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Advent and the proximity of 
our Extended Council taking 
place in January, 2020, 

have me reflecting on the 
social and existential 
realities that we face 
in the 16 countries 
where the 1400 
Sisters of  St. Joseph 
of  Chambéry seek 
to be a sign and 
presence of  unity, 
prophetic hope, 
joy and faith. These 
realities differ in their 
cultural, organizational 
and social aspects, 
but also present many 
similarities in their diverse 
nuances. In which of  the countries 
of  the north or the south have we not 
found signs of  hopelessness, division, 
corruption, unethical actions, social 
inequality, and discrimination in gender, 
color or race? 
Here in Italy, as in many other parts of  
the world, we see an increase in crime, 
violation of  the fundamental rights of  
persons, and the occurrence of  femicide 
and suicide. The distance between rich 
and poor is no longer a characteristic of  

the so-called third-world or developing 
countries. Immigrants are not very 
welcome and are often discriminated 
against and exploited, contrary to their 
dignity as human beings. Refugees, 
the poor, those who are “different” are 
easily seen as a nuisance, a hindrance 

to progress, growth 
and social 

development. 
But are the poor 

diverting millions from 
public coffers? Are the poor giving 
priority to the individual over the public 
good? Are the poor destroying our 
forests, threatening our biodiversity 
and polluting our waters? Are the poor 
exploiting the land and accumulating 
wealth? Recently, the whole Congregation 
was invited to pray about the violence 
plaguing our brothers and sisters in 
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Mozambique, violence sadly creating a 
climate of  fear, pain, and hopelessness. 
This is no different from what we 
have heard about the situation in 
Bolivia or Venezuela or the wave of  
terrorist attacks multiplying in Europe 
and North America, not to mention 
the wars on the Asian and African 
continents. In these cases, too, are 
the poor the protagonists? In most 
countries, especially those in Latin 
America, the current situation shows 
that democracies are being weakened 
by the weight of  corruption, abuse of  
power, and constant migration. The 
situation of  our Catholic Church also 
reveals that we walk between light and 
shadows. There is an effort being made 
to recognize and overcome weaknesses 
and a crisis of  credibility. The response 

to Pope Francis’ call for a “Church on 
the way” has been one of  the challenges 
of  our communities, but we still need to 
move forward step by step to be with our 
poor and suffering people. 
This whole reality of  the world and 
Church is an appeal to go out to meet 
life and be the presence of  prophetic 
hope that is born in the heart of  God. 
This type of  presence requires us to 
be disciples of  the Master, to listen with 
attentive ears and recognize that we do 
not have all the answers, to be among 
the poor and make our way with them, 
to contemplate the imperceptible, to 
approach the whole of  life in its beauty, 
in its fragility, pain and complexity 
without pre-judgment or prejudice, and 
to always be ready to leave, not alone, 
but in communion with equals, bringing 

together initiatives that transform life, 
relationships, mind sets, and the way of  
understanding life. 
On every continent, we Sisters of  St. 
Joseph and all the people who work 
with us need to go out to meet life. 
This includes “departing”, as our Sister 
Elenice Buoro said, with less security, 
fewer paths indicated, fewer personal or 
institutional projects, and fewer material 
resources.  What is essential is to go out 
with love and the conviction that to we 
must build a society whose development 
promotes democracy, values freedom 
and equality, respects differences, 
encourages participation, values young 
people and the elderly, loves and serves 
the poor and migrants, and promotes 
and defends life in all its forms and 
expressions. 

J  P  I  C

Shall We Follow the
Young People? 
S. Linda Pepe 
United States

When “leaders” refuse to lead, they 
create a vacuum that is 
naturally filled by persons who 

are perceived as leaders.  This has 
never been truer than on the issue of  
Climate Change and the present crisis 
surrounding the actions, or inactions, of  
our governmental leaders. 
At the end of  September, World Leaders 
at the United Nations experienced an 
extraordinary moment.  They were 
reprimanded by a 16-year-old teenager 
from Sweden, Greta Thunberg, for their 
disinterested and apathetic attitude 
concerning the global environmental 
crisis.  This teenager spoke to world 
leaders with a passion that puts most 
of  us to shame.  She is fully aware 
of  the dangerous and devastating 
consequences that are, and will continue 
to manifest themselves, if  we do not do 
something about climate change.
The effects of  climate change surround 
us.  Here in the United States, the 

