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General CounCil Summary

Where Do the 
Sisters of Saint 
Joseph Live?

In January this year, Sister Philomena 
and I visited the region of  Bolivia.  We 
were delighted with how close the 

hierarchical Church is with our Sisters. On 
that occasion, the Bishop of  the Diocese 
of  Santa Cruz, in addition to presiding at 
mass in the tiny chapel in the house of  
the Sisters, devoted an entire afternoon 
explaining the local ecclesial organization, 

as well as the priorities, concerns, and 
challenges of  the Catholic Church in 
Bolivia. During his presentation, he said 
that he had asked directions to the house 
of  the Sisters, because he didn’t know 
where they lived. A teenager said, “I don’t 
know the Sisters of  Saint Joseph, but if  
you’re looking for the Sisters who serve 
the poor, they live on Palmeras Street.” 
The teenager had explained their work. 
The Bishop’s satisfaction in meeting our 
Sisters and freely spending a significant 
amount of  time with them, made me think 
about the kind of  relationship we have 

Sr. Ieda Maria Tomazini
General Councilor
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established with the Church hierarchy and 
with the people of  God in various social 
contexts. This made me reflect on what 
people say about us, how they see us, and 
if  they know where we live. The echo of  
the answer to the question, “Where do the 
Sisters of  Saint Joseph live?” continues 
to resonate within me and creates a 
hymn of  praise to God, praise for the 
presence of  our Sisters in the midst of  the 
materially poor, in places where there is 
intolerance and religious conflicts, where 
Christians are part of  minority groups, 
and where materialism and religious 
indifference generate an individualism that 
dehumanizes relationships. This made 
me recall also the journey that Sister 
Sally and I made to China in May, for the 
purpose of  getting to know better the 
Sisters of  Saint Joseph of  Handan, China, 
who had approached our congregation, 
and to know where they live, how they are 
organized and what they expect of  our 
congregation. 
Handan is a city in the southwest of  Hebei 
province, China.  It has a population of  
approximately 5 million inhabitants and is 
around 400 kilometers from Beijing. On 
the outskirts of  this city, on October 1, 
1989, was born the “unofficial Church” of  
China.  The Congregation of  the Sisters 
of  Saint Joseph of  the Diocese of  Handan 
today consists of  37 Sisters. More than 
we can imagine, this congregation has 
many foundational elements similar to 
those of  our congregation. According to 
the narrative of  one of  the Sisters of  the 
founding group, the idea came to be in 
1981, but was brought to being only eight 
years later. In the 1980s, according to 
Sister Rujing, there was talk about rules 
and ways of  life of  the Sisters, but not 
about what consecrated religious life was 
and what it implied. She and other young 
women exchanged ideas on the possibility 
of  forming a congregation. They wanted 
to get together to pray and to evangelize 
through preaching the Gospel. With no 
idea of  how or where to start, they shared 
their desires among themselves and then 
with a priest. They tried to join some 
women who had been Sisters before the 
1949 Revolution. But what these Sisters 

had to offer wasn’t quite what the young 
people aspired to. The young women, in 
an attempt to answer the call to proclaim 
the word among the people, helped each 
other with readings, prayer and sharing 
the word of  God in prayer groups in the 
homes of  Christians. They had no house, 
no address, and no name.  
From 1981 to 1989, the situation was 
quite troubled. Little by little the Church 
was organizing, and
communities arose, then a parish, 
and then the Diocese. There were no 
congregations in the locality. The group 
of  young women existed and heralded 
the Gospel, but was not recognized by 
the Church. Priests, noticing the existence 
of  some congregations, sent the young 
women to meet or to join with them. 
These congregations, linked to the Official 
Church, were very structured. The young 
women did not want that lifestyle. They 
knew what they wanted, but didn’t know 
how and where to start. 
In August 1989, a priest spoke 
to them about the need to have a 
local congregation and requested  

