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General CounCil Summary

The Hurting World 
Needs Care

In these past few months, I have 
travelled to Pakistan, Bolivia, the 
North/ Northeast of  Brazil and then 

to India. I have witnessed our sisters in 
collaboration with our associate members 
engaged in wonderful ministries, being 
a compassionate presence for people in 
need. I heard them repeatedly saying that 
the theme for our 2015 General Chapter: 
Living the Dynamism of  Reconciliation and 
Unity in the Peripheries of  our Fractured 
World is more relevant than ever. 
Why is it relevant?  As we prepare for 
the General Chapter, all our Provinces, 
Regions and Missions are giving time to 
prayer and reflection on which direction 

the congregation should take to respond 
more radically to the call and needs of  
the time. 
The newspapers and television reports 
are full of  tragic stories of  people who, 
having lost everything, are struggling 
to stay alive. We hear the voices of  
thousands pleading for healing and a 
chance to live with dignity. The loss of  
life and the situation of  those suffering 
from the earthquake in Nepal is beyond 
imagining. In Iraq and Syria, in Nigeria 
and Libya, in Kenya and in regions of  the 
Asian subcontinent, the earth is being 
literally soaked with blood. Churches filled 
with people have been blown up during 
liturgical celebration in Iraq, Nigeria and 
in Pakistan. Thousands of  migrants have 
lost their lives in the Mediterranean as 
they flee their homeland seeking a safer 
place.
One question we might ask ourselves 
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is: what is my contribution to make this 
broken world whole?  How can I be a 
compassionate solution to the brokenness 
around me? It is true that we can’t fix 
everything, but we can do something both 
individually and as a congregation. The 
call for us today is to go beyond our tried 
and tired ways.
We need to engage with the Spirit, active 
in this time in our world, using our efforts 
and resources creatively in response to 
those most in need and allowing the Spirit 
to move as she wills. We know that the 
Holy Spirit has not finished with us yet; 
in each moment we are called onward. 
What we need is a fresh way of  looking 
at our life and mission, which will invite 
all of  us to give our energy, prayer and 
commitment to this path.
We do know is that the answers to all our 
burning questions lie within us.  Our task 
is to listen carefully to the murmurings 
of  the Spirit in our midst to find our way 

forward and walk hand in hand into the 
unknown.
More and more we need to realize that 
all of  us are both bearers of  the Christ, 
and seekers of  the Christ, who is the 
manifestation of  God. When the eyes of  
our hearts are open, we recognize God 
everywhere. This recognition leads us 
into places we would not choose to go, 
to engage with people we would not have 
sought out, to work tirelessly for the 
benefit of  those in greatest need.
We don’t need to multiply ministries or 
institutions to be close to those who cry 
out. 
As we prepare for our General Chapter 
in October, let us ask ourselves which 
people or groups we might want to 
touch with our love and concern, or 
which groups are reaching out to us with 
their pain. Which lives, situations and 
relationships will feel transformation/
reconciliation as a result of  our Chapter? 

Where will the seeds of  new hope be 
planted?
May all our reflection and preparation 
bring hope, direction and transformation 
as we seek new and radical ways of  being 
Sisters of  St. Joseph for the world.

new

 saints

Sr. Maria Ottilie Fleerkortte (90) Norway  08/04/2015
Sr. Almerinda Gesser (76) Paraná  08/04/2015
Sr. Patricia Corcoran (79) USA  20/04/2015
Sr. Teresinha Galli (81) Caxias do Sul  20/04/2015
Sr. Maris Stella Hickey (84) USA  24/04/2015
Sr. Maria Cacilda dos Santos (78) São Paulo  13/05/2015
Sr. Katharina Benkhoff (86) Norway  23/05/2015
Sr. Therezinha Scalco (80) Caxias do Sul  25/05/2015

First Professions

Nirmala, 30/05/2015
Sr. Manjula Lakra, Sr. Sangeeta Lakra

Pachmarhi, 30/05/2015
Sr. Lilly Dung Dung, Sr. Binita Kerketta,           
Sr. Pramila Dung Dung, Sr. Gulap Kiro

 Tanmaya, 31/05/2015
Sr. Promila Jojo, Sr. Sangeeta Bara,                   
Sr. Ayesha Toppo

 Nagpur, 31/05/2015 
Sr. Bertila Tete, Sr. Bhavani Vankalaya, 
Sr. Karuna Kujur, Sr. Mezita Pereira,               
Sr. Priyanka Nayak, Sr. Pushpa Kerketta,             
Sr. Reshma Kullu, Sr. Vijaya Kumari