extremely high and extensive summer 
heat, ferocious deadly storms, and 
raging floods and wild fires all signal a 
climate in crisis. Every aspect of  nature 
is telling us there is a problem. The seas 
and oceans, with their warmer than usual 
temperature, are showing signs of  sea 
life negatively impacted by the climate.  
Along the New England coastal area in 
the northeast, the economic survival 
of  many families who have invested 

generations in the lobster industry is 
in jeopardy.  The warmer than normal 
ocean waters are interfering with the 
life cycle of  the lobster and many other 
ocean creatures.  
Our elected leaders have created a void.  
They have refused to lead on climate 
issues, and though they experience 
the changes as we do, political apathy, 
greed, or the lack of  voices demanding 
our earth be protected, allows the status 

 16 year-old Greta Thunberg, Climate activist from Sweden
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Green  Initiative …
To Reduce Plastic Usage
S. Deepika D’Souza 
India - Nirmala

 Using old clothes to make different types of bags

quo to continue. 
We must do something, and do it now! If  
a 16-year-old teenager can speak to 
world leaders on their responsibility to 
preserve life and the environment for 
future generations, can we not do the 
same locally and nationally in our own 
countries?
The Congregation’s JPIC Commission will 
be focused on this issue in an attempt to 
educate, activate and encourage each 
Sister, Associate and Mission Volunteer 
to raise their voice and demand our 
leaders act responsibly to protect our 
earth.  Raising our voices is only half  

of  our responsibility.   The other half  is 
our personal responsibility to protect 
and conserve our natural resources.  
When Greta Thunberg spoke to world 
leaders she was echoing what young 
people throughout the world are 
demanding in the numerous marches 
being held in major cities.  They demand 
action, not political apathy.   Are the 
young people not speaking to us as 
well?   Are we not as much responsible 
for insuring the future of  our world as 
our political leaders?  If  each of  us 
reading this CSJournal article were to 
look around and find one thing we could 

do to preserve our local environment, we 
might be surprised at the global impact a 
simple single action can have.  
On September 23, 2019  Pope Francis 
delivered a video message during the 
opening plenary of  the United Nations 
General Assembly in which he stated:  
“While the situation is not good and 
the planet is suffering, the window 
of  opportunity is still open. Despite 
everything. Let us not let it close. Let 
us open it with our determination to 
cultivate integral human development, 
to ensure a better life for future 
generations.”  

“Bits of  paper, bits of  paper lying
on the ground”…the nursery 
rhyme drilled into us as young 

children can never be forgotten.  While 
we may not throw paper on the floor as 
adults, we surely find ourselves with a lot 
of paper at home, ranging from news-
papers, magazines, shopping wraps etc.   
In fact paper accounts for 50% of all dry 
waste generated in urban India, followed 
by plastic (14%) and glass (6%) accord-
ing to a 2011 working paper prepared 
by the Department of Industrial Policy 
and Promotion under the Union Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry.
Wastepaper is in fact an untapped re-
source.  Recycled paper is used in India 
as a raw material for manufacturing 
newsprint, paperboard, craft paper, 
notebooks, packaging materials and 
tissue paper.  It is also exported to other 
countries as a finished product. 
Akhilesh Kumar Sharma, CEO, Rama Pulp 
and Papers Ltd., Vapi, Gujarat, states 
“The waste dumped by various countries 
in India is fibre rich.  Here we have plenty 
of labour, for recycling, so, it is a win-win 
situation”.  Business houses are busy 
using this resource to make good money. 
A Seminar was held for the youth, and 
zone members of the Saligao Parish 
in Goa. We, the Sisters of St. Joseph, 

attended this Seminar, which was an 
eye-opener to us with regard to recycling 
of waste material in our surroundings.  
A pertinent question was placed before 
us: Can we, responsible citizens of India, 
utilize waste paper to help ourselves and 
our environment?
The Saligao Pastoral Council, proposed a 
Green Initiative wherein old clothes could 
be recycled into beautiful cloth bags, to 
reduce plastic usage in the village.  A 
workshop was organized and those in-
terested from each zone came to learn 
about doing this.
A bag-making workshop was organized 
by the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) of 
Saligao  at St. Joseph’s Convent, from 
25th to 30th September, 2019 for dif-