congregations to help with formation. 
Many refused to help them; others 
wished that they simply become members 
of  their own existing institutions. 
Finally, a congregation of  Saint Joseph 
opened space for them and made their 
Constitutions available. This priest also 
knew of  two other models, one of  them 
being the Congregation of  the Sisters of  
Saint Joseph. With the three Constitutions 
in hand, seeing this as the lifestyle to 
which they aspired, they wrote their own 
Constitutions. 
As they were building their story, 
aspirants to religious life arrived. They 
educated themselves using the means 
and resources they had, only from books. 
Then, on October 1, 1989, the official 
date of  the founding of  the Congregation, 
four young people made their first vows. 
Sister Rujing Wang is one of  the four who 
professed her vows. According to her, 
they had this ritual because they had 
been asked by the Bishop to become a 
congregation, but they didn’t know what 
this meant. Later, the bishop tried to annul 
this, but they said that in their hearts, 

Sisters Sally and Ieda visiting Chinese Sisters
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this was what they wanted. A priest, who 
knew Canon Law, realized this and sent 
them to do at least one year of  novitiate 
in community.  They themselves were 
both the students and the formators. 
And, parallel to this, they formed other 
young women who aspired to religious 
life. In 1990, a second group of  novices 
made profession. And so they multiplied, 
without much or almost no structure, no 
residence, living from providence and the 
charity of  their own Christian families and 
friends, who esteem and respect them, as 
well as by the fruit of  their work. 
Where do the Sisters of  Saint Joseph live? 
In Handan, they live where they can’t 
be identified as a religious group. They 
live in houses provided by a benefactor, 
family member or friend. They live with 
host families so that they can carry out 
their work of  evangelization. They live in 
winter or summer camps, among young 
people, children and adults. Four years 
ago, always with the help of  friends and 
benefactors, they built a spacious and 
beautiful house on donated land.  It is a 
space for meetings and times of  prayer. 
From there, Sisters depart for the mission 
and in it, they are supported by prayer.  
They go two by two to preach the Word 

to those who thirst for God and thus 
meet the needs of  the people. They live a 
natural itinerancy. 
The unofficial Church has helped and, 
albeit timidly, has approached this 
congregation and would help more, but, 
according to the Apostolic Administrator 
of  the unofficial Church, it lacks experience 
and does not know how to help them. The 
Sisters shared with us their wish and how 
they hope we might help. Sally, Clementina, 
Philomena and I will take this reflection to 
the Chapter. To help us in the presentation 

of  the proposal, we invited two Sisters of  
Saint Joseph of  Handan to participate in 
the Chapter.
Our visit was highly anticipated by the 
Sisters and a great enrichment for us. We 
feel closer to them, and were challenged 
to carry the charism of  unity to that 
soil, where we have never been before. 
Upon saying goodbye, the Apostolic 
Administrator told us, “See Sisters, the 
doors of  the Church in China are open to 
receive the charism of  your Congregation. 
Welcome!”

Sisters Sally and Ieda at a meal in China

In the Footsteps of Father 
Médaille in Haiti

We wish to share a little of  all that 
we experienced and hold in our 
hearts from our days in Haiti: May 

26 to June 9. This was a mission journey 
to experience the hallowed ground of  the 

Sr. Teresinha Fachin and 
Sr. Helena de Fatima dos Passos
Brazil

Haitian people, and our Sisters of  Saint 
Joseph of  St. Vallier, who are marking their 
presence in that country for more than 
50 years. We were touched by the reality 
and culture of  origin of  their postulants 
and young people,  meeting their families 
and the communities of  Sisters, creating 
closer ties and growing in communion.  In 
this way, it will be possible to begin the 
integration of  the Brazil/Bolivia Novitiates 
with the Novitiate of  the Sisters of  Saint 
Joseph of  St. Vallier, in 2016 - 2017.

In the course of  these days, we crossed 
the country several times, in order to visit 
the families of  the young people and, on 
those trips, only God and Father Médaille 
know what was going on in our hearts. 
Some feelings we were able to share 
among ourselves and in our rereading, 
others, we stored in our hearts, because 
we did not know how to express them...  
How generous were the families of  the 
young people and what a spirit of  faith 
and belonging to the Congregation!

