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I recently had the 
opportunity to spend 
several weeks in Brazil. 

During that time I met 
many sisters in the senior 
care homes. Each one 
was greatly interested in 
the life and mission of the 
Congregation.  They, in 
turn, shared with me their 
life in the mission.  There 
was an extra glow of 
happiness in each of their 
faces as they narrated their 
stories.  If  one of  them was 
searching for the name of 
a place where she had been missioned, 
another sister was ready to prompt her 
whether it was right or not. 
On the Feast of Corpus Christi, 
102-year-old Sister Helena Toald, walked 
down the stairs in a procession from 
the infirmary to the chapel, not wanting 
to be helped by another, then sat in 
the front row in the chapel, singing and 
responding to the prayers at Mass.  
What a marvellous sight it was to see 
102 years of graced life, together with 
many other generous sisters on whose 
strong foundation the congregation 
stands today, in Brazil and in mission in 
17 countries.  I asked a few 90-year old 
sisters:   “What is the secret of this joy 
that you eminate, the positive energy 

that you impart?” Their responses were 
simple but profound: “I said ‘Yes’ to the 
Lord and I continue to say ‘Yes’ each 
day with joy, no matter whether I am 
well or ill.”  Another: “ I am happy to 
belong to Jesus and I feel at home.” And 
“As  a young professed sister,  I worked 
45 years in a psychiatric hospital. I 
would love to go back, if  I were a little 
younger,” said a 98-year-old sister. 
There were many wonderful, committed, 
faithful sisters who said many things 
expressing  joy in spending their life 
for God and people in mission. Many of  
these sisters were among the leaders of  
the congregation in the past. The lesson 
that  they teach today is that  the  desire 
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How best                             
to use this ONE life
S. Philomena Pazhuraparambil  
General Council

 S. Philo offering sweets to the sisters in the 
retirement home in Vacaria
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to generously say ‘Yes’ in daily life, to 
embrace belonging to the congregation 
as a committed member with a great 
sense of  mission consciousness, is what 
makes religious life stable and relevant 
then and now.
I was taken with S. Enilda Dambroz, 94 
years old. Seated in a lovely airy room 
in Casa Nazare with other sisters, she 
is joyful, sharing news and entertaining 
others. S. Enilda had a  small table 
before her, filled with beads, wires and 
scissors. As she talked, her hands 

were busy making rosaries for the 
missions. The other sisters gathered 
there talked about things that they 
now make for the missions and the 
challenging lives they lived in their 
past. Truly these sisters are in mission 
in all stages of  their life. It is mission 
that gives meaning to their lives and 
to our life as religious no matter what 
challenges we face today. I am sure 
that for  these sisters  praying with the 
Scriptures and living  a gospel-centred 
life was at the root of  their existence 

and it flowed into their mission with the 
poor. Our future will be similar to this if   
our Congregation will continue to be a 
sign of  communion and love.  
Time has brought many changes, new 
challenges and insights, and there is 
inside each one a hunger for broader 
horizons.  Many Congregations 
are reflecting on fusion with other 
congregations, perhaps to have a global 
perspective for mission and life.  All of  
this responds to the desire to learn 
“How best to use this ONE life.”

Sowers of Prophetic Hope
S. Sally Hodgdon                                            
General Council

The UISG 2019 Plenary Assembly in 
May, gathered almost 900 Women 
General Superiors from every 

continent and 80 countries, speaking 
in more than 13 languages, in Rome,  
May 6-10. The conference room and 
corridors were filled with women ages 
36 through early 80’s, wearing various 
styles, colors and engaged in animated 
conversations. You could feel the 
anticipation and enthusiasm of  being 
together to listen, reflect and share on 
the realities and possibilities of  global 
religious life today.
Each keynote presenter reflected on a 
different aspect of  how we are called to 
be sowers of  prophetic hope: through 
our vision for the future of  religious life; 
by caring for creation, including practical 
commitments; by living interculturally; 
and through inter-religious dialogue. 
After each presenter, we had time for 
personal reflection and rich sharing at 
our tables. The morning prayer, often in 
Spanish with subtitles, grounded us in a 
deeper awareness of  what it means to 
be the seed, the sower and the one to 
receive seeds from others.
Sister Teresa Maya, CCVI, from the US, in 
her reflections on the future of  religious 
life, said “the time for words is over. 
Prophecy will emerge from the narrative 
of  hope embedded deep in the soul 
of  our charisms. Our way to prophecy 
is through a compassion that all can 
see, not read, but see. We need not do 
anything more, or anything less.”

