
Last November 7 to 14, Sister
Clementina and I visited
our missionary Sisters in

Mocimboa da Praia,
Mozambique. The community is
made up of 4 Brazilian Sisters
from the Provinces of Paraná,
Porto Alegre, Lagoa Vermelha
and the North/Northeast Region
of Brazil. To be among the
people in the villages they help,
participate in moments of
celebration, walk among the
poor, see the “Little Schools,"
and talk with some of the
educators, gave me a greater
cultural understanding of where
we are gradually being inserted.
For me, particularly, this was
one of the most intense
experiences of this year. I was
enchanted by nature, the
melody of African songs, the

welcoming people, their
reverence and respect and the
simplicity. On the other hand,
the process of modernization
that is felt and is visible with the
opening of roads and
construction of different houses
with all imaginable features, the
arrival of workers, said to be
more competent to explore the
existing riches, is a sign of the
beginning of social inequality,
because the majority of the
native population does not have
access to this wealth,
unfortunately. The exploitation
of resources does not always
include care for the
environment and those who
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At85 years old and with 65
years of religious
consecration, I feel that our

charism is something very
precious, animating life within
the entire congregation, and well
connected to the gospel and to
God. It is an indication of the
good path and brings to life the
evangelical counsels of poverty,
chastity and obedience in daily
life. I have nourished it constantly
through prayer, intimacy with
God and contemplation.
In mission, the charism is made
concrete in work for Justice and
Peace, the fruit of a deep love.
Over the course of my life, this

love was present in taking time
and in devotion to patient care.
Love is reciprocal. I worked as a
nursing assistant, and I am aware
that I always loved the patients
and, also, I felt the love coming
from them in gratitude. My
mission was in different cities, in
clinics and hospitals, always
being faithful to patient care,
without looking at my personal
situation of fatigue or other
limitations. I especially point to
helping women give birth and
doing vaccinations in places
where no one wanted to go.
Today, living in Lagoa Vermelha, I
devote part of my time to the

work of making diapers to serve
the poor. The living of Unity is
given in friendship with families
and patients who visit, in the
commitment of the community,
the experience of household
chores, and in the experience of
peace within from the justice
experienced collectively, towards
others.
In religious life, the essential
thing is the love of God and love
of neighbor as yourself. This love
makes us free and capable of
great losses, to be available to do
God's will. It places me in the
attitude of those who always
need to learn.
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Eternal Apprenticeship in the
Charism

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO

Sr. Anais Luvison
(LAGOA VERMELHA, BRAZIL)

Sr. Henriette Deront (96) FRANCE 13/12/2012
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Sr. Inês de Assis Primieri (77) PORTO ALEGRE 21/01/2013
Sr. Maria Hildegard Havers (89) NORWAY 25/01/2013

New
Saints
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dwell in it.
The contemplation of this
reality brought me to one of the
topics in our 2009 General
Chapter that spoke of the
cultivation of an ethical lifestyle,
confronting consumerism and
anything that hurts the dignity
of human beings and the
integrity of creation. Would an
ethical lifestyle be something
important to be considered by
us, Sisters of Saint Joseph,
called to be a sign and presence
of Unity?
Ethics, to give a simple
definition, is everything that is
morally correct. It is
represented by a set of rules,
principles and provisions that
aim to define human actions
and their multiple
interrelations, personal, social,
organizational, environmental
and institutional. It exists,
ultimately, for people to grow

continued from page one more moral and to become
more worthy in their
evolutionary process. Ethics, in
addition to being a necessity
because others exist and we
find them similar to us, is a
matter of a spiritual attitude
which has at its base, love for
humanity. It is love for humanity
and for those to whom we
relate that will define the
quality of care, commitment and
co-responsibility in the
preservation of everything that
contributes to a harmonious
coexistence which is good and
balanced for everyone.
Speaking of ethics, in this
sense, is to speak of collective
responsibility.
We are not born ethical, we
learn how to be ethical.
Similarly we can say that we are
not born shoppers. We were
taught to consume. The
attitudes are learned and
developed. The option to follow
Jesus makes a difference in the
life and mission of his followers,

who choose to serve humanity
and relate to creation. The
choice we make to live an
ethical lifestyle finds its raison
d' être in Jesus, who calls us,
consecrates us and sends us to
be signs and the presence of
Unity in the different social and
cultural realities of the
countries where we love and
serve humanity. Our Charism of
Unity prompts us to live a
simple lifestyle, announcing
ethically that our love for
humanity and for all that is
related comes from care,
reverence, and respect, so that
everyone has access to quality
of life. Caring for the life of all
created beings and their
common home to ensure a
harmonious, just and fraternal
coexistence is to cultivate an
ethical lifestyle. We do not need
many things to develop this
type of attitude in ourselves and
in those to whom we are sent to
be signs and expression of
Communion.