Professions

Final Professions

Pachmarhi, 30/05/2015
Sr. Sirisha Kota
Sr. Teresa Varghese

Tanmaya, 31/05/2015
Sr. Rani Utukuri

Nirmala, 30/05/2015 
Sr. Vasanta Mary Joseph
Sr. Dhanya Francis
Sr. Ursula Nareti
Sr. Sujata Palepu
Sr. Sonia George
Sr. Agnes Pendro
Sr. Preia Fernandes
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Widen the Space of Your Tent

In Itu, cradle of  the Congregation 
in Brazil, about 140 Sisters, 
representatives of  the five provinces 

and the N/NE Region, gathered together 
from April 18 to 20, 2015.  What was 
so important that brought the Sisters to 
historic Itu, that sacred space, blessed by 
the arrival of  the first Sisters from France 
in 1858?  
All of  them came moved by the desire 
to continue the journey of  reorganizing 
themselves as Sisters of  Saint Joseph 
of  Chambéry in Brazil, transforming the 
five provinces and the region into one 
province with a governance structure 
suited to the reality of  our time.  The 
reason for this is to strengthen the 
mission of  the Sisters of  Saint Joseph 
in Brazil. For three days, the group 
took up the proposed tasks, with much 
responsibility, confidence and grace.
The General Council was present, with 

Sr. Luiza Rodrigues
Province of  São Paulo, Brazil

Group gathered in front of the century-old mango tree

Sisters Sally Hodgdon and Ieda Tomazini 
offering words full of  clarity, respect 
and openness.  This provided security 
for the group to walk the path of  deep 
communion and harmony with the whole 
Congregation. The opening words of  
Sister Sally were a strong call for thinking 
of  a Brazil without borders, looking to 
areas not yet touched by our charism, 
to discern the cries for our presence. It 
was a call and a challenge to walk the 
paths of  the Spirit. She concluded by 
recalling the words of  Pope John Paul II 
in his exhortation, Vita Consecrata: “Look 
at the future where the spirit is sending 
you in order to do great things.” And she 
added, “Look at the future where the 
spirit is sending us to do even greater 
things. We, the General Council, call you 
to go forward and be this future. Yes, TO 
BE is the future.”  
Our legal advisor, Dr. Hugo Sarubbi C. de 
Oliveira began his work by recalling that 
this process is an answer to a call coming 
from the Sisters and from our reality. Its 
raison d’ être is the mission, inspired 
by the divine breath, which has its path 
established.  With his ability, assurance, 

knowledge and clarity, he helped the 
group to take a step further, looking at 
the legal requirements of  the process. 
Sister Virma Barion, an advisor and 
facilitator, a religious of  the Congregation 
of  the Carmelite Sisters of  Charity of  
Vedruna, led the group with wisdom, 
skill and understanding through its 
reflection, study and definition  of  how 
the new Council will be composed. It shall 
have five members: a Provincial and 
four counsellors. They will be advised 
by an Enlarged Council. The Provincial 
Council shall invite specific groups to 
participate in the Enlarged Council, 
according to topics and situations. After 
prayer, dialogue, consultation and study 
in the provinces/region, the Assembly 
established that Curitiba will host the 
Provincial House.  As topics required, 
the contributions of  a canonist, Sister 
Mercedes Darós, supported all these 
decisions.
The criteria for participating in the 
Provincial Chapter in January, 2016, were 
raised already at this Assembly, at which 
time one province will exist in Brazil, by 
the decree of  the Superior General. This 
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Celebrating  20 years of 
Presence in the Czech Republic

An overflow of  friends, coworkers 
and well-wishers of  all age groups, 
graced the occasion of  the 20th 

anniversary of  the presence of  the 
community at Plzen, Czech Republic by 
their presence. They came from far and 
near, both believers and non-believers.  
The community had chosen the feast 
of  St. Joseph for the celebration during 
which they expressed their joy and 
gratitude to both God and all those who 
have accompanied them throughout 
these past 20 years in their ministry. 
The community was lucky to have Bishop 
Radkovsky, who welcomed the sisters in 
1995 into his diocese, to preside over 
the Eucharist along with a number of  
priest friends.  The congregation was 
represented by S. Clementina Copia 
who generously spent time with the 
community.   As a sign of  appreciation S. 
Clementina presented the Bishop with a 
picture of  St. Joseph. The lithograph was 
done by a community friend, a Hussite 
priest, and the Bishop was deeply moved 
by both the picture and the gesture. 
After the Eucharistic celebration people 
stayed on for refreshments and a 
chat. The atmosphere was festive 
and filled with memories that people 
shared. A good number of  the guests 
had witnessed  the beginnings of  the 
mission in the diocese of  Plzen and have 
accompanied the community through all 