ferent zones of our Parish and also for 
our migrant women. The women were 
thrilled, excited and felt very privileged to 
be part of this program.
Mrs. Maria Fernandes, a trained seam-
stress, was the resource person who 
gave her time and voluntary services, 
and taught the group to make different 
types of cloth bags, out of old clothes:  
sling bags, shoulder bags, drawstring 
bags, and pouches. Everyone
was enthusiastic and the workshop was 
fruitful. Along with them Sr. Aplonia also 
learned to make beautiful bags.
It was indeed a great initiative taken by 
the members of the Pastoral Council 
(PPC) of the Saligao Parish with a motto: 
“BE ECO-FRIENDLY, SAY NO TO PLASTIC”.
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PROVINCE/ REGION/ MISSION

On October 18, 2019, the 
communities of  Bellecombette 
and Bois Joli, located just beyond 

the Chambéry city limits, welcomed 10 
sisters and associates from different 
congregations of  St. Joseph and 
various provinces in Europe for a 
three-day meeting. The countries and 
congregations represented were: United 
Kingdom (Annecy), France (Lyons and 
Chambéry), Norway (Chambéry) and 
Italy (Aoste, Pinerolo and Istituto).   The 
meeting was organized by Barbara 
Bozak, csj, (Chambéry) the coordinator 
of  the presence of  the Congregations 
of  St. Joseph at the United Nations, and 
Graziella Zocchi from the congregation 
of  Cuneo, Italy.   The invitation was sent 
to those engaged with the work of  JPIC 
in their respective congregation or 
province.  It was the first time such a 
meeting took place and is, hopefully, the 
beginning of  more collaboration among 
congregations and countries as they 
continue to develop their commitment to 
issues of  justice, peace and the integrity 
of  creation. 
Since working together presupposes 
knowing one another, one goal of  

the meeting was to connect the JPIC 
persons of  Europe across countries, 
congregations and federations, so 
they might support one another.  
This includes sharing resources and 
knowledge as well as how each is 
working to realize the Sustainable 
Development Goals which are the 
focus of  the UN agenda at this time.  
There was a brief  presentation of  
how the Congregations of  St Joseph 
are connected in different countries 
and across the world: the common 
formation program by Lyons, Annecy 
and l’Institut (France) in West Africa; 
the ongoing meetings of  provincial 
councils and formation personnel of  
Lyons, Annecy and Chambery in India; 

the Global Coordinating Group with 
representatives of  the four federations, 
three international congregations and 
Buenos Aires; the International Centre 
in Le Puy en Velay. It is clear that such 
collaboration is important and needs to 
be both strengthened and expanded as 
we continue to build relationships among 
individuals and groups.   
One highlight of  the meeting was a 
presentation on the Amazon Synod by 
Henrietta Curran (Annecy – UK).  She 
emphasized the importance of  learning 
from the indigenous peoples who 
understand the essential connection 
between the health of  humans and 
the health of  the planet.   We were 
challenged by the words of  Pope Francis 
who showed his respect for the people 
of  the Amazon when he told them  “I 
want to  listen to you, to unite ourselves 
to your challenges and to reaffirm a 
sincere option for the defence of  life, the 
defence of  the land and the defence of  
cultures.”
Each evening the group came together 
with the two local communities for a 
time of  relaxation with song, dance and 
conversation, a life-giving experience 
for both groups.  The value of  such a 
meeting was made clear when all agreed 
on the importance of  continuing such 
meetings from time to time, suggesting 
that we have one every 18 months, the 
next one probably in April 2021.