OThe International
Eucharistic Congress of
2012 was a huge event in

Ireland, since the last one held
there had been 80 years earlier
in 1932. Due to these turbulent
times and the recent scandals
that have rocked the church,
there was opposition and it was
difficult for the church to host
the Congress. However it was
decided to go ahead with the
plans which began more than
two years earlier.
For two years all dioceses
around the country prepared for
this event, announced in each
place by the Congress Bell as it
crisscrossed Ireland, went to
Rome and to our neighboring
countries. In each community
many people, old and young
rang the bell in the church and

streets, making all aware of the
coming of this great event.
A pilgrim walk to seven
churches scattered around the
city of Dublin was another way
many prepared. Groups from
various parishes made this
pilgrimage with their priests to
pray for the renewal of the
Church in Ireland. The walk
from Church to church took
three hours including a moment
of prayer at each one.
I found it remarkable that the
theme of the congress was: “The
Eucharist: Communion with
Christ and with one another”, so
reflective of our spirituality
during the year of our 200th
anniversary celebration.
The opening ceremony was
magnificent, full of symbols of
our Irish Catholic heritage

A Call to Live Communion
Sr. Joan Margaret Kelly

(IRELAND)

Sister Joan Margaret on duty
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dating back to St. Patrick in 432,
whose evangelization of Ireland
was presented in Celtic song
and dance. We were reminded
of the faithfulness of the people
through centuries of
persecution and martyrdom. A
contemporary issue was visible
with the unveiling of a healing
stone engraved with a prayer by
one of the survivors of abuse in
the Church. It was clear that the
Church in Ireland is suffering,
and faces many new and serious
challenges.
The weeklong event was filled
with conferences, prayers,
workshops and moments of
catechesis for young and old.
Many conferences and
workshops were given by

famous speakers both Catholic
and from other Christian
denominations, exploring
communion and present day
challenges to living our
Christian life. Many were
overbooked, a sign of real
hunger for spiritual nourishment
among the people. It was
fascinating to watch young
Catholics and Christians of other
traditions mingle and share their
faith in the Youth Space. The
closing ceremony took place in
Croke Park, our historical
football stadium, which was
transformed into an open-air
Cathedral, with 80.000 pilgrims
enthusiastically filling it. We
enjoyed the best of our Celtic
music as we gathered there. The

Closing ceremony

Young men carrying icons of the Congress

New
Members

FFIIRRSSTT  PPRROOFFEESSSSIIOONNSS

February 09, 2013February 09, 2013
BrazilBrazil
Sr. Aline Tessaro (Lagoa Vermelha)

Sr. Sula França (North/Northeast Region)

FFIINNAALL  PPRROOFFEESSSSIIOONNSS

February 02, 2013February 02, 2013
Lagoa Vermelha, BrazilLagoa Vermelha, Brazil
Sr. Marlete Francisca Da Silva

Liturgy was one of hope for the
future, which drew together the
threads of the eight days with
their focus on reform and
renewal. The witness of faith
from so many parts of the world
was profound. 
Such an event was made
possible only with the help of
two thousand volunteers, of
which I was one, in action all
week. I was on duty from early
morning until afternoon,
meeting and helping people in
English and French so they
might find their way to the
various events. I then stayed on
to participate in the Mass,
catechesis and conferences. 
The congress called us to be
committed to building a Church
of communion and service, after
the model of Jesus. It was
wonderful to be at the hub of all
this, and it was a life-giving and
unforgettable experience.
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Once a year the town of
Plzen acknowledges and
rewards ordinary