Sr. Celine Kalathoor, Sr. Gisela 
Heitz and Sr. Jaya Mathew
Czech Republic

chapter will elect the Provincial Council 
and also implement the decisions of  the 
2015 General Chapter.
There’s a long way to go. In this moving 
together in the same direction, each 
member is invited to keep her eyes fixed 

on the goal,  and with an open heart, to 
receive the new reorganized province, 
already envisioned with joy, anticipation 
and hope.
The Integration Process Team, along with 
the Provincials and the N/NE Coordinator, 

continue to prepare the first Chapter 
of  January, 2016. Above all, the deep 
experience of  this meeting marked by 
community, good humor and commitment 
lives in the heart of  each Sister on the 
way to “One Province in Brazil.”

twenty years. 
The practical organization of  this event 
was done mostly by the community of   
Salesian sisters who live in the same 
building. The two communities support 
each other in many ways - so much so, 
that people remarked that it was difficult 

to make out who was who. We are just 
sisters, united in the service of  the Lord. 
Many blessings came to the community 
through the presence of  the people, 
their words of  gratitude, encouragement, 
affection and love. The community felt 
truly blessed by God and the people.

Jaya, S. Gisela, Bishop Radkovsky, S. Celine and S. Clementina (l. to r.)

S. Clementina presenting the lithograph of St. Joseph to the bishop
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Casaletto: House of Life
Sr. Cristina Gavazzi
Italy

Hugs and tears. On April 16th, 
several people saved from Nazi 
barbarism embraced one of  

their saviors. It was on the occasion of  
proclaiming as “House of  Life” the school 
of  the Sisters of  St. Joseph in Rome 
by the International Raoul Wallenberg 
Foundation.
During the Nazi occupation of  Rome, 
between September 1943 and April 
1944, the sisters gave shelter in their 
school and home to more than 30 Jewish 
boys and girls as well as many of  their 
mothers. Women were disguised as 
Catholic nuns, if  required.
The director of  the school, Mother 
Ferdinanda (Maria Corsetti) and one 
of  the novices, Sr Emerenziana (her 
name was Anna Bolledi), with the help 
of  other religious, risked their lives daily, 
as German soldiers had occupied the 
neighboring house of  a Jewish family. 
There was no separation wall between the 
two properties.
In the convent, where Jewish women 
and children were hiding, the Germans 
sometimes used the kitchen or even 
the hall for some of  their feasts. A 
captain named Sigmund sometimes 

came unannounced to play the 
organ, causing panic among the 
refugees who ran, hiding in the 
classrooms, transformed into 
bedrooms.
The ceremony on April 16, 
organized by the International 
Raoul Wallenberg Foundation, 
culminated with the unveiling of  
a commemorative plaque, on 
the outside wall of  the school, 
declaring it “House of  Life.”
Sr. Emerenziana, now 93, the 
only religious who survived and 
has been recognized as “Righteous 
among the Nations” by Yad Vashem, 
attended the ceremony.
The most touching moment occurred 
minutes before the ceremony, when 
Marta Ravenna, who was welcomed 
in the convent at age 6, embraced Sr. 
Emerenziana, whose mind and memory 
are perfectly clear. She was very moved, 
because she did not know that Marta 
would be present. Marta’s mother Elena, 
director of  the Jewish school in Rome 
in 1943, had asked the sisters to give 
shelter to her sons and nephews, when 
she realized that her life was in danger. 
Marta was accompanied by her husband, 
Mario Lattes, who had also been saved 
during the German persecution during the 
winter of  1943-1944.  He had been saved 

by Mario Tirapani, a priest in Florence, 
just recognized as “Righteous Among the 
Nations” by Yad Vashem.
Sr. Emerenziana was also embraced 
by two people whose lives were saved 
at the school, both 84 years old: Pina 
Donzelli, Catholic, a recognized university 
professor, who came from Sicily to 
participate in the celebration, and Roberto 
Calderoli, a Jew, who found refuge in the 
convent with his brothers and mother.
Marta Ravenna explained how the 
religious respected their identity, religion 
and culture: whether in their prayers, 
or during the Jewish holidays when the 
mothers sheltered there organized Jewish 
celebrations, sharing their special food 
with the rest of  the students, refugees and 
sisters.
On behalf  of  the authorities in Rome, 
both the president of  the Municipality, 
Cristina Maltese, and the president of  the 
Municipality’s Council, Alessia Salmoni, 
attended the ceremony.
Eyal Lerner, Israeli singer and musician, 
performed a song recalling the 
compositions of  the young Jewish poet 
Hannah Senesh.
The celebration concluded with the 
participation of  Amedeo Minghi, one of  
the greatest contemporary songwriters 
of  Italy, who presented an unprecedented 
online version of  his video “Jerusalem,” 
a song performed together with a 
Palestinian Muslim and a Jewish Israeli 
singer.