ProvinCe/reGion/Mission
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We point out that the Haitian people are 
very welcoming and express in their faces 
an impressive dignity, even in suffering. 
Women, especially, are fighters and very 
resilient.
As for the reconstruction of  the country 
after the 2010 earthquake, many things 
were rebuilt at a slow pace and with the 
help of  NGOs. We had the opportunity to 
view the new Cathedral of  Port-au-Prince 
and pass in front of  what is left of  one of  
the walls of  the destroyed Cathedral of  
Notre-Dame. It remained standing after 
the earthquake, and the Haitians left it 

JoininG forCes 

The process was initiated in 
February, 2015, when Sisters 
Lourdes Toussaint – Mistress 
of  Haitian Postulants and 
Regional Coordinator of  Haiti, 
and Jeanne d’Arc Auclair 
– a Canadian and Superior 
General of  the Congregation 
– made contact with the 
Province of  São Paulo and 
those responsible for the 
Brazil/Bolivia Novitiate. They 
expressed that integration had 
been a desire of  the Sisters of  
Saint Joseph of  St. Vallier for a 
long time.  They said, “We need 
to do something so we do not 
feel suffocated.” For a while, 
they journeyed with the Sisters 
and young people in Haiti, who 
agreed and welcomed the idea. 
As Sisters of  Saint Joseph of  
Chambéry, we emphasized 
that the most important thing 
is to keep our essence, the 
Spirituality, the charism and 
the experience of  God, for our 
roots are the same.
The Sisters of  Saint Joseph of  
St. Vallier are present in France, 
Canada and Haiti. In Haiti, 
there are 23 Haitian Sisters 
and three Canadians organized 
into five communities. Five 
postulants will come to Brazil. 
They are between the ages of  
21 and 35 years, coming from 
the south, north and northeast 
of  Haiti.
The arrival in Brazil of  
Myrlande, Céline, Margaline, 
Isline and Michelande is 
scheduled for between late 
July and early August. They will 
join different communities, to 
facilitate learning Portuguese 
and to meet the various 
realities of  Brazilian culture.

From left to right: Sister Helena de Fatima Passos, Michelande Destimable, Céline Eznor, Isline 
Surlin, Sister Teresinha Fachin, Margaline Amérique Exalus and Myrlande Jean-Philippe

From left to right: Sister Lourdes Toussaint (Coordinator of the Region of  Haiti), Sister Merline 
Joseph (Novice), Sister Guerline Sumerville (Junior Sister), Sister Loudide Nelson (School Direc-
tor), Sister Teresinha Fachin and Sister Yolette Assilien (Junior Sister)

there as a monument to the disaster and 
surmounting it.  It was a very impressive 
moment. Only silence and prayer can 
express all that the site represents. Living 
with our Sisters of  St. Vallier was a time of  
joy and fraternity. 
As expressed in Exodus 3, “Take off  your 
sandals, for the earth you’re standing 
on is holy ground.” We can also say that 
our hearts were burning; we could hear 
the screams of  the people, and our eyes 
could see how even in the face of  this 
harsh reality, how the people keep hoping 
to continue to live.
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A New Beginning

May 21st 2015 was a great day, 
as we, Sisters of  St. Joseph of  
Chambéry, Pachmarhi Province, 

inaugurated Parakapara Mission in the 
state of  Kerala. Parakapara is a small 
village in Kannur, in a Muslim region 
on the northern coast of  Kerala.  It is 
an area rich in beauty with hills and 
valleys, flowing rivers and streams and 
fertile soil. 
We arrived in a newly formed parish, 
having been invited by the Rev. Dr. 
Alex Vadakumthala, Bishop of  Kannur. 
It was a grace filled moment when 
we were welcomed by the new parish 
priest and the parishioners, very 
simple people without a shepherd. 
Most of  them are labourers living 
in the hills. Our presence gave life 
to a new parish as was clear in the 
presence of  about 400 people who 
gathered for the blessing of  the 
new house. In this moment of  new 
beginning for us, the parishioners, 
along with enthusiastic youth, were a 
visible support.