JPIC-Europe              
Meets for the First Time
S. Barbara Bozak                                                        
United States
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The closing gathering of  Leaders as 
Leaven – India, was organised 
from 9 to 12 November, 2019 at 

Don Bosco Skill Mission, Bangalore, 
India. Sixty eight sisters from the three 
congregations of Annecy, Chambery 
and Lyon and two resource persons 
came from every corner of India and 
beyond for this four-day program to 
draw together the threads and share 
how the yearlong program has helped 
them develop their leadership capacity. 
The 31 participants and 31 mentors 
were joined by S. Sally Marie Hodgdon, 
the Superior General of the Chambery 
sisters and S. Margaret Gallagher, a 
General Councillor of the Annecy sisters, 
as well as the organising committee – Sr. 
Barbara Bozak (Chambery) the program 
Director,  Sr. Lucy Parakkattu (Lyon), 
Sr. Amala Doss (Annecy) and Sr. Lilly 
Padayattil (Chambery) who had come 
to Bangalore a few days early to do the 
final preparations for the meeting.
The Leaders as Leaven - India program 
is grounded in the belief that every sister 
is a leader in her own context, regardless 
of whether she has a title or not.  A true 
leader is one who knows herself and 
can engage with others, inspiring them 
to journey with her to achieve a vision, 
whether she has a position of authority 
or not. 
During the prayer service on the first 
day each one received a small bamboo 
plant with the explanation that, like the 
bamboo seed which takes five years to 
germinate, each sister must be deeply 
rooted in our charism and in Christ to 
grow into a strong, visible presence.  S. 
Barbara Bozak in her welcome address 

invited the participants of  the program 
to continue the journey of  the year that 
was coming to an end. Sisters Sally and 
Margaret addressed the participants on 
behalf  of  the general teams of  the three 
congregations. 
S. Cynthia Gonsalves FMM the resource 
person for the first two days explained at 
length the topic, “Leaders Transformed 
from Within,” explaining the dynamics of  
the psycho-spiritual journey leading to 
transformation. 
Each of the 31 participants was invited 
to share something of her growth 
experience during the past year - a very 
enriching and sacred time. “Over these 
months I have developed the practice 
of taking deep breaths and slowing 
down when I am inclined to shout at 
or find fault with someone,” said one 
of the participants. “This program has 
helped me to react with more flexibility 
and listen to the other with love and 
compassion,” said another.
S. Margaret Gallagher SJA led the group 
beautifully on the day of integration with 
this question, “What will you do with 

your one wild and precious life?”  She 
encouraged them to name and face their 
fears so they would enlarge their comfort 
zone to be more open and caring toward 
all. 
On the final day, Mrs. Virginia Saldanha, 
a theologian, feminist and activist,  
challenged the group to take action on 
some of the social and church issues 
that are not strongly addressed by  
women religious. She asked them to 
reflect on women who had embraced 
their leadership potential by following 
their dream to be a transformative 
presence, and showed how the 
leadership of Jesus was not about 
authority but about being with and 
responding to the needs of the people. 
The concluding prayer service helped 
the group to see themselves in the 
image of a seed sprouting and slowly 
becoming a huge tree. Besides helping 
to develop the leadership capacity of all 
present, this gathering brought greater 
unity and collaboration among the three 
congregations of Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Lyon, Annecy and Chambery in India. 

Leaders as Leaven – India
S. Navya Neelamvilail 
India - Pachmarhi

 From left: Sisters Barbara Bozak Bozak (Chambery), Lucy Parakkattu 
(Lyon), Lilly Padayattil (Chambery) and Amala Doss (Annecy)
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A draft amendment to the Brazilian 
Constitution, presented by 
Senator Tasso Jereissati, 

includes a section bringing an end to 
philanthropy for education in Brazil. 
What it states is that scholarships to 
underprivileged students offered by 
non-profit organizations will no longer be 
considered eligible for the tax immunity 
provided for by the Constitution.  If  
the text is approved by the Federal 
Senate and House of  Representatives 
this will bring an end to scholarships 
for the University for All program 
(ProUni) and Educational Assistance.                               
Educational entities in Brazil have 
mobilized to defend philanthropy. 
With their serious and quality work in 
education, health and social assistance, 
institutions play a role that the State 
cannot achieve. In the area of  education, 
according to data from the National 
Forum of  Philanthropic Institutions, 
these institutions return 4.67 times more 
than they receive, and this amounts 
to more than 2.4 million students, 
725,000 of whom, as recipients of 
scholarships, would lose the opportunity 
to have access to good training if it 
were not for the support of philanthropy.                                      
We need to be aware of the 
achievements and guarantees of the 
Constitution and laws, and the benefits 
that have allowed the inclusion of the 
poorest people, especially in the areas 
of vulnerability in our country, such as 

health and education. Philanthropy plays 
a role in supporting solidarity in sectors 
where the state alone cannot solve the 
problems. 