Uncovering the plaque in the portico of Saint Joseph (San Giuseppe) School 

Sr Emerenziana greets  Marta Ravenna and Pina Donzelli 
(former students at Istituto San Giuseppe, saved from the 
Nazis)
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Helping Women with Creativity 
and Participation

The village of  Msalaba Mkuu, where 
we have a second community 
in the Archdiocese of  Songea, 

Tanzania, Africa, hosts the women’s 
groups called Mkomanile and Juhudi. 
Both are comprised of  young women 
who become pregnant, and since they 
are still studying, are usually expelled 
from school.  Here, students live in 
hostels, to guarantee their presence in 
the classroom. These young women go 
back to their parents in order to take 
care of  their babies and build families, 
without being prepared physically or 
psychologically.
The Archdiocese, trying to respond to 
this situation, opened a school for these 
young women, who also learn to sew, 
which ensures them a profession. Since 
it was not possible to keep them at the 
hostel and thus ensure their presence 
in the classroom, the school was shut 
down.  But with the help of  an Italian 
NGO, COPE – Cooperation in Emerging 
Countries – in partnership with the 
parish and with the direct contribution 
of  the community of  the Sisters of  
Saint Joseph of  Msalaba Mkuu through 
Sister Valesca, the Mkomanile group 
was formed.  The goal is to develop a 
program with these young women who, 
with few exceptions, are below 30 years 
of  age. After several attempts, we have 
managed to produce several types of  
products, such as purses, clothes, batik, 
bedding and tablecloths. 
The other group, Juhudi, has the same 
characteristics, but the women make 
accessories such as bracelets, earrings, 
and small personal ornaments. The 

two groups also work with recyclable 
materials and most of  what they produce 
is sold in Italy, through the COPE NGO 
and our Italian sisters. This ensures 
marketing for the women and important 
financial growth for their families. Sister 
Valesca is a great support for them, 
contributing with her creativity and 
generosity,  responding to requests and 
designing new patterns.
The group is part of  an empowerment 
program for women, aimed at raising 
awareness and combating domestic 
violence.   An event was held on 
February 14, 2015, Valentine’s Day 
or day of  exchanging gifts. It was 
important, because men attended the 
event and listened to the claims of  
their companions, who through acting 
out everyday realities, expressed their 
weariness in performing most of  the 
domestic and agricultural work, as well 
as caring for the children and finally, 
suffering the ill-treatment of  their 
partners. 
A police officer, responsible for gender 

issues and for combating domestic 
violence, explained the rights of  women 
and children and the penalties the 
law provides in such situations. She 
summoned all to work on building 
equality between genders and appealed 
to them to speak out about such cases, 
which often are hidden by the silence of  
the victims and/or family.
For us, Sisters of  Saint Joseph, this was 
one more opportunity to contribute 
to our charism of  unity and support 
couples who choose to live together 
and who discover the grace of  fidelity 
and respect, as noted by Sister Valesca 
with her words, “Try to recall when you 
met for the first time and when you 
decided to live together.  And now, ask 
yourself: Why are we still together?  God 
is an artist who made us this way. At 
first, there is a great attraction, but, in 
a second moment comes commitment. 
We can say that love then becomes 
a service to each other and to the 
children. This is a love with maturity that 
lasts. It is the work of  fidelity.”

Sr. Josiane Mota Coelho
Tanzania

S. Valesca, on the left, standing, with a group of young mothers and their children
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Sixth Latin American Seminar 
of  Sisters of Saint Joseph

The 6th Latin American Seminar of  
the Sisters of  Saint Joseph was 
held in Mexico, April 12 to 25, 