Sr. Annies Padayattil
Pachmarhi  Province, India

Responding to the call for 
a missionary presence in 
Kannur, Srs. Cicily, Sushma 
and Pramila  braved their way 
to form a new community. 
Pope Francis tells us to offer 
freshness and generosity in 
our ‘Yes’ to God so as to find 
new ways of  living the Gospel.  
Our priority in Parakapara is 
faith formation and pastoral 
work. The harvest is plentiful. 
The long awaited dream of  our 
having a house in Kerala is 
fulfilled.

Sister Alice, the provincial, watches as the bishop lights the lamp as the house is blessed

Visitors are offered refreshments

new

 saints

Sr. Victoria Armiliato (90) Caxias do Sul  04/06/2015

Sr. Lidia Tiecher (79) São Paulo  13/06/2015

Sr. Enedina Dambros (85) Caxias do Sul  02/07/2015

Sr. Therezinha Del Pizzol (84) Lagoa Vermelha  05/07/2015

Sr. Páscoa Maria Gasparin (81) Paraná  05/07/2015

Sr. Marie-Noel (90) France  08/07/2015

Sr. Ana Lúcia Picolotto (80) Lagoa Vermelha  10/07/2015

Sr. Olga Pazinato (87) Lagoa Vermelha     11/07/2015

Sr. Henriette Cembrani (93) Caxias do Sul  14/07/2015

Sr. Lourdes Bernardina Zamban (83) Caxias do Sul  16/07/2015

Sr. Giuseppa Greco (95) Italy  18/07/2015

Sr. Maria Alfrida Dallegrave (88) Porto Alegre  22/07/2015



CSJournal  •  Year 2015 - n. 3CSJournal • June - July6

Bolivia: a Dream Come True

On December 17, 2014, I left Brazil 
for Bolivia, to live a missionary 
experience, a long-standing wish 

and desire, to feel, see and share life with 
the people of  another country.  I arrived in 
Santa Cruz de La Sierra, in the company 
of  Sister Antonia Mandro, Coordinator of  
the Region of  Bolivia.  I was welcomed 
warmly by the Sisters who were preparing 
for their retreat and annual assembly, a 
great opportunity for me to get to know 
the life, mission and the work of  all the 
communities in the region.
Everything was new to me: climate, 
customs, spirituality, and language.  In 
fact, speaking Castilian Spanish, necessary 
to live with the Sisters and the people, 
was the biggest challenge. Sometimes I 
understood some words, other times we 
communicated only through the heart, 
eyes, and smiles - and nothing else. But, 
little by little, I was adjusting, seeing, 
listening and trying to say something. 
I spent a month in Santa Cruz and 
then went to the State of  Beni, passing 
through the capital, Trinidad, to reach 
San Ramon, where I lived for six months 
in the community of  Sisters Darcy and 

Sr. Aldenora Martins de Sousa
Brazil

Bernadette. It was a rich experience of  
fraternity, of  communion and good wishes, 
for which I am very grateful.
With these people I got to know the reality 
more closely, including their way of  living 
and their characteristic way of  sharing. I 
joined a group of  18 women which Darcy 
accompanies and saw the crafts they had 
brought to share.  Through this group, 
I was brought face-to-face with the gifts 
and the creativity of  Bolivia. 
I also had the opportunity to visit San 
Joaquin where we had had a mission, 
and Magdalena, where Sisters Santina, 
Francisca and Jacinta live and minister. 
There, I stayed a week, sharing crafts 
techniques with another group of  15 
women, coordinated by Sister Santina. 
It was another rewarding experience to 
meet with interested women, who were 
available morning and afternoon, enjoying 
their time and the days that were too 
short days for what they wanted to learn. 
It was clear that they all wanted to learn 
something new and to pass on to others 
what they learned, multiplying knowledge.
Having been sent by the N/NE Region 
of  Brazil, I gave this mission entirely 
to God upon leaving Brazil, and I 
was given the strength to overcome 
homesickness, and to adapt and live with 
joy all that happened each day.  I made a 

commitment to live the mission, bearing 
in mind three attitudes that are important 
upon arriving at a new place: sharing, 
listening and compassion. These values 
accompanied me during the time I was in 
Bolivia, trying to witness to the presence 
of  the love of  God and the Congregation. 
I can say that this  was a special time 
of  living experiences and challenges, so 
much so that I’m not saying I’m not going 
back to Bolivia.  I did not say, “Goodbye,” 
but rather, “See you later.”. 

