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 Earth our sacred ground versus the use of agrochemicals
“Our Congregational internationalism ... challenges us to commit ourselves to live an ethical lifestyle, opposed to consumerism and anything that hurts human beings and the integrity of creation, in awareness that every choice we make has an impact on society and the planet.” (Urgencies of the Planet - General Chapter of 2009).

Symbols: (you can set the environment with a map/globe, newspaper clippings or other things surrounding the theme ...)
Music: (your choice)
Reading 1: (Earth Charter/Charter of the People), or Reading 2: Genesis 1 (God the  Creator generating life ...). “We are facing a critical juncture in the history of the Earth, at a time when humanity must choose its future. As the world becomes increasingly interdependent and fragile, the future holds at the same time, great danger and great hope. [...]We must join together to generate a sustainable global society founded on respect for nature, universal human rights, economic justice and a culture of peace. To achieve this purpose, it is imperative that we, the peoples of the Earth, declare our responsibility to one another, with the great community of life and with future generations. [...]May our time be remembered for the awakening of a new reverence for life, for the firm commitment to achieve sustainability, the intensification of efforts for Justice and peace and joyful celebration of life.” (Preamble of the Earth Charter).
Moment of personal reflection (background music ...)
Some data for reflection: 

-Mother Earth, our sacred soil, faces problems that affect life around the world.  The use of pesticides has caused many fatalities such as: abortions, fetuses with malformation, suicides, cancers, skin diseases and so on. The use of pesticides is also dangerous to those who do not work directly with them;
-Large multinational companies benefit from selling agrochemicals to farmers who cultivate the land in the United States, Europe, Central and South America, Africa, Asia and elsewhere. The motivation is profit and the increase of food production, but these foods are very harmful, causing debilitating health issues and deaths. The World Health Organization (WHO) believes that only 1/6 of the poisoning accidents as a result of the use of pesticides are officially registered, and 70% of deaths happen in third world countries;
- The largest multinational companies which produce and sell pesticides are: Bayer, Monsanto, Syngenta, Basf, Dow, DuPont and Nufarm (American, Japanese and European companies).
Sharing of personal reflection: 
The Earth Charter asserts that we are, "at a time when humanity must choose its future". What future do we want for ourselves and for subsequent generations? Education for ethics focuses on transformation of human behavior and, consequently, on quality of life. Is there an interrelationship between environmental ethics and pesticides in the lives of human beings? Do the problems caused by pesticides justify their use? What are the possible alternatives?

Music: (Choose a song that is appropriate to the topic)

Prayer: O God of life, may your light direct us in the right direction, and to the right decisions, according to your design and our mission. We reaffirm an ethical commitment for Congregational participation in the construction of a just world that is sustainable, ethical and loving.  Amen.