2015, in a house of  the Marist brothers.  
Sixty Sisters participated, coming from 
countries in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, the United States, Canada and 
France, representing 17 Congregations 
of  Saint Joseph, inspired by the same 
charism and spirituality. 
The coordination of  the seminar 
was provided by Sisters Gloria Philip 
(Argentina), Griselda Martínez (Mexico), 
Alejandra Ortiz (Mexico), Peggy Murphy 
(Peru) and Janet Landers (USA), with 
tireless energy, lightness and vitality. 
We were invited to share the life-giving 
energy of  the Sisters of  Saint Joseph, 
enjoying the richness of  Latin America, 
reflecting together on the history and 
path traced by Father Médaille, seeking 
to bring all of  this forward to today.
At the beginning of  our meeting, Sister  
Griselda engaged us with her words: 
“We, Sisters of  Saint Joseph, we all have 
the same spiritual chromosomes, the 
same blood flowing in our veins and, 
together, we face the same dangers that 
afflict humanity in our days. We need to 
recognize that we are, ‘ONE.’ We need 
to awaken our potential and creativity. 
Everything is connected: our disposition, 
attitude, beliefs, diversity, cultures, life, 
dynamism... And our heart is beating 
faster, breaking barriers.” 
We reflected on “Mystical Experience” 
and the meaning of  these words in each 
language, because we are a family and 
this is our identity as Sisters of  Saint 
Joseph. “Our vocation calls us to a 
mystical life, to go down into the life of  
the mystery of  God...” 
The coordination team was always very 

Sr. Nilva Dal Bello
Province of  Porto Alegre, Brazil

attentive to the spirituality and our 
experience as well as the content. They 
used numerous dynamics that helped us 
enter into the process and to overcome 
the difficulties of  culture, language, the 
rhythm of  each, and the translation. 
Gradually, we were communicating in the 
same language of  embrace, eyes, smile, 
openness, knowledge and welcoming, 
overcoming diversity and recognizing the 
gifts and the visible presence of  the love 
of  God. 
We were introduced to a deepening 
of  Father Médaille’s words and 
understanding of  the mystical life, 
the experience of  purest and perfect 
love. The Primitive Documents, the 
legacy of  Father Médaille, helped us 
realize that there exists in our humanity 
some heredity, a legacy of  passion for 
Mystery. The Trinity makes us enter into 
the dynamism of  the love of  God. Our 
spirituality is Trinitarian and incarnate. 
It draws us to a life of  service, of  
relationships, to the, “total double Union 
of  ourselves and all the dear neighbors 
with God.” The mission of  the Little 
Design is within the mission of  the great 
project of  Jesus. In God and with God, we 
are able to carry out our mission of  unity. 
In addition to the wealth of  content, the 
mystical and being together, we were 
graced with the opportunity to participate 
in a Eucharistic liturgy in the Basilica 
of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe, to raise our 
prayers and accompany the faith of  the 
people in ongoing pilgrimage. We visited 
the ancient Basilica and the garden on 
the hill where Juan Diego lived and where 
he met the Virgin of  Guadalupe. We went 
also visited the pyramids and the ruins of  
the buildings of  the Aztec people. During 
a visit to Mexico City we saw a beautiful 
presentation of  folk dances typical of  the 
cultural tradition of  the Mexican people.  
All who  participated in this seminar saw 
this time as a grace and a privilege and 
now feel the responsibility in their hearts 

and hands to respond to the call to be 
“Bearers of  the Tradition.”

Sr. Nilva Dal Bello no México

 Nossa Senhora de Guadalupe, padroeira do 
México, que apareceu ao índio Juan Diego em 
9 de Dezembro de 1531
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Church Attacks Unnerve Indian 
Christians

Recently there has been much 
insecurity and fear unleashed in 
the hearts of  Christians in India. 

This is particularly true for groups of  
women and men religious, due to the 
planned malicious attacks against them 
in various forms in different parts of  
the country. Scanning the newspapers 
daily, one witnesses rampant violence: 
violence against women and children and 
the minority Christian community.  This is 
evidenced in the fact that many churches 
have been destroyed in different parts 
of  India with five churches in the Indian 
capital destroyed since December 2014. 
A recent incident in which a nun was 
raped in a convent in West Bengal 
has made the international news. The 
miscreants entered the Jesus and Mary 
convent between 1and 4.a.m. on 16th 
March. They got into the Superior’s 
room, where they assaulted and raped 
the 71 year old nun. Three of  the 
five sisters there were tied up in the 
house. The assailants then entered the 
Principal’s room and ransacked the 
school office. Proceeding to the chapel, 
the robbers discarded the consecrated 
hosts on the floor, while making off  with 
the chalices and ciborium. 
In solidarity with the sisters a protest 
rally was held by persons of  all 
denominations.  
Children and adults together sang hymns 
and offered prayers. Even as the air 
reverberated with Bengali and English 
songs of  love, life and humanity, the 
anguish over the authorities’ inability to 
make headway was obvious. Archbishop 
Thomas D’Souza of  Calcutta, who had 
called the assembly to show solidarity 
with the rape survivor stated, “We urge 
the government and the administration 