Craft techniques taught by Sister Aldenora, on the right

Sister Aldenora with Bolivian children

Sr. Antonia Mandro
Coordinator of  the Region of  Bolivia

Sister Aldenora arrived in Bolivia 
in December, 2014 and returned 
in June, 2015. She wished to 
have a missionary experience 
across borders, but had to wait 
for God’s time. She desired 
to share her gifts in crafts 
with women and get to know 
another culture. She was a very 
expressive presence. The doors 
are open for her to return, as 
well as for other Sisters who want 
to come to Bolivia to live the 
missionary spirit across borders.
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The UN Develops the Post-
2015 Agenda

As the United Nations moves from 
the Millennium Development Goals, 
whose target date was 2015, to 

the Post-2015 Agenda, it continues to 
organize meetings around the globe.  
Recently, at the UN headquarters in New 
York, there was a High Level Political 
Forum on Sustainable Development.  
This meeting, held June 26 – July 8, 
2015, is an annual event, meant to keep 
all governments engaged in working 
toward Sustainable Development. 
The Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which will be adopted by the 
UN member states in September, are 
seventeen in number and have as their 
main focus the eradication of  poverty 
and the protection of  the planet. Like 
the Millennium Development Goals, the 
target date for reaching the goals is 
fifteen years from their adoption, thus 
the year 2030. Unlike the Millennium 
Development Goals, which directed 
attention to issues in developing 
countries (extreme poverty, universal 
education, basic health care), the 
Sustainable Development Goals are 
addressed to all nations, rich and 
poor, developing or highly developed.  
Among the topics addressed in the 
post-2015 goals are sustainable use 
of  water, sustainable consumption and 
production.  This is the responsibility of  
every nation.  
It is clear that the achievement of  these 
goals will require the engagement of  all 
levels of  society, from the governmental 
bodies to the ordinary citizen.  Thus 
one challenge is to find how best 
to communicate the Sustainable 
Development Goals in a way that 
everyone will understand and embrace. 
This was one of  the topics addressed 
by a panel, as was the role of  science 

in policy making, the importance of  
regional support to national action, 
and what needs to be done differently 
to implement truly sustainable 
development.  
Some governments have already 
developed a structure to assure the 
fact that sustainable development be 
integral to all their policies, while others 
have yet to begin.  Among the issues 
that face the implementation of  the 
Sustainable Development Goals is how 
they will be financed.  This raises the 
concern of  some that, if  big business is 

behind the financing, human rights may 
be lost in the process.  Another issue is 
that of  monitoring progress and holding 
governments accountable for what they 
have said they would do.  How this will 
be done has yet to be determined. And 
experience has shown that governments 
frequently lack the political will to put into 
practice what they have said they would 
do.  Thus the ordinary citizen must find 
ways to insist that their politicians not 
only speak, but act according to what 
they have promised, and work to assure 
the sustainability of  the planet.

Sr. Barbara Bozak
USA

S. Barbara Bozk (r.) participates in a workshop at the UN

Women from several countries participate in a workshop on Women’s Leadership
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A Ray of Hope for the Poor 
Children