It may be that in the future, when we 
reach the maturity of the rule of law, and 
Brazil becomes a fairer country, it may 
no longer be necessary to encourage 
philanthropy, but I believe that we are 
still far from this ideal. Therefore, we 
defend immunity for institutions that have 
sought to seriously follow and practice 
the precepts of the Constitution and 
the laws. And we are aware that we are 
effectively and efficaciously contributing 
to social justice in our country.              
On October 20 we celebrate National 
Philanthropy Day.  The schools of the 
Sisters of St Joseph, having as their main 
goal to offer education and assistance 
to those most in need, a human and 
Christian education, publicly celebrate 
this date and take the opportunity 
to demonstrate their defense of 
philanthropy, inviting the Congregation, 
educational communities and society to 
join in this struggle.

Philanthropy 
for Education at Risk       
S. Rosa Porangaba
Brazil

S. Alexis Puthenveetil   85  Tanmaya 17.09.2019
S. Gema Vian 82  Brazil  19.09.2019
S. Rita de Càssia Dantas 100  Brazil  20.09.2019
S. Maria Alberta Bucci  90  Italy  24.09.2019
S. Teresa Vithayathil  73  Nagpur  09.10.2019
S. Maria Christina Mello 85  Brazil  14.10.2019      
S. Rita Pastore  83 Brazil  15.10.2019

         
                       NEW

SAINTS
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Nine members from four 
congregations of  St. Joseph were 
in Le Puy, the origin and cradle of  

the sisters of St. Joseph, from 19th to 
25th October 2019 for a program at the 
International Centre.  The blend of seven 
nationalities gathered for the program 
enriched me while we shared with one 
another our experiences of life. We all 
felt one under the umbrella of sharing 
one CHARISM. Ffive of us represented St. 
Joseph of Chambery, including one 
Indian. 
The resource person, Sr. Linda Buck, a 
Sister of St. Joseph of Orange, California 
(USA) invited the group to dwell on the 
two Trinities: both the created and the 
uncreated.  She emphasized that God is 
in relationship with us and wants to seize 
us. We are called to bring God alive in 
the world. To do this, one needs to be 
seized by the love of the three persons 
in the Trinity. 
The session infused in me a deeper 
knowledge of the Trinity and the desire 
to live a life consecrated to both the 
created and uncreated Trinities in an 
authentic manner. The prayer of Pedro 
Arrupe, SJ, was often prayed during the 
course of the session. In his words:  
“Nothing is more practical than finding 
God, that is, than falling in a love in a 
quite absolute, final way.  What you are in 

Prophetic Stance
of Relationships Through                        
Two Trinities   
S.  Nidhi Perumpilly
India -Tanmaya

love with, what seizes your imagination 
will affect everything. It will decide what 
will get you out of bed in the mornings, 
… what you read, who you know, . .
and what amazes you with joy and 
gratitude.  Fall in love, stay in love, and it 
will decide everything.”
This prayer touched me and it continues 
to enthuse my life and mission. 
Exploring Le Puy, the origin of our 
congregation, was an integral part of 
our session. Together we walked those 
streets which our founder Fr. John Peter 
Medaille and our early sisters once 
walked and travelled. In everything we 
saw and touched, we felt their presence 
alive. Among the important and historical 
places was the First Kitchen. For us it 

is a sacred place where our first sisters 
gathered for warmth, for a meal and as a 
community to be one with God and to be 
a compassionate presence to the people 
of  their times. While walking, at times we 
conversed and at others remained silent 
to reflect on the journey of our lives 
and fondly remember the legends of the 
congregation.
After the session ended, I had the 
privilege of meeting our sisters of the  
French Province. I was touched and 
edified by the hospitality and generosity 
of the sisters at Bois Joli and Jacob 
Bellecombette. Wherever I went I felt the 
charism of our congregation vibrantly 
alive. Indeed, it’s true that “in bringing 
God to the world, we all are pioneers”.