persons who do their work in an
extraordinary way. The town
picks and chooses individuals
who do charitable work to
improve the social, economic
and spiritual situations of the
needy people, namely the
seniors, handicapped and the
neglected who need special
care, love, time and attention.
These individuals are adorned
with the title “Angel of the Year.“
The angels consist of all kinds of
people, from all walks of life and
age groups. They include
students, middle aged and
seniors who volunteer
themselves to help the helpless
and the needy neighbour. The
angels bring sunshine and
happiness into the lives others. 
November, 30th 2012 marked a
red letter day in the history of
the CSJ mission in Plzen, Czech
Republic, as S. Jaya Mathew, a
member of the CSJ community,
was nominated by Caritas as one
of the Angels. Jaya has been
working as a home nurse under
the auspices of Caritas since
1995, visiting about 12 patients
each day. Jaya leaves the house
at 6:30 a.m. in her little red car,
driving to the homes of her
patients who live all around the
town and returns around 4 p.m.
Jaya gives them their medicine,
takes their blood pressure,
bandages their wounds, gives
them food. Many of these
patients live alone and in most
cases their main illness is
loneliness. They wait for Jaya
since most often Jaya is the only
person whom they see during
the day. Their children and
families are away for work and
have no time to visit or to care

for their sick and elderly parents.
Jaya’s main task is to attend to
the medical needs of these
patients, but what makes Jaya
different from other nurses is
that besides attending to the
medical needs she also takes a
keen interest in their
psychological and spiritual
welfare. She takes time to listen
to their stories and helps them
to re-establish their lost
relationship with God and with
family.. She contacts priests
when it is necessary, to attend to
sacramental needs. In short, she
brings people to God and God
to people and makes them feel
that they are important, wanted,
and loved. Being in touch with
God and family, they live happily
and die in peace with dignity and
hope. Jaya’s dedicated work with
the seniors and the sick are
noticed and spoken about by
people and this is what earned
her the title Angel 2012. 
S. Jaya was invited along with the
community to the cultural house
where the Mayor of the town
awarded S. Jaya, and many others
who do similar work, with a gift
and a certificate which reads
ANGEL 2012. There was dinner,
music, dance and other cultural
events organised to honour the
angels. It was a moment of
gratitude, joy and pride for the
community and friends.

A group of children offering a cultural program

An Angel Blesses Plzen
Sr. Celine Kalathoor  

(CZECH REPUBLIC)

Sister Jaya talking with her colleagues
at the dinner

Sister Jaya receiving her reward
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“Vacation Missions” Project

Vacation Missions is a
missionary project of the
Diocese of Chapecó, in the

state of Santa Catarina in the
South of Brazil, coordinated by
the Diocesan Mission Council
and by youth groups, in
partnership with other agencies
of the Catholic Church. These
missions are carried out in the
first week of January of each year,
which, in Brazil, is a holiday
period for schools and for most
of the population. 
Each year one parish is home to
the "Missions." In 2013, Holy
Family Parish in the small
municipality of Saudades was
chosen. The community meetings
emphasized reflection on the
importance of community
involvement, the mission of

donated service and sharing, with
the theme, "called to serve" and
the motto, “I have given you an
example; do the same.” (John 13:
15).
About 150 missionaries from
various parishes of the diocese
and nearby regions were
welcomed by families. Their
mission was to be a presence of
hope and a witness of
evangelization, through visits to
families, listening, reflection,
invocation of blessings, meetings
of groups (children, young
people, couples and seniors) and
Eucharistic celebrations held in
the 24 communities of the Holy
Family Parish.
The Congregation of the Sisters
of St. Joseph was present at the
"Missions" with the witness of
unity of Sisters Deisi Toniazzo
and Edilse Bernadete Klein, and
postulant Jaqueline Leite Dias.
They joined forces with teams in
the communities of the interior,
together with other missionaries
and leaders to develop the
proposed activities.
The experience of "Vacation
Missions" profoundly marked
each missionary who felt touched
to share the life, struggles and

dreams of the people of Holy
Family Parish. They could see
God's action visible at that
location. It was important to lend
an ear and have an open heart to
welcome each story, sharing the
faith experience and being ready
to welcome the story of God’s
presence in the life and mission
of the people. Each and every
person welcoming the “Vacation
Missions" were instruments for
revitalization of the Kingdom of
God according to the example of
Jesus Christ!