In the town of  Sambalpur, Odisha, 
India, the Sisters of  St. Joseph 
extended their ministry of  education 

by opening an Oriya medium school 
(teaching in the local language) on July 
12, 2014, reaching out to the poor and 
the under-privileged.  This school is 
located on the premises of  St. Joseph 
College, the English medium school 
we have in Sambalpur, which has more 
than 2000 students from kindergarten 
through grade 12.
Although there is a local government 
school, where the poor children 
attend classes, the education there is 
unsatisfactory.  Many students from that 
school cannot read, write or do basic 
math even after completing the 8th 
grade.  These children are ill-equipped 
to enter society.
Having become aware of  the need for 
education for the poor children in the 
neighbourhood, we realized that most 
of  the buildings of  our schools are used 
for only 6 to 7 hours a day. The rest of  
the time the large campus and buildings 
lie vacant. We asked ourselves: Why 
don’t we make use of  these classrooms 
and other infrastructure for creative 
activities for the public good?  This 
gave us the impetus to open the Oriya 
medium school, acknowledging that 
development can and should never 
be restricted to a particular class or 
strata of  the society or country.  This 
is our response to the situation where 
some classes of  society develop while 
others lag behind merely due to lack of  
opportunities, exposure and training. It 
is imperative to bring the less privileged 
into the mainstream and ensure their 
growth and development on a par with 

the others. 
We were encouraged by the fact that in 
the first year, around 100 children took 
admission to be educated free of  cost. 
They regularly attend school, without 
fail, eager to learn, to search, to move 
forward with new hopes and dreams. 

In this first year class I started in the 
afternoon with separate staff, making 
use of  the SJC premises.  The children 
have been provided with books and 
uniforms, since their families cannot 
afford them.  We were proud to see 
that in an Oriya speech competition on 

Sr. Anajana Therattil
Pachmarhi Province, India

Children and parents of the Oriya medium school

Sister Anjana addressing the parents
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Sister Apolônia speaking to a group of Sisters

A Vast Experience of Life, 
Spirituality and Wisdom!

I had the joy and privilege of  
working with a group of  Sisters 
experienced in the themes of  

Human aging and Religious life, 
Aging and Spirituality, and Knowing 
how to Live. 
Knowing how to age is a work of  
ar t, and the wisdom of  the adult is 
one of  the most difficult aspects of  
the ar t of  living and dying. We feel 
in our lives that this concrete step is 
as impor tant as what came before, 
because just as there is physical 
aging, there is also the psychological 
and the spiritual. When we get to a 
cer tain age, our body is no longer 
able to do cer tain things, but 
brainpower remains intact.
Currently, we often hear about the 
impor tance of  knowing how to age. 
As stated by Pedro Paulo Monteiro, 
a physiotherapist specializing in 
neurology who has a master’s 

Sr. Apolônia Sulenta
Brazil

degree in gerontology, “Aging offers 
many advantages, and one of  them 
is to stop valuing futile desires to 
focus on real needs.”  Hence, the 
great impor tance of  aging with a 
spirituality. Looking at research, 
we see that how the search for 

meaning in life and the practice of  
well-being soften the impact of  the 
sufferings and other setbacks of  life, 
and moreover, improve physical and 
mental health.
In the course of  the two days, we 
saw some practical suggestions 

A young boy lighting the lamp

15th August and 26th January the Oriya 
medium students bagged the prizes.  
The teachers of  the English medium 
school were very generous and co-
operative in this venture.  Our English 
medium students are very happy to 
serve the poor children in their own 
way.  We have also reached out to 
the parents, helping them to see the 
importance of  education, organized 
coaching classes for the weaker 
students and worked with dropouts.
Our objective is to give preference to 
the economically poor and culturally 
marginalized in the immediate 

neighborhood.  Since there 
is no government support 
for the school, nor can the 
children’s families pay, it 
is necessary to find other 
sources of  funding. We are 
trying to create a corpus 
fund for the education 
of  the marginalized by 
tapping various sources 
like the government, 
agencies, ex-students and 
parents, generous local 
sponsors and even our 
staff  and students. 
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CSJ Presence in an Arabic 
Culture

April 2015 was the month when 
the Sisters of  St. Joseph began 
a new ministry in the Arabic 

country of  Dubai, with the arrival of  
Sisters Archana Kanakunnel, Pushpika 
Ottupurakkal and Hazel D’Silva.  From 
Sept 1, 2015, we, Sisters of  St. Joseph 
of  Chambéry will be totally responsible 
for St. Mary’s School, taking over 
the responsibility from the Patrician 
Brothers who left the school at the end 
of  the 2014-2015 academic year.