to arrest the culprits at the earliest and 
bring them to justice.” He was addressing 
the huge gathering at Allen Park in 
Calcutta. 
The meeting also decided that a common 
agenda paper would be prepared and 
would be circulated amongst the larger 
Christian community with the aim of  
bringing all denominations  under a 
single banner. The meeting, which was 
held at Bishop’s House was attended by 
several senior members and by two of  
the four Indian Cardinals, namely Ivan 
Dias and Baselios Cleemis. Peaceful 
demonstrations are being held in many 
places against the attacks.
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said that he was “deeply concerned” 
about the recent rape of  a nun and the 
destruction of  a church, but Christian 
groups said his words did little to dispel 
the fear gripping the tiny community 
since his rightwing Hindu government 
came to power.  “We are feeling very, very 
vulnerable,” said John Dayal, a Christian 
leader and social activist, on the sidelines 
of  a conference of  Indian Christian 

groups. A day later, a church in the 
northern Haryana state was destroyed 
and the vandals planted a flag with the 
name of  the Hindu god Rama, news 
reports said.
While sexual violence is pervasive in 
India, and the motive for the rape of  the 
nun was unclear, a slew of  attacks have 
taken place against India’s Christian 
community, who make up little more than 
2 percent of  the country’s 1.3 billion 
people.  “There is a sense of  insecurity 
that the state will not protect us. The 
incidents are happening all over India,” 
said the Rev. Sunil Dandge, a pastor 
from the southern city of  Bangalore. 
The attacks continue. Sadly, attention 
is not focused on the work done by the 
Christian community that runs schools, 
colleges, hospitals, social welfare centers, 
old age homes, and orphanages across 
the country and are deeply involved 
in the uplift of  society as a whole. The 
Hindu radicals forget that the Christians 
are Indians and have the freedom of  
faith enshrined in the Constitution of  the 
country.

Sr. Maurice Thekkekuzhikattil
Pachmarhi Province, India

Leaders from a Christian community submitting a memorandum on the inaction by authorities             
to District Collector Saurabh Rao
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Everything in Its Time and 
Place

After much time cultivating the dream 
of  living in African Lands, I was able 
to live it on “sacred ground” in the 

town of  Mocimboa da Praia, Mozambique. 
There I felt, I watched and built my way 
into the everyday life of  the people, with 
care and respect, without forgetting that I 
was in another’s house, that of  the “dear 
neighbor.”
My eyes have seen a smiling people full 
of  charm, fantasy, joy, and colors, and 
even in suffering, knowing how to make 
their daily life become lighter. They are 
a creative people and naturally inclined 
to art. They live in a land rich in natural 
resources, but without a just distribution 
of  goods for the population and with 
severe long-term consequences that 
impact the life of  the people through 
injustice, hunger, unemployment, illiteracy, 
illness, lack of  qualified professionals in 
all areas. They also suffer from the lack 
of  opportunity to develop the talents of  
young people who dream of  a better life. 
I watched well-nourished children smiling 
and joking and strong men and women 
workers who are full of  hope and who 
believe in better days for their nation. 
And sadly, I also saw families and children 
who were hungry, sick, malnourished and 
without the assistance n necessary for 
their well-being.
I felt within me the joy of  a simple and 
sincere welcome, a foreigner who brought 
in her luggage a little of  herself  and 
gradually realized the mystery of  the 
Mozambican people, where welcome and 
invitation are basic  for entering the home 
and undoing the mistrust of  the unknown, 
forming ties of  friendship and presence. 
I experienced and rejoiced in being part 
of  this beautiful mission by giving a little 
of  myself, feeling like a presence of  unity, 
learning each day to be a missionary in 

Sr. Vilma de Oliveira
Province of  Lagoa Vermelha, Brazil

foreign lands. I was able to contribute in 
various activities: training of  catechists; 
training in the villages; providing guidance 
on various topics about citizenship, for 
example, rights to land, health, education; 
a committee on immigrants; schooling; 
and also organizing  income-generating 
projects. I felt also a self-emptying, letting 
fall by the wayside all I had thought 
and desired. It was necessary to renew 
myself  in the process of  enculturation. 
And above all, there was the certainty 
that it is worthwhile to venture into new 
lands, where everything is unknown. In 
this unforgettable experience, I felt how 
it is good to feel like “nothing,” trusting 
in God’s hands and letting myself  be 
led every day in good times and in the 
challenges encountered.
My luggage is no longer the same. 
It has now become richer with new 
cultural elements, knowledge and new 
references to the unknown. What can 
I say about this rich experience in the 
land of  Mozambique?  Going out of  our 
familiar tents is good for us and leads us 
to perceive the new and celebrate every 
victory. 