Sr. Limin (Maria Li)  
(SISTER OF SAINT JOSEPH OF THE

DIOCESE OF YONGNIAN/HANDA, CHINA)

Sisters Deisi Toniazzo and 
Edilse Bernadete Klein  

(LAGOA VERMELHA, BRAZIL)

Jaqueline, a postulant, and Sisters
Edilse and Deisi

Team of missionaries going to the
interior of the municipality

Chinese sisters in Casaletto

A Great Favor for Us, Chinese Sisters!

October 16, 2012 day was a
day of great grace for the
Sisters of Saint Joseph of

the Diocese of Yongnian/Handa
in China. Full of expectations, the
Sisters of Saint Joseph of the
community of Via del Casaletto,
Rome, awaited the arrival of the
four Sisters who would be part of
a training program for
consecrated life, offered by the
Sisters of the Italian Province.

Sisters Hong Xìa, Jing Fang, Yan
Shwang and Lina, coming from a
distant country and a culture

very diverse from that of Europe,
entered a community that
welcomed them with great joy.
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Remembering a Time
of Persecution

In September the “Museum ofIsolation, Detention and
Integration" in BilaVoda, was

opened by the Cardinal of Prague,
Dominik Duka, OP, himself a
victim of communist persecution.
This museum, located in the
Silesian city BilaVoda (White
Water) on the Polish border, keeps
alive the memory of a time when
all religious, but especially women
religious, suffered persecution in
communist Czechoslovakia,
(CSSR). 
In 1950, all male and female
religious communities in
Czechoslovakia were banned and
ceased to exist. The Communist
authorities then built a central
reception center in BilaVoda and
there gathered women religious
from all over the country. From
1950 until the the early 1990’s
sixteen different female
congregations from what was then
Czechoslovakia (present-day
Czech Republic and Slovakia)
were collected in the remote
village. Most of the sisters were
accused of working for the
"disintegration of the state." As
punishment they were forced to
do hard work in textile mills, in
the fields and in social
institutions, always suffering
under inhuman circumstances.
Many of them died in Bila Voda
and are buried there with the
cemetery bearing witness to their
sufferings and deep faith. 
The museum gives the visitors an
idea of the daily life of the
religious prisoners. The exhibits
are located in one of the original
buildings where the sisters had
been detained. There one can see
photographs as well as things like
prayer books, religious habits,

There was already a Sister of
Chinese origin among the Italian
Sisters, who, having finished her
course of theology in Rome,
joined the community of
Casaletto in order to assist in
translation, thus making
communication possible.
The Sisters arrived well and very
willing. First, they will devote a
significant amount of time to the
study of Italian language and
culture and then engage in a
training program offered by the
formation team of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph of the Italian
Province. The training program
includes the theology of
apostolic religious life, history of
the charism and spirituality,
community life and the
important relationship with God
and with oneself. 
One of the first difficulties faced
by the group of Sisters was in
relation to food. In China, for
example, one never eats cheese.
Another difficulty is the study of
language, because Chinese and
Italian are two very different
languages, from writing to
pronunciation. Another
challenging aspect is the
process of adapting to cultural
diversity and a different way of
thinking. 
For the Sisters and for the
people of the world, Rome is a
dream, a sacred land. It has
witnessed the passage and the
history of many saints. Stepping
on this sacred ground is an
experience that words cannot
express. It is truly a gift from
God to the people here and to
the world. During these two
months, they have already had
the opportunity to visit several
historical sites and marveled at
the spirit of faith and Gospel
witness of places like "Tre
Fontane," where the martyrdom
of Saint Paul took place. Being in
these places does inspire the
heart and gives new impetus to
pursuing consecrated life and to
being an evangelizing presence,
following the example of the
first Christians. 

crosses etc. 
Many religious and prominent
people from all walks of society
attended the blessing and
celebration which was followed
by a Eucharistic celebration in the
Church of the Visitation of the
Virgin Mary, with the evening
culminating in a concert.
The museum will remind us and
future generations of the cruelty
done to the followers of Christ.
It is a living testimony to the
words of Jesus who promised: You
shall receive a hundred times now
in this time, houses, and brothers,
and sisters, and mothers, and
children, and lands, with
persecution; and in the world to
come eternal life (Mk 10, 30).