Sr. Lorraine Marie Delaney
Nagpur Province, India

that could help us as we age, to 
overcome the temptation of  looking 
more to the dead than the living. We 
know people who live mostly in the 
past.  They visit more cemeteries 
than public places and friends. Thus, 
it is essential to view the life force 
that conquers death.  We do not wish 
to die, but as Christians, we know 
that as we approach the end, we are 
about to meet with the source of  
life, God. In order to avoid isolation 
it is necessary to defeat loneliness 
with a new focus on the spiritual.  
It is impor tant to talk with friends 
and par ticipate in meetings, thus 
avoiding the isolation that kills the 
joy of  being with others.
We need to try to grow old 
with simplicity and sweetness, 
understanding that old age is a very 
special period of  human life, full of  
meaning and with its own beauty. We 
need to learn to forgive, because 
during the journey of  our lives, 
many people have hur t us and we 
have hur t many others. It is hard to 
live carrying this weight. Only God 
can cure a bruised hear t and help 
to forgive what seems impossible. 

Also, we need to listen to the Lord. 
In other words, when we let God’s 
nearness enfold us, we are able to 
listen to what God tells us. It is not 
enough to welcome God’s protection; 
we must welcome his loving presence 
in our lives. Whoever understands 
this “presence,” will be able to 
better deal with the difficult times of  
disease and loneliness.
Finally, it is essential to grow in 
faith. Personal religious practices 
such as prayer, Bible reading, and 

Sisters meeting in groups for further study

celebrations are fundamental to our 
faith, enliven our hopes and develop 
our capacity to love and go out of  
ourselves. Therefore, spirituality, like 
movement, is life. To live is to find 
the joy of  being alive in this world. 
To age while learning to live gives a 
dimension of  meaning and value to 
life. It is a dignified and loving way 
of  thanking God for the gift of  life. 
It nourishes faith, hope and charity, 
through the dimension of  love that is 
present in the action of  living.

In the year 2013, we visited Dubai at 
the invitation of  the Bishop to explore 
possible options in Education, but were 
informed that nothing would happen 
since it would take years before land 
could be bought (in the name of  an 
Arab) and a school constructed. Hence, 
it was really a surprise to receive an 
invitation from Bishop Paul Hinder, OFM 
Cap, to manage the largest Catholic 
School in Dubai – St. Mary’s - with a 
population of  two thousand students 
from 40 nationalities. 
St. Mary’s School, the first of  only two 
Catholic schools in Dubai, is attached to 
St. Mary’s Church which has been said Map of Dubai

to be the largest Parish in the world.  
With 500,000 Catholics in the parish 
and Masses celebrated in almost 12 
languages especially on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, it is clear that the mission 
lies here! Most of  the parishioners 
are expats who come to work in Dubai 
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and who face challenging situations as 
they struggle to enhance their family 
income. Almost seven thousand children 
are in the catechetics programme, so 
from Thursday afternoon until Saturday 
afternoon the school and church 
premises are well utilised. It is indeed a 
Herculean task to organise the groups 
according to age, grade and level of  
faith formation. Sr. Hazel, as liaison 
between the Parish and school, is 
responsible, together with others of  her 
team, for the Catechetics programmes. 
The mission lies in sustaining the faith 
of  the people and being instrumental 
in nurturing and strengthening 
reconciliation, peace and harmony 
among them. One aspect of  this is 
Counselling, since several families are 
separated due to their jobs. S. Pushpika, 
in addition to teaching, is responsible 
for the supervision and maintenance of  
this very large school, which has boys 
and girls study in distinctly separate 
school structures.  Sr. Archana has the 
challenging position of  School Manager 
in this school which follows the British 
Curriculum.  
Dubai, one of  the United Arab Emirates, 
has become a financial gateway and 
cosmopolitan hub of  the Middle East. 
In Dubai, where other cultures and 
beliefs are generally tolerated, there is 
little or no corruption, no cheating, no 
robbery as these activities are severely 
penalised. Women are very safe and one 