In her presentation on 
Caring for Creation, 
Sister Judette Gallares, 
RC, from the Philippines, 
shared biblical 
perspectives of  the 
important elements 
and characteristics 
of  prophetic hope. 
“Inherent in the 
prophetic vocation 
is to be a sower of  
hope, to be engaged 
in prophetic action that 
will eventually bring 
about a restoration 
of  faith and life. Hope 
and life are held in one 
breath. Prophetic hope 
is rooted in contemplation and invokes 
the memory of  God’s dream for our 
world.”
Sister Adriana Milmanda, SSpS, from 
Argentina, spoke about prophetic 
hope as living interculturally. “Today, in 
missiology, we have already begun to 
speak of  the Church’s “inter-gentes” 
mission (instead of  ad-gentes) and of  
inter-culturation, which incorporates 
the challenges and opportunities of  the 
new multidirectional context in the world 
and the Church today. Intercultural life 
is one of  the seeds of  prophetic hope 
that we are called to sow and that it is 
urgent for each of  our Congregations 
and the entire Church to consider it.”
Donna Orsuto, a professor at the 
Gregorian and Angelicum Universities 
in Rome, offered her reflections on 
Inter-religious Dialogue as one of  the 
seeds of  prophetic hope. “Experience 
of  God’s love encourages us to enter 

into inter-religious dialogue. This 
dialogue must be marked by clarity, trust, 
meekness and prudence allowing you to 
listen “to the words” behind the spoken 
word, to reach the depth necessary for 
personal transformation.”
As I reflect on this I realize that a seed 
has all the elements of  who it is inside 
and only needs a “sower”, perhaps 
each of  us, to plant it in rich soil and 
nurture it with water, air and some sun, 
so it can eventually do the painful work 
of  breaking open its outer shell. This 
“breaking out” takes endless patience. 
But once the seed has burst out, 
although tired, it is able to grow and 
develop. Is this not the same for each of  
us?  What seeds of  hope have I planted 
and/or received?
Hopefully, these “seeds” have stirred you 
enough so that you will go to the UISG 
Website where all the presentations are 
in print and some in video.
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China, the prophecy of                                 
a silent Church
S. Ieda Tomazini                                     
General Councilor

China, 2019. Almost a year after the 
signing of  the Vatican China Accord, 
the persecution of  Christians by 

the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), 
particularly those of  the underground 
or silent church, as our Chinese sisters 
would say, has increased in almost all 
states and cities in the country. The 
persecutions include the destruction 
of  churches and Christian symbols like 
crosses, images and other religious 
items. Many Christians, including priests 
and pastoral associates, have been 
arrested for opposing the laws imposed 
by the patriotic Church, also known as 
the Church of  the State. The rupture 
of  ties between Chinese Catholics and 
the Vatican, which spawned the so-
called open or patriotic Church and the 
underground Church, has its origins in 
the 1950s, after the establishment of  
the Communist Party of  the People’s 
Republic of  China.  Since that time, 
many Chinese Catholic Christians who 
attend underground churches have been 
arrested without trial. Some are tortured 
or simply disappear. But, why pursue, kill, 
torture?
According to our sisters, Christians today 
in China are more numerous than the 
members of  the Communist Party. They 
are a threat to the current system. 
Hence the need to control them, to 
impede efforts to educate them to 
awaken their conscience, to think 
critically and to be faithful to gospel 
principles.  These gospel principles 
are prized for freedom of  expression, 
the inclusion of  differences, solidarity, 
respect and love of  neighbor. They 
say that, today, the situation is more 
delicate because due to the lack of  clear 
guidance and appropriate formation 
the Christians are beginning to divide 
and to compete. The path of  dialogue 
to negotiate between the patriotic and 
underground Churches doesn’t seem 
to lead to an understanding. There are 

emerging, in the underground Church, 
Catholics who call themselves radicals, 
who are faithful to the Gospel, who 
refuse to be controlled and submit to 
laws that oppress, generate poverty 
and injustice. There are those who, to 
suffer less harm, would accept that the 
underground church be associated with 
the Patriotic Association but still cling to 
the principles of  their faith. In this case, 
once they are registered, can they 
even follow the principles of  their faith 
or will they be required to conform to 
the law, the system? Another question 
is how to be faithful to the Gospel 
of  Jesus and agree to a system that 
excludes, oppresses, kills, tortures? On 
the other hand, in the patriotic Church, 
there are Christians who remain faithful 
to Christian values and are a great 
support to members of  underground 
churches. This is a complex situation!
It is in this context that our Chinese 
sisters live. Like thousands of  
Christians they run the risk of  being 
‘found out’, being held, and harassed 
by the authorities. For them, as is 
true for the members of  underground 
churches, the official churches are 
simply political institutions. It is not 
possible to follow Jesus and follow the 
party. This would mean abandoning 
Jesus. The unofficial underground 