S. Lourdes Therezinha Sangali    91 Brazil 16.10.2019
S. Mary Rose Boothe 99 USA 18.10.2019
S. Maria Celina Benini 92 Brazil  20.10.2019
S. Jacinta Borsoi 86 Brazil  26.10.2019
S. Mary Immaculata Iyenkerril  87 Pachmarhi 26.10.2019
S. Marie Françoise Pointet  99 France  02.11.2019
S. Mary Felicity Kochuparampil  82 Nirmala 03.12.2019

         
                        NEW

SAINTS
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The goal of  selling two thousand 
panettone has been exceeded. So 
many “Panettone of  Solidarity” 

already ordered, that CSJMissioni 
declared “A success never seen before.  
Within a few days, many requests arrived, 
a real boom that demonstrates sensitivity 
on the part of  all the people who are 
close to the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  
Chambéry and the communities of  
Sisters who are very committed to 
spread this initiative.”
They were sent to all seven communities 
of  the Sisters in Italy, but also to 
Denmark, France, Ireland and Norway. 
The first panettone were distributed on 
November 23, the feast of  Christ the 
King. Since then, the distribution has 
continued nonstop and will continue in 
the coming days until Christmas Eve. 
This year, the funds raised will go to 
scholarships for girls studying at the St. 
Joseph of  Chambéry Center, the facility 
created by the Sisters of  St. Joseph 
in Songea, Tanzania, to offer quality 
education to vulnerable young people of  
the region. 
This endeavor has been going on for 
years and has achieved great results 
this year. “Fourteen girls graduated and 
all with excellent results,” explains Sister 
Mariaelena Aceti, a General Councilor of  
the Congregation. “They received many 
awards for their achievements. All will 
continue their studies at university.  It 
will be a great challenge to continue to 
support them in their studies.” In Italy, 
all the communities of  the Sisters of  St. 
Joseph have committed to support, from 
a distance, at least one girl. Overseas, 
communities that do not distribute the 
panettone still offered help for the center 
at Songea.
As the Sisters express satisfaction with 
what the students have achieved and 
offer their support, the Tanzanian 
students speak enthusiastically 
about their experience in Songea. “I 
am grateful,” explains Jennifer, “for 
the attention, love, tolerance and 

cooperation that the Sisters have shown 
to us over the years. We have nothing 
with which to repay them; but may God 
bless them for what they have done for 
us”.

Alexia, another student, also shares her 
viewpoint: “The help of  the Sisters 
has been important and I hope that 
their commitment will not cease, and 
that in the future, they can also help 
our younger sisters. I wish this Center 
a long life.” And Lucy, a third year 
student, expresses a thank you to the 
Sisters: “In the center we could eat 
good food and drink clean water. The 
Sisters offer us a healthy and balanced 
diet to help us grow and study. The 
environment is also clean and it is a 
pleasure to work in such an orderly 
and healthy environment. I hope that 
the structure can continue to operate 
many years into the future.”
Thanks to the Panettone of  Solidarity, 
or with a simple donation, anyone can 
support the Center, help the students 
and build a better future.

Info
Web csjmissioni.it/onlus
Mail info@csjmissioni.it

More than        
2000 Panettone Sold   
Enrico Casale

Italy
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A Seminar on Climate Change and the 
10th Planet Day were held on 
September 27, 28 and 29, 2019, 

in Goiânia (central region of  Brazil). 
The theme: “The Savannah, for Water, 
Life and Resistance” guided the events. 
The seminar was organized by climate 
activists, environmentalists, riverside 
dwellers, the indigenous, descendants 
of  former slaves, traditional peoples, 
and social and pastoral movements. This 
year, it was linked to the annual “Planet 
Day”, promoted by the Sisters of  St. 
Joseph of  Chambéry and collaborators.  
These were three intense days of  
information about the savannahs, 
workshops, and rich exchanges of  
experiences between participants from 
all over Brazil. 
On the 29th, five buses from different 
regions of  Goiânia, along with cars and 
motorcycles, brought the participants 
to one place. A delicious breakfast 
awaited all of  them and the 
participants were warmly 
welcomed. The activities of  the 
day began with a beautiful 
prayer led by a group of  
young parishioners.  The 
prayer led us to reflect 
on the situation of  the 
environment and our 
responsibility to defend 
it and take care of  the 
planet where we live.                                                                        
Then we took to the city 
streets. Children, young 
people and adults raised 
their voices asking and 
calling the attention of  
residents to the urgency of  
taking care of  the Earth. Along 
the way, recyclable materials 
were collected, we planted trees, 
and we called upon the residents of  
the neighborhoods to do their part 
for our common home. In addition to 

