here we are, Sisters of  St. Joseph 
of  Brazil, confident and hopeful as well 
as available, embracing the sentiment 
expressed in these words of  a song: 
“Go forward, always ardent at every 
moment, advance, advance! With hope, 
love and faith, a happy Sister of  Saint 
Joseph! “

Logo used in the process of integration: “Behold, I am doing something new.” (Isaiah 43:19)

A Sharing on the Chapter

S. Preeti Hulas
Provícia de Pachmarhi, Índia

Hearing about the General Chapter 
was a wonderful experience for 
me. I was very happy to see our 

Sisters who experienced that blessed 
meeting communicating with such 
confidence and conviction. In all of  it, I 
saw hope, enthusiasm and the desire 
to do something new to improve our 
fragmented world.
I was very happy to know my Brazilian 
Sisters better. It was the first time I 
met many of  them.  When I first came 
to São Paulo, Brazil, in April, 2015, 
I met several Sisters, but I couldn’t 
communicate because I didn’t know 
Portuguese. This time it was different.  
I was able to communicate with them 
and to know their mission, which made 

me very happy. The symbol that came 
to me while our Sisters shared their 
experiences of  the General Chapter was 
that of  a river that not only receives, 
but also offers its waters to all. It offers 
quality of  life to all who come in contact 
with the water. This was exactly what 
occurred in our meeting on the Chapter 
in Itu.
Meeting and sharing with the Sisters was 
a great opportunity. The communication 
inspired every one of  us. The Final 
document we received is our guide in the 
planning of  our personal, community and 
missionary life. My only prayer is that 
the sharing and guidance we received 
bring abundant fruit to unite the world in 
fraternity and harmony, creating a world 

Sister Preeti during the assembly
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of  peace, love and joy. An old adage 
says that what starts out well is already 
halfway accomplished.  I feel like we’re 
off  to a good start after the General 
Chapter and that it will continue thus. 
For me, the words of  Isaiah 43: 18-19 
became very significant: “No need to 
recall the past, no need to think about 
what was done before.  See I am doing 
a new deed, even now it comes to light; 
can you not see it? Yes I am making 
a road in the wilderness, rivers in the 
wild.” These verses are very challenging 
and full of  incentive to inspire a person 
to move forward without any doubt or 
hesitation. Formerly unaware of  the 
meaning of  this biblical passage, even 
though I had read it several times, I was 
practicing what it says. I’m in Brazil to 
learn a new language. I live immersed in 
a different culture, with different dietary 
habits and ways of  thinking.
At this point in the history of  our 

Sisters gathered in Itu for the sharing

Congregation, God is asking us all, 
Sisters of  Saint Joseph of  Chambéry, 
to take a step towards something 
new, to bring our charism alive in 
this fragmented world.  I feel that the 
General Chapter touched all spheres 

of  our lives as human beings and as 
religious, and left the doors open to 
meet the needs of  our time, to think 
globally and act locally to be a life-giving 
presence in any situation and wherever 
we are.

note froM the 
editor

The 2015 General Chapter 
was unique in several 
ways.  Four auditors were 

invited to share their wisdom 
on areas of  importance to the 
congregation.  For the first time, 
five associates joined the chapter 
for three days.  And a significant 

number of  sisters were first-time 
delegates.  In this issue of  the 
CSJournal we hear the voices of  
some of  these women as they 
reflect on their experience.  

Chapter Reflections
S. Nidhi Perumpilly
Tanmaya Province, India

On the 30th of  September, we 
boarded the train for Delhi - India 
to fly over to Rome for the General 

Chapter, an exciting journey with sisters 
from different provinces. On the train we 
shared thoughts, slept and watched the 

eccentricity of  fellow travellers. Three 
days later, on the 3rd October we found 
ourselves at Monte Cucco where we met 
sisters from different countries. Thanks to 
some lessons from Sr. Lorraine, we were 
able to say “hello” to sisters in Italian, 
French and Portuguese.
It was interesting to meet sisters from 
various countries and reflect together 
on “Living the dynamism of  unity and 
reconciliation in the peripheries of  our 
fractured world.” In this regard, the 
presentation by Ruth Patterson was truly 
touching and has brought home the 
deep meaning of  the chapter theme. She 
enlightened us by explaining in detail what 
this theme embraces. In many respects, 

S. Nidhi enjoying  a break in the Chapter 
meeting

S. Nidhi Perumpilly was one 
of  the many delegates who 
participated in a General Chapter 
for the first time.
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Grace received in many ways...