Church is like a home where one 
breathes freedom, peace, harmony, 
justice, and joy. They meet for worship, 
masses, and Bible studies in unusual 
places, like empty rooms in the homes 
of  Christians, in sheds that appear 
abandoned, in structures that do not 
have a appear from the outside to be 
Christian, or in the homes of  Christian 
families.
It was in one of  these spaces that Sister 
Sally and I participated in study and 
training sessions with our Chinese 
sisters. This year, in addition to the study 
sessions, a new team was elected. They 
will have the function of  animating the 
life and mission of  the 36 sisters, as well 
as ensuring their safety, especially in this 
critical period of  awaiting negotiations 
between the official and unofficial 
churches. 
This year, during our stay, we were able 
to experience a little of  what it’s like 
to live in hiding, without freedom, 
without security and risking one’s life 
for the faith. We could also, after a 
significant time, see growth in their 
sense of  belonging, of  collaboration and 
relationships based on mutual trust. And, 
while the dialogue doesn’t happen, the 
sisters continue their journey, carrying 
out the will of  God, silent, creative, 
discreet and prudent. 
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J  P  I  C

S. Anette Moltubak
Norway

Shaped by Our Culture                           

At the meeting for the 
leaders of  Europe 
(provincial councils 

and leaders), held in 
early June at “Bois Joli” in 
Chambéry Sr. Mariaelena 
and I gave a two-day 
workshop on cultural 
diversity. At last year’s 
meeting we addressed 
the idea of  what culture 
and culture diversity are. 
This year we focused 
on how each one of  us 
sees things out of  her 
own culture, beliefs, and 
experiences.
We decided to engage 
the sisters in practical 
experiences following the 
work of  Geert Hofstede 
who developed a frame-
work for cross-cultural 
communication. His theory 
describes the effects of  
a society’s culture on the 
values of  its members, and how these 
values relate to behavior.
We gave each sister a drawing and 
asked the simple question: What do you 
see?   As we worked in groups, we could 
easily see that each sister had her own 
interpretation to the picture, influenced 
by her culture. This opened the eyes 
of  all present to see how differently we 
interpret the same thing, in this case, the 
same picture.
It became very clear that our culture, 
nationality, background, experiences, 
etc. shaped what each one saw and how 
she understood the picture. This simple 
exercise, which is worth repeating many 
times, can help us to understand each 
other better, to ask each other questions 
for greater understanding of  the other.  
It helps us realize that we should not 

Immediately say that our understanding 
is the right one, but learn more and help 
each other to come closer together. How 
often do we think that other sisters see 
things exactly the same as I do? How 
often do we think and believe that we 
have the right answer? 
The website of  Hofstede (www.hofst-
ede-insights.com) offers a tool we used 
to compare our different countries with 
each other.  Using this tool we became 
more aware of  how the sisters in the 
various European provinces differ but we 
also came to a better understanding of  
each other.  
Hofstede points to six dimensions of  
national culture which shape the values 
of  the individuals in that culture.  The 
first is concerned with the distribution 
of  power, with hierarchical order at one 

extreme and sharing of  power equally 
at the other.  The second points to a 
society’s preference for either individual-
ism or collectivism.  The third considers 
whether the society favors competition 
or  cooperation, and the fourth whether 
the culture has rigid codes of  belief  and 
behavior or shows a more relaxed atti-
tude. The fifth looks at whether a society 
prioritizes its past or its present and 
future, while the sixth considers whether 
the culture has strict social norms or 
encourages easy gratification, enjoying 
life and having fun.  
Each of  these dimensions give us insight 
into a given culture and so, gives us a 
window on how we are different – not 
better or worse, simply different.  This 
is indeed important for us as we work 
together across culture. 