Sr. Gisela Heitz   
(CZECH REPUBLIC)

Cardinal Duka blessing the museum

An exhibit showing the contents of a
sister’s room in Bila Voda.
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A Celebration of Education

The year 2012-2013 marks the
golden jubilee year for the
Higher Secondary School of

Sambalpur, Odisha (formerly
Orissa), India, now completing
50 years of distinguished service
to the society. 
We, the Sisters of St. Joseph,
became a part of the history of
Sambalpur in 1963. Sambalpur
then was known as a backward
district, particularly in the field
of education. It was the passion
and zeal of a small but dedicated
band of educated citizens who
created awareness among
people for the need of
education, especially for a
school run on modern lines – an
English medium school. 
There were many threads woven
together to make this dream
come true, one of the main ones
being the leadership of Mr.
Banmali Babu, then a Member of
the Legislative Assembly, who
took a leap in the dark and
enthused the people for
education on modern lines. The
school has grown significantly
from its beginnings and now
stands as a sought after

institution.
St. Joseph’s Convent School, an
English medium premier
educational institution, like the
proverbial mustard seed has
grown into a gigantic tree under
whose shade thousands of
pupils have passed. At present
over 2000 students continue to
blossom and grow under its
tutelage. Its alumnae have
scattered far and wide, bearing
aloft its banner, and working to
illumine and make our world a
nobler and brighter place. 
To mark this occasion a three
day celebration was organized in

One of the formations during the sports meet

Sr. Navya Neelam 
(PACHMARHI, INDIA)

December. The celebrations
began with the Eucharist and the
lighting of the jubilee candle. As
is done in Israel the sounding of
the ram’s horn signaled the
opening of the jubilee and
announced through the land the
sacredness of this historical
moment. In accordance with the
local culture the parish women
lined up with pots on their head
and danced to the tune of tribal
music and drum beats, escorting
the Sisters of St. Joseph, the
main celebrant and priests to
the altar. 
The celebrations also included a
special remembrance of Mr.
Banmali Babu, who was
instrumental in bringing the
sisters to begin the school. Many
alumni returned with stories of
their success, grounded in the
education they were afforded
here in the early years of their
life.
No celebration would be
complete without a sports meet
which brought the students out
in drill displays. In spite of the
usual rain, they were all
energetic and their enthusiasm
reflected the value of the
education still offered at St.
Joseph’s Convent School, fifty
years after its founding.

Local women leading the procession 
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Effective Ministry whatever One’s Age

Advanced age for the
majority and the small
number of members in our

Norwegian province has not
diminished our desire or ability
to live our charism vibrantly and
be engaged in work for justice
and peace. We are only twenty-
four sisters, all living on the
same property, though in two
houses, one of which is the
formation community with six
novices and one postulant and
three professed sisters. 
The ministries of our sisters are
somewhat limited, but all are
concerned with what is
happening in our world. Among
those who are unable to go out,
several are keen readers of the
newspaper and keep up on
world events from the radio and
television as well. Their ministry
is one of prayer for the needs of
society within Norway and
throughout the world. This
prayer ministry embraces the
students of Saint Sunniva
School, founded and previously
owned by the congregation.
Several sisters visit the classes
there and in their visits speak of
how to build a more just society
and care for creation.
Everyone supports persons in
the society and the community
to the best of her ability. Some
sisters who are able to go out,
visit elderly persons living alone
or animate groups of seniors,
giving presentations and being
there for them. One sister offers
support to recovering drug
addicts with her presence and
listening. Still others visit nursing
homes and some are members
of prayer groups and help care
for persons who have no family
in Norway. For those sisters who
have difficulty getting out to visit
others, phone ministry is very

important. Besides their regular
phone calls, they are available to
receive a call at any time from
the lonely elderly with whom
they are in contact. 
Whatever the age or physical
condition, every sister is
involved in ministry as far as she
is able, knowing that her
ministry of presence and of
listening gives the other a sense
of value and importance. This
includes being present to our
own sisters and employees as
well as to persons in the wider
society.
Besides how individual sisters
are able to be present to others,
as a province we share our
property with different groups.
We have a retreat center which is
open any person wishing to
participate in one of the days of
prayer, weekend retreats or 8-day
retreats given there. Besides our
own sisters, two Marist priests
and three lay persons offer
spiritual direction from the
center. With our property
located in a residential area, we
are able to open our buildings as
meeting space for schools and
other local groups. The

possibilities are many.
Although we are few and limited
in what we can do, we recognize
that our charism calls us to be a
caring presence and this we do
in numerous ways within the
provincial house and beyond.