As an Indian Sister, representing 
France-Belgium at the 2015 
Chapter General was an amazing 

grace and a mystery to me. It was beyond 
my imagination, and at the same time, a 
privilege for me to participate for the first 
time with all the Sisters, delegates of  the 
Congregation.
For me, to live in a large Saint Joseph 
family at the international level was 
something unique and sacred. This 
chapter has allowed me to augment the 
sacrament of  encounter between us and 
to know better the life and mission of  our 
Congregation in a creative way that is very 
rich in color. I give thanks for the wonder 
of  God expressed through the provinces, 
regions and missions as the universal 
Church.
Throughout the chapter, I felt strongly 
attached to the road travelled with Ruth, 
Naomi and our deceased Sisters who 
accompanied us toward a future filled with 

the many projects needed to meet the 
new calls with their challenges.
For me, some of  the striking and very 
moving moments were the revision of  our 
Constitutions, sacred and historic, and 
the active presence of  our 5 Associates 
and the 2 Chinese sisters whose witness 
inspired me by their way of  living our 
charism in their daily lives.  The Chinese 
Sisters led me to recall my own vocation 

and our founders and our first Sisters 
who lived countless challenges. Ruth 
Patterson’s words about reconciliation 
gave me the strength and the impetus to 
be a bridge of  unity and communion for 
our fractured world to which I belong.
Through the words of  Cardinal João Braz 
de Aviz and this Chapter I am convinced 
that the dynamism of  reconciliation is 
possible for us, provided that each of  us 

S. Jona Chinnappan
France

Sisters Jeannine (France), Jona and Maria Clara (Belgium)

S. Augusta Mylackel (Nirmala), Nidhi, Agnes Vadasherry (Pachmarhi) and Annies Padayattil 
(Pachmarhi) at their table in the assembly hall

it prepared the chapter members for 
the Year of  Mercy. I was touched by her 
impeccable personality and presentation. 
Often I felt grateful to God for guiding 
the General Team to be in line with the 
thinking of  the Church.
In her presentation on the “New Normal,” 
Sandra Schneiders, IHM,  dwelt at length  
on the difference between pre-conciliar 
and post-conciliar religious life, and 
how it has shifted from “apostolic” to 
“ministerial.”  These two speakers led 
us into the work of  the general chapter 
which I continue to remember and relive. 
The meticulous and discerning Election 
process was touching. Now when I think 
of  the chapter days what comes crowding 
into my mind are the details for which 

the General Team was responsible and 
the excitement I nurtured while meeting 
sisters from different parts of  the world. 
I feel enriched and filled with enthusiasm  

by the presence of  every sister. And I will 
never forget the sisters of  Italian Province 
who took so much care of  us in many 
ways. 



CSJournal  •  Year 2015 - n. 5CSJournal • October - December 9

Gudveig and Kirsten Mikkelsen (Denmark) addressing the Chapter assembly

An Experience of Unity in 
Diversity

As an associate of  the Sisters of  
St. Joseph in Norway since 2003 
I was very happy for the invitation 

to go to the General Chapter and filled 
with hope for our common future.
It was wonderful to meet my fellow 
associates, listen to how they live their 
lives as associates, share what we have 
in common, and learn how everyday 
realities are very different in Brazil, USA 
and Europe.  While material poverty and 
social need are the reality in Brazil, in 
rich, secular countries like Denmark and 
Norway, we experience a great spiritual 
poverty and need.
When I came into the large chapel 
and saw the symbols of  the different 
religions in the world, I saw a visible 
sign of  unity in diversity.  Seeing the 
memorial wall with pictures of  sisters 
who died since the last chapter, I was 
reminded that we are standing on their 

Gudveig Løchen
Associate, Norway

shoulders.
During the three days we were at the 
Chapter, we joined the sisters in their 
communities of  discernment, in their 
prayer groups, and in the groups 
processing the calls.  It was here that I 
experienced how the sisters listened so 
respectfully to each other, wanting to 

understand the other’s reflections and 
point of  view.  I was deeply touched to 
meet all these strong women of  God, 
from all over the world, living unity in 
diversity and reconciliation, wanting to 
be God’s hands and feet in the world. 
Seeing God in the other, the other also 
being God’s beloved.

ceases to be centered on oneself  and 
lets God be central. This asks of  me an 
attentive listening to the murmurings of  
the Holy Spirit, who is constantly at work 
in me to build mercy, justice and peace, 
in a more just and real way, in a fraternal 
relationship which is at the heart of  our 
charism of  Sisters of  Saint Joseph and the 
Gospel.
I am very grateful to God and to our 
General Council which allowed me to live 
an exceptional experience in trust and 
faith.  For me, it was not to understand all, 
but to taste true joy through this chapter 
to the degree possible for me.  I am very 
grateful to each who contributed to my 
growth.  