The European leaders gathered in Chambéry: 
Front Row:  Mariaelena (General Council), Jona (France), Jaya (Czech Republic), 
Christiane (France), Angela (Denmark), Alessandra (Italy), Maria Cristina (Ita-
ly, Lila (Sweden), Marie Thérèse (France).  Back Row: Sally (General Council),                                                             

Susanne (Denmark), Marianne (Denmark), Anette (Norwasy), Marit (Norway),                         
Beatriz (Sweden), Joan Margaret (Ireland)                                                                                          
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The Sisters of  St. Joseph who coor-
dinate the four provinces of  
France/Belgium, Denmark, Italy 

and Norway, the region of  Ireland and 
the mission in Sweden, gathered from 
May 30 to June 4, 2019, for their third 
meeting. This gave them an opportunity 
for further reflection on new forms of  
organization, institutional structures 
and government.
Sister Sally Hodgdon, Superior General, 
and Sister Mariaelena Aceti, General 
Councilor, attended the event with 
great joy. In their collective work, the 
European Councils have begun to look 
at new ways to increase connections 
with one another in order to create 
more opportunities for communion 
and collaboration.  All this took place 
at Jacob Bellecombette, France, 
where a large number of  our Sisters 
of  the French Province were present, 
witnessing a story of  courage and 
missionary spirit in initiatives for the 
Kingdom of  God.During this meeting, 
two days were spent working on cultural 
diversity and conflict management. 
Sisters Mariaelena Aceti, General 
Councilor, and Anette Moltubakk, the 
formator for young Sisters in Norway, 
shared with us what they had learned 
during their participation in the Hilton 
program. Already, the first exercise 
helped the group to recognize diversity 
in their perception of  cultural reality. 
Our task was to look at pictures 
from the perspective of: “What do 
you see?” and then share in groups.
We acquired knowledge through a 
presentation developed by Mariaelena 
on “cultural dimensions” of  various 
nationalities, which the Dutch scientist 
Geert Hofstede has studied for many 
years. His statements are intended to 
explain and understand cultures and 
how they work. There are no good 
or bad cultures, there are simply 
different ones. Differences are not 
value judgments. With the help of  two 
short stories, we saw the theoretical 

Meeting of European leaders                           
S. Jona Chinnappan
France

 Group work

knowledge in a practical context with 
a cultural basis. The role-playing in 
groups aimed to help us express and 
experience a situation of  culture that 
an individual had experienced in the 
past. These small scenes were both 
touching and moving, and opened 
our eyes to better understand conflict 
situations. Differences in language 

and cultural expression are both a 
fundamental value that I have acquired 
and a challenge to be lived in daily life.                                                                   
What others are doing may be the 
stimulus for our feelings, but not their 
cause.  So let us first dare to face the 
inner conflict that brings us new ideas 
to create unity and understanding in 
oneself  and others. 

Sisters Marianne Bode (Denmark), Beatriz Costa (Sweden) and 
Marit Brinkmann (Norway)
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PROVINCE/ REGION/ MISSION

The Sisters of  St Joseph have been 
present since 1998 in Anthervelia, 
Madya Pradesh, with the people 

of  the Bhil tribe, a proud and ancient 
ethnic group inhabiting the Western part 
of  Central India.  At the beginning the 
sisters worked with hearing impaired 
children who were many and had no 
opportunity for schooling.
Like most of  the tribals, the Bhil people 
live below the poverty line as small 
farmers.  In spite of  their rich culture 
with its customs, traditions, colorful 
festivals and ceremonies which are 
outbursts of  joy and foster the sense of  
community live in a hostile environment 
ravaged by drought and outbreaks of  
diseases. They depend on rain for their 
once a year cultivation. The rest of  the 
year, they migrate from place to place 
in search of  jobs leaving their children 
under the care of  some relatives or old 
grandparents Poor infrastructure and 
lack of  academic institutions further 
aggravate their situation.  To educate 
the children and bring them to the 
mainstream was the greatest challenge. 
Initially, the sisters opened a primary 
school for the hearing impaired children. 
It was difficult to convince the parents 
and grandparents to send these children 
to our school as they saw them useful 
for grazing animals. Sisters walked 
miles and miles to different villages 
making them aware of  the need for their 
children’s education. As a result, a few 
of  them began their schooling in Shruti 
School for the Deaf. 
Later, as the number of  hearing impaired 
children declined, since the nearby 
villages had no good schools, the sisters 
started admitting normal children too. 
Soon they built a hostel to cater to the 

CSJ Presence among the                     
Bhil Tribe, India                       
S. Prabha Malayil
Tanmaya

children living in far away villages.  As 
a response to the clarion call of  the 
General Chapter 2017 to move to the 
peripheries, the sisters decided to 
upgrade the school from Primary to High 
School. As a result, it was necessary to 
build additional classrooms and other 
facilities. The Global Mission Fund was a 
great support in realizing this dream. 
Today there are 700 Bhil children in the 
school with 65 of  them staying in the 
hostel. They are the first generation 
learners of  the Bhil Tribe of  Jhabua area. 
Keeping in mind the culture of  Bhil Tribe, 
the children in the school are initiated 
into the social, cultural, and ethical 
values of  life.
On June 06, 2019, the sisters at 