Sr. Marie-Kristin Riosianu  
(NORWAY)

Sisters Erika, Edel, Ingrid Marie, Ruth and Veronica at recreation.

S. Sylvia and Durda Stepic, one of
our coworkers, prepare dinner for
the community and those at the
retreat center



As one of a group of
students in the Bachelor
and Master of Education

programs at St. Xavier’s College
of Education, Patna, India, I
recently spent two days at the
‘Tarumitra Ashram’. Tarumitra
(Friends of trees) is a well-known
movement begun by the Jesuits
in 1988 for the protection of the
environment, with a focus on
biodiversity, and in particular
trees. It is a place where
students from all over India and
the world are motivated to live
meaningful and environment-
friendly life. Tarumitra has
reached out to lakhs (hundreds
of thousands) of students all
over India and the world. It is a
movement that has taken its
students even to the United
Nations’ meetings. Through it,
the younger generation is being
motivated to protect and save
the environment and its
resources. 
As we heard, our planet earth is
being slowly and steadily
destroyed by the reckless life
that we humans live. The staff of
Tarumitra very systematically and
scientifically presented to the
group of teacher trainees, the
burning environmental issues of
today and what are the remedial
measures we can take to protect
our planet. For instance, India is
famous for mosquitoes! These
days we spend a lot of electricity
to get rid of these tiny insects,
and also use poisonous
substances which we inhale as
we kill the mosquitoes. Tarumitra
has found a natural way of
achieving the same end by using
spiders! The spiders eat
mosquitoes that are trapped in
their webs. In short, for all the
modern remedies that we have
found for various problems,
nature has its own way of solving

them. It’s worth trying out these
solutions, to stem the
degradation of the earth. 
Today one cannot consume the
products of nature available in
the market without fear, because
they are full of pesticides and
poisonous fertilizers. Some
poison reaches us, the
consumers, through the food
chain. This is one reason for the
increasing number of diseases
which were not there a few years
ago. Alternate ways of farming
and agriculture were shown and
explained to us. 
We also learned that the life of
tribal peoples is connected to
every light bulb that is burned,
because the coal that is used for
the production of electricity
forces the displacement of the
tribals. Thus all those who are
enjoying the comforts of
electricity are living on the blood
of tribals. Tribals have often said:
“We pay a price for your
electricity with our lives.”
Furthermore, the generation of
electricity is the cause of much
pollution today!
It is time that we human beings
wake up from our slumber and
start living mindful of the harm
that we do to the planet with the
use of every electrical
appliance… with every tree that
is felled for construction or for
any other purpose… with every
drop of water we waste… with

every disposable item we throw
into the surroundings… If we do
not take necessary steps nature
will, in a few years time, put an
end to this race called ‘homo
sapiens.’
If in all our schools, the
principles of the Tarumitra
movement were to be
implemented there would surely
be a change in the mentality of
the thousands of young people
we educate. They would change
the face of the earth and
preserve it for the generations to
come! 

Year 2013 - n.11010
The Challenge of Tarumitra

Sr. Navya Neelam  
(PACHMARHI, INDIA)

The group of teacher trainees who participated in the two-day workshop

Participants engaging in learning activity
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Hope and Change through
Education

During our six years of
presence in the mission
of Papua New Guinea, we

have learned much about the
people and their customs. 
Papua New Guinea is a Christian
country with a population of 7
million, many of whom are
Catholics with others belonging
to more than 60 different
Christian churches. Although the
majority are Catholic, tradition
shapes the culture. One example
is that of marriage, where most
people, even Catholics follow
traditional customs, with
marriage seldom blessed in the
Church. Despite being a
Christian country the belief in
sorcery is deeply rooted, to the
extent that even a natural death
is blamed on sorcery. 
Since the Church is a major
contributor to the development
of the country, especially in the
field of education and health,
both the Government and the
people appreciate and support
the work of the missionaries.
Sister Valentina and I are
teaching in the high school run
by the Montfort brothers of St.
Gabriel, begun in 2007. Within
the short span of 6 years it has
earned the reputation of having
good academic performance and
student discipline. This has been
evident the fact that last year
93% of our students were
qualified to do their higher
studies, remarkable in a system
where access to education is
based on merit, not on choice.
Such success, which reduces the
number of drop outs to a
minimum, is seen almost