S. Ana Maria de Jesus and 
Leonardo Xavier (Associate)

Brazil

“The Cry of the Earth and of 
the Poor calls out for Justice” 

the march, there were workshops with 
themes relating to the environment 
and the preservation of  the planet.                                                                     
We had the presence and support of  
the Educational Advisor to the Climate 
Change and Social Justice 

Forum, 
Ivo 

Poletto, as well as spokespersons for 
movements and different entities, and 
pastoral militants for the defense of  the 
social rights of  the populations affected 
by the disorders caused by global 
warming.
In a public letter, drafted in the Seminar,  
participants expressed their commitment 
to denounce the various forms of  
destruction of  the savannahs and create 

channels of  sharing and knowledge 
in order to build a possible new 

world based on the common good. 
In addition to the public letter, 
Planet Day launched a petition, 
requiring greater care on the 
part of  the city to maintain the 
sources of  the various streams 
existing in the city. The letter, 
developed at the end of  the 
Cerrado Seminar, is beautiful! 
In addition to touching us 
deeply, it features a scathing 
denunciation, renewing hope in 
the unity and struggles of  our 

peoples.
Our voice on bringing to life the 

Amazon Synod cannot be lacking. 
This event encourages us to 

fight more and more for a healthy 
environment, one respected by all, 

in the present in which we live and for 
the tomorrow of  future generations. Our 
sharing seeks to be a seed, sown in the 
heart of  every reader of  our report.
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This year 2019 we have changed the 
name of  the Hostel in Songea to 
St. Joseph’s Chambery Centre. We, 

Srs. Malathi and Marian, for the first time 
held a pre-form 1 class for local boys 
and girls, those who live in the area of  
Mateka.  Previously we offered pre- form 
1 classes only to those girls who would 
stay at the Centre (the hostel) for 4 
years. 
This pre-form 1 class is very important 
because it helps to prepare the children 
for secondary school and children who 
complete and pass the exam at the end 
of  primary school (grade 7) have been 
taught in Swahili and often know little 
if  any English, the language used for 
teaching in the government secondary 
schools.   The pre-form 1 classes give 
them formation in English and prepare 
them for further studies, but these 
classes are offered only by private 
institutions and are often very expensive.  
So we decided to offer these classes to 

Offering a Future to 
Children in Songea  
S. Marian Connor
Tanzania

the local children who would otherwise 
not have the opportunity to continue 
their education. 
We had a least 54 children, with 20 
children coming from the villages. Fifteen 
girls from the pre-form 1 class stay 
at the Centre from Monday to Friday, 
which brings the number of girls staying 
at the Centre to almost 70.  We ask 
for a financial contribution of 10.000 
Tanzanian shillings per month ($4.34 

US).  This is to cover the cost of  the 4 
teachers we hired to teach 7 subjects, as 
well as materials needed for the classes.  
Two of  the teachers had just received 
their teacher qualification in the summer, 
so it gave them a chance to earn a little 
money and to give them experience in 
their field of  studies. By doing this, many 
children were taken off  the streets from 
September until December.  Class 7 in 
the primary school sit a state exam to 
go to secondary school, but if  they fail 
that is the end of  their schooling unless 
they can pay, which most cannot do. It is 
so sad to think that 12 and 13 year-olds 
can have no more schooling if  they fail 
this one exam, when some might develop 
later. 
In December the students sat two exams, 
one after five weeks and another after 
ten weeks, to see their progress. Some 
of  the students are very bright  and do 
well, while others need extra help, as 
their marks are very low. However, since 
there are no special teachers in the 
schools they simply do the best they can 
or drop out.
We have chosen 14 girls to join the form 
1 classes (secondary school) in Mateka 
School: 9 from the villages and 5 from 
Mateka itself.  We are happy to share with 
you our efforts to help these children, 
especially those from the villages who 
are less likely to succeed, to get a better 
education and, hopefully, have a better 
future.
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S. Deepika D’Souza 
India - Nirmala