Sisters Elizabeth (China), Marianne Bode (Denmark) and Jona
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An Associate at the General 
Chapter

At the General Chapter, we associates 
experienced listening, dialogue, 
and witness in our daily living, in 

spirituality and in mutual assistance. This 
gave us a greater sense of  responsibility 
to better respond to the associate 
mission and to be increasingly active 
witnesses of  unity and communion.
We associates from Brazil, Italy, Norway, 
the United States and Denmark, talked 
about ourselves, how we live and how 
the associates live in our countries. For 
Brazil, we told about the successes and 
difficulties of  the Brazilian people and 
the importance of  spiritual formation 
and preparation for the associates, with 
regard to missions and evangelization. 
The representative from Italy spoke about 
the mission in which she participated with 
her husband through the Congregation, 
and that in Italy there are no associates, 
but rather collaborators. She believes 
there will soon be an associate group. 
The associate from Norway said that, 
after her retirement, she finds fulfillment 
through this spirituality, as missionary and 
evangelizer.  Having been a head nurse in 
a hospital she felt a void in her heart, but 
filled it with something valuable, that is, 
with spirituality. The representative of  the 
United States had been a Lutheran, as 
was her husband and children, but found 
her way in the Catholic Church. She said 

Eli Oliveira Gomes Gatti
Associate, Brazil

that in her country, appropriate texts are 
being prepared for Associate formation. 
The Associate from Denmark said that 
it is very difficult to talk about Jesus in 
her country. Some committed Associates 
have moved away and others without a 
commitment continue firm and strong in 
this spirituality.  She is a retired teacher 
and does volunteer work in schools.  Most 
lay people are Lutheran, but she was 
delighted with our spirituality and follows 
it. We were present for the JPIC report. 
This Committee deals with the urgencies 
of  the planet and leads us to think about 
our commitment to live an ethical lifestyle. 
They have two major projects.  One is 
encouraging Sisters and Associates to 
share the charism and witness to it. The 
other is reflection on the urgencies in the 
world. In addition to contact Sisters, they 
would like to have contact associates as 
part of  the JPIC Commission.
In the presentation on “come and 

see”, the following questions came 
forth: “How can we best match the 
thirst for spirituality and respond to the 
associates? What space do they occupy 
in the Congregation? How can we reply 
to their expectations?” The Sisters said 
the associates could be an extension of  
their ministry. Yet, the most  important 
is relationship and the experience of  the 
charism. The Congregation continues 
to be enriched by the presence of  us 
associates, through sharing deeply 
our way of  living the spirituality. The 
associates are a blessing to the 
Congregation and a call to strengthen 
partnerships in living the charism and 
mission commitment. 
I realized that we associates live in many 
different countries, but we are very 
similar, because we eat the same bread 
and drink the same wine. May we be 
witnesses of  justice, living like a leaven of  
unity in society.

Associates gathered with the General Council: Gudveig (Norway), Eli (Brazil), Maggie (USA), 
Kirsten (Denmark), Francesca (Italy), Sisters Ieda and Philomina

 A Time of Great  Blessing

The 2015 General Chapter was a 
time of  rich blessings, great joy 
and dynamic motivation, beginning 

S. Joyce Kanakunnel
Nirmala Province, India

with the positive experience of  the initial 
days. We had a tangible experience of  
our charism of  unity with the great love 
and bonding among us who came from 
different provinces, regions, missions.
All were deeply enriched by the great 

respect each one had for the other and 
her culture. A great zeal for mission and 
the spread of  God’s kingdom was evident 
in the marvelous ways our sisters are in 
ministry in different countries.
The Chapter experience transformed 
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The four auditors, S. Linda (USA), S. Flavia (Tanmaya), S. Joyce and S. Delcia (Brazil), share 
their wisdom with the Chapter

An Auditor at the General 
Chapter

In simplicity, I share with you my 
involvement as an auditor during the 
2015 General Chapter. I feel that I 

was invited by God, through the General 
Council, which offered me an opportunity 
to deepen my sense of  my current 
mission. It was a moment of  God in my life 
and in the life of  my community, because 
the theme of  reconciliation put me in 
touch with my personal disjointedness, 
that of  my community, the Congregation 
and especially our world. Reconciliation is 
no longer merely a word, but has become 
an attitude of  life, the key to living unity 
and communion in daily life. 
In the sharing of  the Provinces, Regions 
and Missions through symbols, I saw the 
Congregation in each Sister and associate, 
in communion and reconciliation. This 
experience will make me more committed 
and closer to each Sister and associate.  I 
will be co-responsible.
I thought it important to share three 
points about our San José nursing home 
in Brazil. (1) I recognize the importance 