Anthervelia had the joy of  inaugurating 
the extension of  Shruti School building. 
The bishop, who was present on 
that auspicious occasion, gave his 
appreciation of  the hard work and 
dedication of  the Sisters of  St. Joseph. 
He said that the Sisters of  St. Joseph 
have given a golden opportunity to the 
villages around to have quality education.  
Today, Shruti School is seen as a second 
home for these Bhili Children. Sisters and 
teachers work hand in hand to provide 
holistic care and education, led by Sr. 
Pranita, the Head Mistress who said, “A 
long-awaited dream has come true. I am 
sure this school is a blessing to many 
poor children and parents who like to 
study and educate their children.” 

S.  Prabha greeting Bishop Bhuriya
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“Empowering people and 
ensuring inclusiveness and 
equality” was the theme 

of the High Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development, held at 
the UN Headquarters in New York on 
July 9-18 of this year.  The main focus 
of this annual meeting is a review 
of the progress made, the gaps 
brought to light and the obstacles 
to achieving Agenda 2030 with its 
17 Sustainable Development Goals.  
Since it is impossible to examine all 
17 goals every year, the UN chooses 
5 goals to consider closely at each 
High Level Political Forum.  This year 
the goals examined were SDG 4 – 
quality Education, SDG 8 – decent 
Work and economic growth, SDG 
10 – reduced Inequalities, SDG 13 – 
Climate action, and SDG 16 – Peace, 
justice and strong institutions.  
The Sisters of St. Joseph were 
represented at this meeting by 
four Sisters from four different 
congregations: S. Emelie Zoeline, 
a sister of the Aoste (Italy) 
congregation from the Ivory Coast, S. 
Sue Wilson, from the Congregation 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada, 
S. Marianne Sennick, from the 
Brentwood, NY congregation and 
S. Barbara Bozak of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Chambéry, the official 
representative of the Congregations 
of St. Joseph at the UN.   They were 
able to profit from both the official 
UN meetings which included panel 
discussions on each of the above-
mentioned SDGs and numerous side 
events which had been organized by 
different NGOs.  
One of the topics addressed directly 

Climate change - a driver of 
inequality                    
S. Barbara Bozak
USA

Philip Alston, the UN special rapporteur on extreme                                                       
poverty and Human Rights

in side events was the importance 
of using a Human Rights focus in all 
discussions of Climate change.  The 
reality is that climate change with 
the resultant global warming, rising 
of sea levels, drought in some areas 
and heavy rains with flooding in 
others, affects the poor and most 
vulnerable to a greater extent than 
those who have more resources.  
Small island developing nations are 
experiencing the ocean claiming 
more and more of their land.  
Drought and the inability to farm or 
raise animals to support themselves 
has led many to migrate, within their 
own country, on their continent or 
farther.  Flooding destroys property, 
both homes and businesses, and 
those who live in poverty lack the 
resources to rebuild.  
Philip Alston, the special rapporteur 
on extreme poverty and Human 
Rights, noted that even the UN 
Human Rights Council does not 
see the urgency of addressing 
the issue of climate change.  And 

major corporations, especially 
those involved in extraction and 
production of fossil fuels, while 
responsible for 71% of greenhouse 
gas emissions between 1998 and 
2015, take no responsibility for 
this but rather receive generous 
government subsidies.  It has 
also been reported that many 
major corporate executives 
consider Human Rights to be 
a threat to their profit margin 
and so are against them. Thus, 
trying to achieve SDG 10, reduced 
inequalities, is one of the greatest 
struggles of Agenda 2030.  
Each of the four Sisters of St Joseph 
present at this UN Forum on 
Sustainable Development realizes 
the importance of her role in 
working at the local level to 
address climate change, achieve 
greater equality within her society 
and advance the SDGs, doing this 
by responding to the local situation 
and working with others in her 
own city and country.   
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JPIC – Brazil:  An analysis of the 
economic situation                           
S. Paula Gobbi 
Brazil

Sr. Anna Júlia Slongo   96 Brazil  26.05.2019
Sr. Maria Elfrida Meurer  90 Brazil  09.06.2019
Sr. Marie Rose D’Souza  94  Nagpur  11.06.2019
Sr. Guerina Dotti   95 Brazil  03.07.2019
Sr. Luiza do Coração de Maria Dias 91 Brazil  04.07.2019
Sr. Marie Paule Gros   93 France  17.07.2019