Sisters Pushpika, Archana and Hazel in Dubai

has no fear to move out alone. Thus it 
is ideal for our presence and ministry, 
which, since mid-April 2015, is already 
making a difference in the school and 
community, among whom we work and 
live. 
Dubai has much to offer including the 

unimaginable Miracle Gardens with 
the most creative designs of  flora and 
fauna. It is hoped that in the near future, 
our Sisters from Pakistan will have 
easy access to Dubai which, for us, is a 
bonus, because it gives us the possibility 
of   easier interchange.

Sisters Annie, Archana and Lorraine Marie in the Miracle Gardens

Small Glimpses from the 
Danish Province

Each time the CSJournal appears, 
we are thinking – once more no 
news from the Danish Province. 

Is this a sign that we are not “doing” 
anything or is this just a sign that we 

Sr. Marianne Bode
Denmark

are too few to do all the work? In fact, 
there is a lot going on in our little 
province. 
We are 33 sisters left and of  course, 
with an average age of  78.6 years, we 
are not a growing and young province. 
But we are vital, full of  life and joy to 
reach out to those in need. 
For several years now, since 1999, 
we are part of  the “cultural night”, 

which is an event arranged by the city 
of  Copenhagen. It takes place every 
October, on the Friday night of  the 
41st week of  the year.  Museums are 
open, the Parliament is open for visits, 
the town hall invites people in – and 
the Sisters of  Saint Joseph open their 
doors to welcome those who would 
like to see our “monastery”, as they 
say. 
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In the first years, we had our doors 
open until midnight, but more recently, 
since we have less  energy we had 
our doors open for fewer hours. This 
year we welcomed people for just 3 
hours, giving them an opportunity 
to enjoy our lovely surroundings, 
our remarkable chapel with its 
stained glass windows and wonderful 
acoustics. We invited Ilona Lobmayer, 
a Hungarian organist, who lives 
in Denmark to come and play two 
concerts of  half  an hour each, with 
a balanced program of  both old and 
new music.
Two sisters, Susanne Hoyos and 
Hildegard Doods, have been engaged 
in preparing and running the cultural 
night over the years. Our associates 
have also become an important part 
of  the evening, willing to bake cakes 
and serve the visitors coffee and 
tea. Last year we welcomed about 50 
visitors.
While they are here, the visitors are 
welcome to support a project by 
buying handcrafts and other small 
items made by the sisters to be 
sold that evening. This year we had 
decided to support a project in Plzen, 
Czech Republic. Our sisters live in the 
same house as the Salesian sisters, 
whose main ministry is work with 
children in need. They arrange all kind 
of  activities to help the children use 
their free time in a life-giving way and 
need financial support since the city 
of  Plzen doesn’t give them anything. 
Our province was able to contribute     
€ 1,300 to support this ministry.
It is now decided that we will sell the 
mother house in Copenhagen to the 
municipality, which will build a home 
for elderly people. The main house will 

be redone as senior living with around 
20 apartments. When this news was 
made public the reaction of  many 
people showed how much we are part 
of  the society. Many groups come to 
visit us, hear about our history and 
support us with their interest.
The last event took place now in May. 
One of  “our” schools, which we no 
longer own, has held an annual bazaar 
to support projects in developing 
counties.  Three years ago it helped 
a school in Khammam, India.  This 
year, the income of  their bazaar, ca. € 
12,000, will go to a project in Bolivia, 

which our sisters are running in 
Santa Cruz. This time, since the whole 
school couldn’t come to our mother 
house, 3 sisters went to receive the 
check given by the students to the 
provincial superior, S. Marianne Bode. 
Five hundred students were there in 
a small protestant church – proud of  
being able to connect with the world 
outside and to support those in need.  
This is exactly what the Sisters of  
Saint Joseph have tried to do right 
from the beginning. The mission 
continues and we are very happy to 
be part of  it.

Sister Mechtilde at her knitting