“N o”  t o M a k i n g S a l i g a o                              
a Garbage Hub of Goa      

If our generation does not unite 
and fight for this mess, this 
village will become a rotten, con-

taminated garbage dump of Goa.  
Either wake up now, or be ready to 
leave this village in a few more 
years!!!!
A meeting was conducted on 12th 
October, 2019 at Saligao Pancha-
yat (village council) compound, to 
oppose the proposed expansion 
and installation of plastic burning 
incinerators at Saligao Garbage 
Treatment Plant in Goa.
Over 500 people protested the 
garbage plant expansion, and 
threatened to stage satyagraha 
(non-violent civic resistance) and 
block garbage trucks from entering 
Saligao. The Sarpanch Shradha 
Borkar (head of the village) had 
received several letters about the 
foul smell already there.  Further-
more, the air will be polluted if they 
start burning plastics.
I, Sr. Deepika Dsouza, Sister of St. 
Joseph of Chambery, participated 
in this protest march, along with 
members of our neighbourhood, to 
be in solidarity with the people of 
our village.
A few spoke about the hazards this 
plant brings. Mr. Ashley Delaney, 
who has children studying at 
Lourdes Convent School, Saligao, 
said:  “Every morning when stu-
dents come to school, they have 
to wait for the trucks to pass and 
are forced to breathe the stench, 
which affects them while studying 
in school.  The leachate spilling 
from the trucks on the road is a 
problem”.
Ramesh Gadge, a farmer spoke 
about what the people need to 
do:  “We must be united to save 
our village heritage.  The plant was 
supposed to be used as a picnic 
spot, but today people cannot eat 

food even in their homes. If  we do 
not unite, they will dump garbage 
over here.”
Stating that the plant has failed in 
its operations, Austin de Gama, 
President of  the Saligao Com-
munidade said: “We will start a 
satyagraha and block the roads. 
If  they are going ahead with the 
expansion, then we will not allow 
the trucks to come into the village. 
The communidade is supporting 

the people in opposing this expan-
sion.“Let us go out and stop the 
vehicles, and then only will the govern-
ment realise”.
The protest calls awakened the people 
of  the village, and from the following 
morning they began to stop the trucks 
coming from Saligao to dump their 
waste here. It was a move that was 
practical, and proves the truth of  the 
saying: ”United we stand; divided we 
fall.”
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“A call to care for our Common 
Home” – Youth Day  
S. Francisca Dias de Medeiros         
Bolivia

A Youth Day was organized by young 
people from the parish of  San 
Ramón, Bolivia. Having started on 

October 12 and followed by a few days 
(Oct. 14-16) in communion with the 
Amazon Synod, it brought together 45 
young people who were motivated to 
reflect on the problems we face today 
in relation to climate change and the 
destruction of  nature. The goal was to 
raise awareness among young people 
about the care of  our common home, 
and also to influence the hearts of  
young people to change their attitude 
regarding what we face.
We started the day remembering the 
beauty of  God’s creation and praising 
God in song. We reached a moment of  
awareness when we observed what 
happens to Mother Earth on the local 
and global level. We worked creatively 
in small groups on the importance of  
taking care of  water, plants, animals, air 
and everything we use that pollutes the 
environment. 
We took a walk, seeing the degradation 
of  the environment in which we live. We 
went out into the streets and stopped 
at a recreation area, where we found a 
lot of  garbage left by those who use the 
place. We engaged in a penitential act, 
asking Mother Nature for forgiveness 
for the poor treatment we give her. 
On another day we collected plastic on 

the streets of  the city, raising people’s 
awareness that every action which 
degrades the environment in which 
we live harms Mother Earth and puts 
at risk the quality of  life of  future 
generations. 
The journey of  these days focused on 
creation finished with a video and 

photo contest concerning awareness 
and care for the environment. The young 
people put forth all their creativity and 
enthusiasm, creating very beautiful 
videos and uplifting messages. We 
concluded these days with a moment of  
prayer using the material sent by the JPIC 
team.
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