         
                               NEW 

   SAINTS

In the face of  this critical period that 
Brazil is living in socio-political-
economic terms, JPIC-Brazil proposed 

to the sisters, associates and 
collaborators, a day of  economic analysis 
with the journalist/consultant Elton 
Bozzetto. The meeting took place in two 
phases: on June 22, in Caxias do Sul/RS 
and on July 26 in Itu/SP.   
In Caxias do Sul, about 100 persons 
attended. The consultant summarized the 
Brazilian historical context from 1930 up 
to the present day, showing the changes 
in the political power structure, as well 
as the different positions regarding 
the state and their role in managing 
the economy and social reality.  It is 
clear that such policies have created 
an overwhelming social inequality. The 
statistical data shows that the richest 
10% hold 43% of  the total wealth.  At 
the other end, the poorest 40% hold 
only 12% of  the total. This reality is not 
just a simple statement, but it requires 
a thorough analysis from principles 
such as Catholic Social Teaching and 
its criteria of  the “primacy of  person 
above structures, universal destination 
of  goods, the common good, subsidiarity 
and solidarity”.  
By looking beyond our borders, we noted 
one of  the most glaring realities of  
our times, the condition of  migrants 
and refugees. Global economic and 
political structures destabilize nations 
and human life, causing a record forced 
displacement of  populations. According 

to the UN Agency for Refugees, by the 
end of  2018, some 70.8 million people 
lived outside their place of  origin as a 
result of  persecution, conflict, violence or 
human rights violations. 
And what can we say about Brazil in this 
scenario? Politically, the last election was 
a confluence of  emotions, symbols, and 
anxieties.  It consolidated totalitarian 
and anti-civilizing tendencies, clearly 
visible in the defense of  torture, in a 
conservative religion (Pentecostal), in an 
anti-everything macho discourse: anti-
indigenous, anti-worker’s party...After 
six months in charge, the Bolsonaro 
government’s inability to articulate 
government policy is evident.  It seems 
to have only one agenda, social security 
reform. According to the consultant, we 
can’t lose hope. Faced with this chaotic 
situation, one has to insist on being 
political, countering with an attitude of  

preserving dialogue, tenderness, valuing 
otherness and the ability to articulate 
and persuade.
We are all called to be subjects and 
protagonists in the fight for justice, 
citizenship, peace and integrity of  
creation, and bring about “the changes 
necessary to ensure that the goods of  
the earth belong to all and promote the 
development of  all”.  Doing our part, and 
acting on the right side, with a peaceful 
conscience, we can consider ourselves 
winners, as the anthropologist Darcy 
Ribeiro attests: “I failed in everything 
I tried in my life. I tried to educate 
Brazilian children, I couldn’t. I tried to 
save the Indians, I couldn’t. I tried to 
achieve at university and failed. I tried to 
have Brazil develop autonomously and 
failed. But the failures are my winnings. 
I’d hate to be in the place of  those who 
won over me”.
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In Pakistan the year 2019 was 
declared a year of  interfaith 
dialogue and ecumenism by 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference.  
The Catholic Bishops in all seven 
dioceses of  Pakistan declared the 
need to work on this important 
issue to unify all as one body 
whatever their beliefs, concepts, 
understandings. This is an effort 
to promote peace and harmony, 
develop relationships with others 
and become more conscious of  
environmental factors since we 
know this planet to be a sacred 
place where all can live in freedom. 
One project of  the bishops was to 
plant olive trees as symbols of  
peace. During this action, all 
present recited the prayer for peace 

of  St. Francis. 
On 21st March 2019 in Quetta, Fr. 
Maqsood, O.M.I., gathered a group 
of  Christians. Hindus and Muslims 
for a seminar on Interfaith Dialogue 
and Ecumenism.  Sr. Nasreen Naz 
represented the Sisters of  St. 
Joseph of  Chambéry at the seminar. 
Afterwoards the group visited our 
school in Quetta and planted olive 
trees.
While interfaith dialogue and 
ecumenism are related, they are 
two different things.  At its most 
basic level, interfaith dialogue 
involves people of  different religious 
faiths coming together to have a 
conversation.  It refers to cooperative, 
constructive, and positive interaction 
between people of  different religious 
traditions, faiths or spiritual beliefs, 
at both the individual and institutional 
levels. The underlying purpose of  
all interfaith dialogue is to enhance 
religious tolerance and promote 
peaceful coexistence. Ecumenism 
refers to efforts by Christians of  
different traditions to develop 

closer relationships and better 
understanding. It refers to 
efforts toward some form of  
visible unity of  different Christian 
denominations.  Both Interfaith 
dialogue and Ecumenism 
pursue the common good.                                                    
Living in harmony is not the 
only concern of  the interfaith 
dialogue. Those involved are also 
concerned with the preservation 
and protection of  the environment. 
The actions of  this group for 
interfaith dialogue are of  great 
importance in Pakistan, as they 
are saving the world for our future 
generations so they might grow up 
in a healthy environment.Overall, 
both ecumenical development 
and interfaith dialogue in Pakistan 
are of  great importance, helping 
various religious traditions 
communicate and work together. 
The hope is that with organizations 
devoted to these issues religions 
will grow together and work 
together for a better world and 
more just world.  