I realize that the words of  Jesus, “I will 
make you a light to the nations,” happen 
every day in small achievements.  I could 
not respond to or live out the fullness 
of  this call, but I can say with certainty, 
that as best I could, all that I experienced 
in Mozambique was done with love, 
dedication, kindness and availability for 
the service of  mission.

Sister Vilma in Mocimboa da Praia
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Trust: a Challenge and a 
Necessity

During the novena to Saint Joseph, 
the youth ministry team of  the 
Italian province organized, as it 

does every year, a weekend of  reflection, 
discussion, prayer and community for 
university students. We share some of  
the thoughts of  the participants about 
their time together in Foligno and Assisi. 
Mariangela:  “For me the retreat was 
spiritually important, as I am searching 
for a new faith that chooses positive 
voices which show the best path.  But 
I couldn’t address this, because I have 
not been to confession for 20 years. 
When I arrived at the monastery of  the 
Poor Clares, I felt that it was time to seek 
mercy, forgiveness and genuine dialogue. 
So I found this strength for my spiritual 
journey. Catechesis on the text of  
Matthew 1:18-25 confirmed the release 
of  good, authentic, real and strong 
choices. Joseph trusted and tried to look 
and go beyond the preset boundaries 
to embrace an exhausting, fascinating, 
mysterious path.”  Mariangela added, 
“I carry with me the joyous image of  
you, Sisters, who on Sunday, before 
sitting down at table and while you were 
singing in front of  me, presented a 
view of  women on their way to discover 
the depths of  Jesus, ones who have 
risked everything to follow him, free 
consecrated women who know how to 
be surprised and engaged to embrace a 
journey that saves.” 

Maria Giovanna: “Trust is for me a 
challenge and at the same time a 
necessity. Trust opens one to life! 
Confidence makes me alive! It gives 
me an opportunity to love! It is a big 
investment.  People do not always 
deserve my trust. Yet, trust is a 
necessity for me, a need.  Otherwise, 
in my life there would be no love, even 
though this allows others to hurt me. 
In fact, seen from this perspective, love 
means letting oneself  be wounded by 
others! Saint Francis, as we heard, bore 
on his body visible signs of  this act of  
total trust. Before him, Jesus, for the 
love he has for each of  us, let himself  
be wounded. Living in relationship and 
wanting to become more intimate with 
Jesus is, for me, giving him the possibility 
of  transforming even the deepest 
wounds into gushing springs of  new 
life. This is not to say that there are no 
more injuries to come, or that they are 

erased, or that others cannot still hurt 
me. The past is all there! My confidence 
is not always well placed, even today! 
But instead of  curling up and hiding in 
a dark cave, like a wounded animal that 
fears a new attack, I want to give Jesus 
a chance to get into this cave and bring 
light, starting with how He is master of  
a trust that is renewed every day, first 
of  all, in and for me, a trust in who I am 
already!” 

Fabiana:  “The experience that I carry 
most of  all in my heart has been the 
dynamic of  these many voices, the 
disorientation and self-doubt gave a face 
to what happens inside me almost every 
day, so often that I almost wasn’t aware 
of  it.  An image, a deep feeling occurred 
while I was indicating to Monica, who 
was blindfolded, the easiest way to 
get to the other side of  the room.  I 
said, ‘Come to me, come on!’ and she 

Sr. Rosalba Scaturro
Italy

Participating in an activity about trust



CSJournal  •  Year 2015 - n. 2CSJournal • April – May 11

trusted me, she listened to me!  I 
realized just how deep is the trust 
that God places in each of  us. It 
makes us walk free, makes us go 
ahead of  him, still trying to protect 
ourselves without being overcome. 
He does it with the love of  the 
Father. And if  I, in my turn, trust in 
Jesus, ‘I don’t have to worry about 
the terrors of  the night, nor the 
arrow that flies by day.’  Even when 
it seems that the voices overwhelm 
his voice, he is near. If  his word 
becomes a whisper, in the silence 
you can still hear.”