exclusively in some Catholic
agency schools. 
To accomplish this, the teachers
and staff face many challenges,
among them, motivating
students to focus on studies.
Even at the primary level most of
the students’ interests are
elsewhere: drugs, alcohol, cult
practice (kind of generation
group) and sex. With very little
guidance from their families and
marriage break-ups common,
many children lack a good
support system at home. So our
mission demands us to wear
many hats: that of a parent,
counselor and teacher. Although
they are in the minority, we do
have some students who are
ambitious and desiring to
succeed in education so they do
give priority to their studies. 
With government schools very
poorly managed and most
teachers earning a salary even
though they do not appear for
class, the culture of corruption is
rampant. While the people of the
country are simple, friendly and
generous, they also tend to be
complacent, a trait which does
not encourage change and
development. This, together with
poor administration,
mismanagement of finances and
lack of building maintenance has

Students in their native attire

led to the deterioration of
schools, hospitals and other
facilities. 
It is mainly the church run
schools that give quality
education and teach Christian
values. Schools such as ours are
able to touch the lives of many
students and even some parents.
Despite the fact that we are
discouraged at times, the change
of attitude of some students,
their appreciation for what they
have learned and their success in
education motivates us to go
forward.

Sr. Ancy Kannamundayil 
(PAPUA NEW GUINEA)

Sister Valentina with some students
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1212
Reading the Signs of the Times
Leads to a Difficult Decision

As we celebrate the 50th
anniversary and renewal of
Vatican II, we are reminded,

among other things, of the call
from Vatican II for women
religious to “read the signs of the
times” as they discern their
future. Our faithfulness to this
became very significant to the
United States province at our last
chapter in 2012. 
Following days of contemplative
listening and prayer, we were
faced with the specifics of our
financial situation which was
rather sobering and frightening.
Having received a grant to
engage financial consultants, we
were gathered to hear the final
report and to come to some
consensus regarding what we
would need to do as we moved
into the future. 
What we heard was disturbing
and challenging. It became quite
clear that in order to rise above
our financial difficulties, we

would need to close our
infirmary at the Provincial
House and move our frail
and infirm sisters to long-
term or residential care
facilities. 
This was very difficult
and sad for us to hear.
Most of the sisters
believed that they would
spend their last days
together in the infirmary
at the Provincial House. It
seemed inconceivable
that there would be such
a change. 
However, in a very
graced and courageous
moment, the sisters
prayed, “read the signs of the
times” and made the important
decision to move our sisters and
close our infirmary.
In the fall of 2012, we began
moving the sisters to their new
homes. It was heart wrenching,
yet inspiring, to witness the deep
faith and trust of these first
sisters as they responded to
God’s call to move to a new
home. 
We found four wonderful new
homes in Connecticut for our
sisters. Each of these homes is
administered by a religious
community and each offers the
opportunity for a spiritual
dimension so important to our
sisters. Here they are well cared
for and visited by our sisters and
associates on a regular basis. 
In each facility, our sisters
continue to be companioned by
a member of the province whose
ministry is to advocate for all
their needs. These advocates take
special efforts to help the sisters
know they are loved and to help
them feel at home. 
We miss our sisters who once
lived here in our infirmary and
we wonder what life has in store

S. Jean Sauntry (r.) with S. Vernice
Molinari at Lourdes Nursing Home.

S. Marian Connor (l.) and S. Jeanne Hope (2nd
from right) visiting with S. Jean McCusker and
S. Declan Foley on the patio at Bojnowski
Manor.

for us in the future. In all this, we
find our strength and hope in our
loving God who has always been
with us. In our darkest moments
we experience the light of God’s
faithful love and care, and that
empowers us to continue to
move forward, wherever we are
led, as faithful Sisters of St.
Joseph. 

Sr. Ann Kane 
(USA)