S. Sumaira
Pakistan

Interfaith Dialogue and 
Ecumenism                           
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6 April 2019, was a special day in 
the history of  Maner Mission, 
Bihar, India when this Hindi 

Medium School secured high results 
for the Metric Examination in the 
2018-2019 academic year.  Out 
of  the 92 students from ‘Prakash 
High School’ who appeared for the 
examination, 73 scored 60% and 
above. Though the school belongs 
to the Diocese of  Patna, Bihar, it is 
administered by the sisters of  St. 
Joseph of  Chambéry in Maner.
Sisters of  St. Joseph started this 
mission in the year 1982 working 
among the Rajputs (high caste 
Hindus), Dalits (members of  the 
low caste), Tribals  and Harijans 
(communities traditionally considered 
“Untouchable”). Since the majority of  
the people belong to the poor strata 
of  society, there was a felt need for 
education and social awareness. 
Over the years the sisters played a 
vital role in shaping the spiritual and 
moral life of  the people. They had 
very unique and personal experiences 
as they visited the families and 

S. Pratibha Purty                             
Pachmarhi

A School Reclaims Success                        

prayed with them.  The mission began 
well initially but experienced a decline 
over time, due to change in personnel 
and lack of  interest by the local priest. 
Many parents noted that the quality of  
teaching had declined and so moved 
their children to other schools. The 
school building itself  fell into disrepair 
due to lack finance for maintenance. As it 
came to the point of  closing, the sisters 
were discouraged.  At this juncture Sr. 
Bernadette Reddy, who had earlier spent 
several years there, was sent back to 

revive the Mission at the request of  
the Bishop. 
She took up the school with just 250 
students enrolled. She walked miles 
and miles on foot to visit families of  the 
village and ex-students and encourage 
them to send their children to the 
school. Her hard work and prayer for 
almost 11 years, has resulted in the 
school now having 1200 students 
at the time of  her retirement in June 
2019.
Students have improved a lot in their 
studies. They take part in various state 
level competitions.   There are state 
toppers in academics and sports. 
Prakash High School Maner is now well 
known for its all round education. It is 
the best mission school in Patna and is 
treasured by the diocese.
Now one can see a change in the 
people.  Though they are poor they 
are aiming at a better future for their 
children. Many have good jobs far and 
wide. Our charism of  communion is 
being spread through them as they 
live the unity and love among different 
castes as the sisters did.  The tiny 
buds in our hands are blooming day 
by day.
Maner School now is the pride of  the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph, a reward for 
their hard labour in teaching value 
education, helping the poor and 
developing leadership ability in the 
people. 
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The Mission in Sweden - a story 
of love and courage                   
S. Eliana Aparecida dos Santos                   
Brazil

During the Provincial Chapter of  the 
Brazilian Province in Itu/SP, in 
January 2019, Sisters Adelide 

Canci and Eliana Aparecida dos Santos 
interviewed the two Brazilian sisters 
who are missionaries  in Sweden. 
Sister Lila Bork, who is 78 years old, 
has spent 53 years in Sweden, and 
Sister Beatriz de Arruda Costa, 81 
years old, has been in the country 37 
years. Sister Beatriz worked 25 years 
as a nurse and got a nursing degree 
in the country. She acquired Swedish 
citizenship and now she is retired.  When 
asked about their health, they both 
say they are healthy. What brings them 
health and well-being are the various 
activities they are involved in. Currently, 
immigrants who come asking for asylum 
have priority. There are many of  them. 
Another important service is care for the 
elderly. According to them, the Swedes 
suffer from much loneliness and 
depression. During their visits people ask 
them, “Sisters, what is the motivation 
that drives you? People say it is Jesus; 
our vocation is our faith,” says Sister 
Lila.  
The difficulties they face are many. They 
say, “Sometimes, it’s hard to sleep after 
what we hear and see during the day 
as we help immigrants. For example, 
children who saw their parents tortured, 
their mothers raped, their fathers 
humiliated. On the other hand, there are 
the Swedes who live alone, somehow 
abandoned. The young leave the family 
at 17 years old and live their own 
life. When they return, they no longer 
know their parents. They tell us, ‘You 
have more affection for our parents 
than we do. We’re not used to being 
affectionate’.” Also the suffering of  
the exiled is a suffering for the sisters.  
Sister Lila says the laws are constantly 
changing, and they seek to convince the 
authorities, immigration services, and 