The group at San Damiano (Assisi) including S. Rosella, S. Vanessa. S. Mariaelena (2nd, 3rd and 4th 
from left) and S. Rosalba (on the right)

A Bountiful Sowing and Harvest

Sr. Rosalia Fávero
North/Northeast Region, Brazil

The presence of  the Sisters of  
Saint Joseph in the Community of  
São João dos Patos, Maranhão, in 

Northeast Brazil, has contributed to the 
construction of  space for a different way 
of  living in community. In listening to the 
reality, answers were given with regard 
to creating employment opportunities, 
greater life and the preservation of  
nature.
A major initiative, born of  this reality, 
was the Women’s Association for Creative 
Needlework (AMAC). AMAC has existed 
for 23 years and brings together women 
who do embroidery, true works of  art, 
which are marketed in Brazil and also in 
other countries. 
The women in the association receive 
human and Christian formation to 
become entrepreneurs. This financial 
education enabled many of  them to make 
changes in their lives so that they could 
acquire their own home, provide for 
academic studies for their children and 
even for themselves. Some have even 

managed to acquire a college education.  
Today, these women are leaders in the 
family and in the communities where they 
live. 
In the State of  Maranhão, they stand 
out and have won two awards, one for 
being the best organized Association, 
and another for the best embroidery.  
They are women able to have their own 
opinions and respond to the challenges 
that life imposes on them because they 
to have the insights which allow them to 
make good decisions.

This opportunity to be organized in the 
Association freed them from working for 
middlemen, people who bought their work 
for low prices, and then sold it for much 
higher prices, keeping all the profits. 
This situation, repeated constantly in the 
area, keeps the people dependent and 
in situations of  poverty, living almost as 
beggars. Today, the participants in AMAC 
are happy women, living with dignity. They 
enjoy a return for their own work and are 
at the height of  their vocations as wives, 
mothers and  active members of  society.

S. Rosalia, on the left, working with the women of AMAC.
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International Congress of 
Formators

The International Congress for 
Formators was organized by 
the Congregation for Institutes 

of  Consecrated Life and Societies of  
Apostolic Life in Rome, April 7 to 11, 
2015. Aimed at reviving the belief  in 
ongoing formation in the heart of  the 
Church and in the world, we were inspired 
by the words of  Pope Francis on April 11 
on the Congress theme: “Living in Christ 
according to the Gospel way of  life,” and 
by sharing our formation experiences with 
the General Council. 
I believe that the Church and Consecrated 
Life are living a period of  transition, as 
has occurred in other historic moments.  
We know that we are living in a world of  
risk and we need to know which direction 
to take. Yes, we are living a crisis of  
values, in a new digital culture that 
surprises us every day, but which brings 
risk and unexpected consequences. 
The idea of  personal freedom leads to 
permissiveness and the very possibility 
of  acting without making responsible 
choices. There is a crisis of  authority 
for generations of  adults who don’t 
know how to communicate experience 
and heritage to those who come after 
them. These are the ambiguities and the 
easy virtual world, but one out of  touch 
with reality, a pluralism of  cultures that 

sometimes leads to controversial actions. 
I think that, in the midst of  all this, 
there might not be a crisis of  vocations, 
because the Lord always continues to 
call. But there is a lack of  meaning and 
coherence. As Pope Francis said: “I am 
convinced that there is no vocational 
crisis where there are consecrated 
persons capable of  transmitting, 
through their own witness, the beauty of  
consecration...  If  there is no witness, no 
consistency, there will be no vocations.”
I feel that we do not need to be perfect, 
because we are weak women and men, 
but authentic ones. Accompanying 
these sessions, I feel that Consecrated 
Life needs to readjust its focus and its 
Evangelical presence in the world. 
The theme of  the Congress pointed out 
the methodology needed to return to our 
core identity, living in Christ according to 
the Gospel way of  life: vigilant education 
and formation helping us to awaken 
from our docility; humble and intelligent 
availability of  those who “learned to 
learn;” letting ourselves be touched by 
our own life crises in all their stages; 
and allowing ourselves to learn to seek 

God in everything, in the pleasant and 
unpleasant situations. 
There is an urgent need to consider initial 
formation from the perspective of  lifelong 
learning. This provides an identity that 
directs and animates the consecrated 
every day. It keeps us from being 
carried away by spiritual apathy and 
abandonment of  prayer, an exaggerated 
focus on our professional life, and 
easily falling away from our essential 
commitments as Consecrated Religious. 
As a congregation, we are inserted in 
the world and we want to be “Sisters 
of  communion and reconciliation in 
the peripheries of  the world.” We were 
inspired by the General Council to review 
our capacity for generosity. When I gave 
myself  to God in the Congregation, I had 
no right to myself, because it is the Holy 
Spirit who will lead me where I sometimes 
don’t want to go. I wonder if  I give the 
time I have and don’t have, my gifts 
and talents, fully and to the end, with 
generosity of  spirit.  This is the kind of  
Sisters that our Congregation needs. We 
need to move forward and live the ‘more’ 
of  our founder Jean-Pierre Médaille.

Sr. Elisa Fátima Zuanazzi
Province of  Lagoa Vermelha, Brazil

Elisa (Brazil), Anette (Norway), Rohini and Sophia (India) and Rosella (Italy), l. to r.