S. Delcia Decker
Brazil

of  helping the Sisters there live happily, 
serenely and confidently by recognizing 
that each has spiritual and human 
treasures accumulated throughout her life.  
(2) It is important that each Sister have 
her life project, to be able to dream and 
be open to others and the realities of  our 
world, so suffering and fragmented. (3) 
Our nursing homes need to be centers 
of  spirituality – theological places, living 
spaces where one prepares for the final 
journey to the House of  God Father/
Mother. 
As an Auditor in this General Chapter, my 
schedule would have been to leave just 

before the time of  elections. However 
something inside me persuaded me to 
seek the possibility of  coming back after 
the elections, because I realized that the 
Chapter was still going on ... And so I was 
a part of  the process until the end. The 
other three Auditors went back to their 
countries, and I went back to the Chapter. 
I realized how important it was to take 
part in the last week, to have a vision of  
the whole, the cycle of  the conclusions 
and to see the commitment of  each one 
as congregation. This “staying,” provided 
a more complete view of  the General 
Chapter. 

each of  us who had been touched by 
the importance of  reconciliation which 
strengthens our motivation and keep us 
focused on who we are called to be as 
Sisters of  St. Joseph.
As the result of  the general chapter the 
dynamic calls which motivates us are 
several.  We are called to be aware that 
the charism of  reconciliation and unity 
is necessary and vital for our society 
and planet. Thus it is important to seek 
reconciliation with God, between people 
and with the universe, always promoting 
good relationships inside and outside our 
homes.  We also heard the call to maintain 
the values of  consecrated religious 
life in an environment that emphasizes 

individualism.  This includes  deepening 
our community life and passion for the 
charism and inviting others to be part of  it  

And it was clear that, to keep this alive, we 
must believe that we are in mission at all 
stages of  life.  

Sisters Angela (Denmark), Delcia, Miriam Rosa (Brazil) and Virma (facilitator) watch Toya 
(facilitator) try out a chimarrão
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S. Susan Cunningham (USA) and S. Susanne in the Chapter Hall

General Chapter 

Although this was my first experience 
as a  delegate to a General Chapter 
I had been part of  the preparatory 

committee so I  had some idea what would 
happen.   Yet as I look back and reflect on 
the Chapter I realize that I could not have 
imagined how the meeting would  really 
be.
We had some excellent presentations by 
Ruth Patterson about Reconciliation and 
Sandra Schneiders on the “New Normal” 
– both of  which touched me deeply.  Ruth 
suggested  that we be bridge builders and 
see reconciliation as “walking together 
again” - an invitation and challenge for 
all of  us. The New Normal that Sandra 
Schneiders talked about pointed to the 
fact that we can not “go back” to life as 
it was before the Second Vatican Council, 
even though it some people idealize that 

Susanne Hoyos
Denmark

time, saying for how good everything 
was before. Her explanation of  this 
encouraged me. 
I was touched to hear from all our 
Provinces, Regions and Missions, to learn 
of  their reality and their struggles.  It 
struck me that the process of  the five 
Brazilian provinces and one Region 
becoming a single province can be a good 
example for us in Europe.  They have 
made the choice to be one in order to 
more easily give more time and personnel 
to the real need:  the mission.  The 
chapter suggested that we need to begin 
and work more together in Europe, and 
there was energy around that idea.
It was an eye-opener for me to listen 
to and meet the sisters from China.  I 
learned about the difficult situation of  
the Catholic Church as an underground 
church and how the sisters struggle to 
live their religiuos commitment despite the 
situation.  It was interesting to hear how 

they came to contact our Congregation,  a 
sign of  God’s providence and enrichment 
for all of  us.
So many things touched me deeply during 
the Chapter, one of  them being the vist of  
Cardinal João Braz de Aviz, the Prefect of  
the Congregation for Religious and Secular 
Institutes.   He simply spoke out of  his 
heart,  and without knowing it, his words 
reflected our charism of  unity and being 
present to the poor. He was as humble 
and straight forward as Joseph, a true 
brother of  the Sisters of  Saint Joseph.
I returned home full of  new life and 
enriched  by all I had experienced, 
even though I must admit it was quite 
exhausting  especially with the need to 
communicate across all the different 
languages.  This is a constant challenge 
for us as a congregation.  I can only 
encourage and invite all our sisters and 
associates to learn as many languages as 
possible.

S. Susanne enjoys the sunshine at Monte 
Cucco