the border police to be more humane. 
Other actions they perform are in 
partnership with the laity. “We 
complement each other,” says Sister Lila.  
Many people ask how they, being old and 
foreign, do so much. With joy, they say 
it’s because they work with lay people, 
always in partnerships, for example, with 
the Diocesan Caritas and with a group of  
local women. They organize a lunch and 
sell items in the Church. With the money 
they pay lawyers to help the immigrants. 
This group also teaches Swedish to the 
immigrants, who need to know a bit of  
Swedish in order to get a visa. 
At the end of  the interview, the Sisters 

said this about their mission, “Look, 
everything is mission. What we tend to 
call mission is when you have to leave 
what you are doing and go to another 
place, outside of  your borders. To do 
this, you must first have to be called and 
be very committed. You can’t leave your 
country, your language, your climate 
and community life, family, if  it is not 
based on this. Great love is needed, 
with the certainty that what we do, even 
if  it is a little, we offer to God.  He, by 
his grace, transforms it into miracles. 
Then it’s worth it!  This is a dynamic that 
takes us forward because it requires 
abandonment into the hands of  God”. 

 Sisters in conversation during the Chapter
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Communication for 
Communion  
S. Olinda Fernandes 
Nagpur

Back Row from left: Laveena (Tanmaya), Prasanna (Pachamrhi), Olinda 
(Nagpur), Asha (Pachmarhi), Monica (Tanmaya), Priya (Nirmala),Cecile 

(Nagpur), Navya (Pachmarhi), Ritika (Nagpur), Harshita   (Nirmala), 
Sadhana (Nagpur), Pratibha (Pachmarhi)

Twelve sisters from the four Indian 
provinces attended the three-day 
Training Programme organized by 

the Indian Provinces’ Communication 
Commission (IPCC) from May 25 to May 
27, 2019, in Asha Niketan, Bhopal, India. 
After a short prayer by Sr. Laveena, Sr. 
Navya welcomed the group, saying: 
“The focus of  ICC is to create awareness 
and involve the sisters of  the different 
provinces to communicate God’s love – 
the Good News. When communication 
is thorough, accurate and timely the 
congregation tends to be vibrant and 
effective.”
Sr. Navya then explained to the group, 
the criteria for writing a hard news 
story which  created interest and 
enthusiasm in the group.  Later that 
evening, the resource person, Fr. 
Anthony, SVD, Dean and Professor in 
the Regional Seminary, Bhopal, shared 
his views on communication. He said, 
“Communication is a component 
of  our ability for creative thinking, 
interpretation, aesthetic sense, care, 
technical competence, tools and gadgets, 
media and cultural values.”  He stressed 
three important points: Conversion from 
media to communication, from media 
incompetence to media competence 
and from the instrumental to an integral 
view of  communication.  He concluded 
his words with the important message: 

“Communication in this digital era can be 
prophetic”
The participants were challenged, and 
led to reflect upon some questions 
such as: Is sharing intercultural life and 
mission a Chambery heritage? How can 
we make digital stories with real people 
at the heart? Is it possible to have 
strategic communication with a larger 
impact based on moral values? How do 
we speak the language of  love and care 
using the language of  technology?   
On the second day, the sisters presented 
their hard news stories for further 
discussion and editing. The afternoon 
session saw the enthusiasm and 
creativity of  the participants in editing 
photos through Adobe Photoshop. This 
was followed by introducing the criteria 
and guidelines for writing a feature story. 
In the evening the group had the chance 

to interact with Sr. Sally and Ieda through 
the Conference Webcam that they have 
gifted to each Indian Provinces. 
On the final day, the group spend time 
sharing their feature story and editing 
some of  them in common as a learning 
process. Another interesting session on 
the use of  InDesign created interest in 
the participants. All worked together at it 
with great enthusiasm and vigour.
The three-day training session concluded 
by the group reflecting on and discussing 
the Holy Father’s message for the 53rd 
World Communications Day. This enabled 
the group to prepare the action plan 
for furthering the effective working of  
the IPCC.  The meticulous planning of  
IPCC members – Srs. Navya, Cecile, 
Fabiyola, and Laveena made this 
training programme a great learning of  
communication for communion. 


